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PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR SICK
Dear Salesian Sisters and 
Brothers,

I am finishing the visitation of our 
Salesian Parish of St. Luke’s in 
Stockton.  I will finish Monday eve-
ning and drive back to the Provin-
cial House on Tuesday morning.  I 
will be back in Stockton, with the 
SDBs of Northern California, for 
Thanksgiving day.  The Vietnamese 
Center of Mary Help of Christians, 
is hosting us with the help of Fr. Ra-
mon Zarate, Pastor and Director of 
St. Luke’s Parish.

The community of Stockton is made 
up of three SDBs:  Fr. Ramon Za-
rate, Pastor and Director, Fr. Ric 
Fernando, Associate Pastor (Ric is 
on loan from the Northern Philip-
pine Province) and Fr. Paul Tran 
who directs the Vietnamese Min-
istry and Center located about a 

mile away from St. Luke’s.  I wish 
to thank the community for their 
dedication and commitment to the 
people of St. Luke’s, especially, the 
young people.   There are a lot of ac-
tivities in both centers and the priests 
are kept busy with Sacramental and 
Religious activities.  The parish is 
quite diverse culturally with many 
Filipinos, Latinos and Vietnamese.  
Other nationalities are also re- pre-
sented but, perhaps, not as heav-
ily as the ones I mentioned.  There 
is also a grammar school with Mr. 
John Rieschick as Principal.  The 
school is doing very well and is pre-
paring for their accreditation in the 
Spring.  There is also a group of Re-
ligious Sisters, Missionaries of the 
Sacro Costato who work in diverse 
apostolate, including in the School, 
Religious Education in the parish 
and other ministries in the Diocese 
of Stockton.  All and all the work 
here is very Salesian and an open 
field for many possibilities.  The 
parishioners seem very open and 
appreciative of the Salesian pres-
ence.  I give the priests here credit 
for being so present in the parish, 
attending many of the activities and 
showing up to participate in events.  
This is truly a key characteristic of 
our Salesian Spirit:  PRESENCE.  I 
am saddened when I do not see this 
in other parishes, where once the 
Mass is finished or an event they 
were running comes to an end, they 

Fr. Tom Prendiville.............02
Fr. Mel Trinidad..................06
Br. Tom Mass......................14
Fr. Leo Baysinger................21

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS

Mother of Fr. Joseph
Paradayil 

(Critical Condition in India)

Connie Boenzi
(Mother of Fr. Joseph Boenzi)

Br. Bruno de Pretto, SDB
Fr. Mario Rosso, SDB

Fr. Armand Oliveri, SDB
Br. Jerry Weirich, SDB
Fr. Leo Baysinger, SDB

Fr. Rafael Saiz, SDB

Maria Bui Thi Nhai
Aunt of Br. Khoa Luong, passed away

on October 21, 2016. 

Maria Le Thi Nhan
Aunt of Fr. Thien Nguyen, passed away 

on October 19, 2016, age 70.

REST IN PEACE

1  INTOUCH  •  November 20, 2016



are gone and not seen around by the 
parishioners.  Thank God that is not 
the case here at St. Luke’s.

Last week, the Provincial Council 
from the Eastern Province flew out 
to Los Angeles for a joint meeting 
with our council from the Western 
Province.  The meetings went quite 
well and there was a good spirit 
of cooperation and fraternity.  We 
spent two full days in meetings with 
prayer, Mass and meals together.  
As I mentioned last week in my In-
Touch letter, the agenda items in-
cluded joint formation programs, 
sharing the results of our Provincial 
Chapters, reflections on the Rec-
tor Major’s recent letter on Mercy, 
youth ministry, the provincials 
meeting in Bogota in October and 
the Border Project with our region.  
On Tuesday night we hosted the 
Eastern Province to a very enjoy-
able meal at Parker’s Light House in 

Long Beach.  I was grateful for all 
of the work done by different mem-
bers of the councils in preparation 
for these meetings.  A big THANK 
YOU to Fr. Nick Reina, Director 
of St. John Bosco High School and 
community, and his community, for 
their superb hospitality and creating 
such a beautiful welcoming spirit.  
I felt proud of our province as we 
jointly worked to host, to discuss se-
rious issues and to make our Eastern 
Brothers feel at home.

On Tuesday I head back to the Pro-
vincial House for some “desk time” 
and rest.  I do hope to attend the 
joint CYM SUO-SUE gathering in 
Berkeley from November 28 – 30.  
I will not be present the entire time 
but do hope to be present for sev-
eral events.  The same week, De-
cember 1 – 4, the National Youth 
Conference of Youth Ministers will 
be gathering in San Jose, California.  

There too our Salesian presence will 
be felt with our attendance at the 
workshops and hosting a Salesian 
booth.  And, on Sunday, December 
4, once again the provincial council 
gathers for our December session.  
This provincial council meetings 
will be hosted by the Watsonville 
Community, at Camp St. Francis.  
At the end of that week, I begin my 
visitation of Don Bosco Tech, Rose-
mead.  So, maybe, “rest” will have 
to take a backseat for now.  

This coming Thursday, we will be 
celebrating our annual Thanksgiving 
Day.  It is time to give thanks, enjoy 
family and friends, watch football 
games and literally feast on lots of 
food and drink.  But, it should also 
be a time of deep reflection.  Dur-
ing my visit here at St. Luke’s, I was 
blessed to celebrate several Sunday 
Masses, including the youth mass 
this evening.  I have preached on the 

The joint Provincial Council SUO-SUE gathering in St. John Bosco High School, Bellflower, CA
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Province Calendar
November, 2016

1 TU  All Saints’ Day
1 TU  Provincial Council Presentation
   Vocation Animation
3 TH  Members Board at 12:00PM
   Salesian Richmond
3-11 TH-FR  Provincial Visitation, Richmond,
   Salesian Community & Novitiate
5 SA  Mass for deceased benefactors and
   members of the Salesian Family
9 WE  Members Board at 10:00 AM,
   St. Francis High School
14-15 MO-TU  SUO-SUE Joint Prov.
   Council Meeting, De Sales Hall
15 TU  Blessed Maddalene Morano
16 WE  Board Members at 1:30PM
   SJB Belllflower
24 TH  Thanksgiving Day
25 FR  SDB’s in each house one Mass is
   offered for the deceased parents of the
   confreres
28-30 MO-WE YM SUO-SUE Joint Meeting, 
   Berkeley

“Close of the year of Mercy” and 
the meaning of the feast of Christ 
the King.  In my homilies I men-
tioned our elections and the divisive 
spirit felt in our country.  I reflected 
on our response as Christians and 
followers of Christ the King, a King 
who hung on the cross and respond-
ed to his persecutors and those who 
jeered at him with humility, for-
giveness, inclusivity, mercy and, at 
times silence (without reacting).  I 
have been amazed on how many 
young people have come up to me 
to thank me for bringing this topic 
into the homily.  I find many young 
people are worried, angry, confused 
or concerned.  The Church must be 
a leader in this dialogue.  We must 
stamp out racism, divisiveness, ex-
clusion of others.  Unfortunately, 

many Church Leaders are not say-
ing much or allowing the young to 
speak out.  Pope Francis has been 
very clear and direct these days, 
both to the newly created Cardinals 
and on this the close of the year of 
Mercy and feast of Christ the King.  
Let us reflect deeply, pray fervently 
and work unceasingly to help our 
Catholic youth make a difference in 
this divided world.  May we not be 
afraid to discuss these topics openly 
with our young people.  They are 
asking questions, looking to us for 
direction and a response.  How sad if 
we feel this is not important or does 
not touch our lives.  It is definitely 
touching the lives of the young.  I 
see it and hear about it almost ev-
erywhere I go.  Let us be courageous 
and respond as Christ on the cross 

responded.  This Thanksgiving, as 
we celebrate and enjoy God’s many 
blessings to us, may we help each 
other become more aware that the 
diversity which many claim has di-
vided our country and Church, is re-
ally our strength and what unites us.  
We need to listen, forgive, reach out 
and offer mercy.  This was Christ’s 
way! This was Don Bosco’s way!  
May it also be ours!

With warm regards,

Fr. Ted Montemayor, SDB
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The sun was bright, the sky painted with blue hue and 
scattered feather like white clouds. Looking down from 
the sky, the laughter and hustling sounds at the St. Joseph 
premise crowded this tiny chapel and retreat ground. 

Yes, October is a popular month for holding festival and 
fund raising events. However, this festival seemed dif-
ferent. It was not just a routine money making festival; it 
was a toll of love, a celebration of fellowship, and com-
mitment to ensure that this only retreat center in Southern 
California to preserve the Salesian spirituality, the gentle 
kindness and the welcoming friendship. It is home for 

many retreat youngsters from many schools, and a haven 
for many Cursillo Retreat programs. 

On this special Saturday, many groups came together to 
celebrate collaboration, friendship and family together-
ness. The execution of this event was excellent. The pic-
tures below say a thousand words of the beautiful event 
of the day. Thanks to Fr. Paul, his planning team from St. 
Joseph’s and the retreat families, the nine hour event was 
a huge success. More than 500 guests coming from dif-
ferent fabric of life participated in these joyful activities. 
Together, they painted the happy corner at Rosemead.

By Sheila Kun, Cooperator

It Was Not Just a Festival at St. Joseph’s
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It Was Not Just a Festival at St. Joseph’s
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                And at the same time, to 
              tell you that we rely so much 
           on you, on your prayers and on your 
         patient daily offering, especially with Jesus in 
       the Eucharist. Through your prayer and offering  
      I entrust to you this year two special intentions: 

     - First, for all the novices of the Congregation,  
       scattered in each of the seven regions, who are 
        discerning their missionary vocation ad gentes, 
         so that they may not be afraid to give   
         themselves to the Lord once and for all and 
      to place themselves at the disposal of the Rector  
      Major to go as missionaries; 

   - and then for our missionary presence in the Americas,   
   especially among the indigenous peoples who are the  
   poorest and most abandoned. This is, in fact, the theme of 
   the Salesian Missions Day 2017. For this occasion we have 
   also  prepared a special prayer which I entrust to you, dear 
   confrere, in the name of Don Bosco. 

   May Mary's maternal consolation be your inspiration and  
   your support every day of your Salesian life.  

    Thank you! 

 

 
      Fr. Guillermo Basañes SDB 

      Councillor for the Missions 

            Rome, November 11, 2016 

To the elderly  

and  

  sick confreres 

and to confreres 

who for various 

reasons are unable 

to be involved in direct 

educative-pastoral 

activity. 
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ear confrere, 

  Cordial greetings from the Generalate, the house of the Successor 
of Don Bosco. 

 I want to say to you, also on behalf of the Rector Major, a sincere 
thank you for your closeness and for your affection, but above all, for 
your fraternal prayer for Fr Ángel Fernández, for the whole Congrega-
tion and in particular, for all the missions and all the missionaries of 
the world. 

 Since GC27 chose me to be Councillor for the Missions, I have re-
lied frequently on the prayers of so many confreres who are elderly, 
sick or who are unable to be involved in direct educational missionary 
work. You know that our Constitutions ask the Councillor for the Mis-
sions “to promote throughout the Society the missionary spirit and 
commitment” (C 138). This also requires much prayer! For this reason 
the Missions Sector has promoted throughout the Congregation, in the 
light of the missionary intentions of the Holy Father, the Salesian prayer 
intentions for each month. 

 Especially in recent times we have entrusted the missions and mis-
sionaries to the prayers of confreres who are in the various infirmaries 
of the Congregation. In fact, since 2014, every 11th of the month we of 
the Missions Sector go to the infirmary of the Pontifical Salesian Univer-
sity, here in Rome, to celebrate the Holy Eucharist with those who are 
confined there. At that moment we feel in close communion with all 
of you, dear elderly and sick confreres. 

 And why the 11th of the month? You already know it. It is the 
monthly memoria of the first Missionary Expedition of the Congrega-
tion, the one sent by Don Bosco himself on a day like today, 11 No-
vember 1875. 

 The seventh successor of Don Bosco taught us in his beautiful letter 
“Martyrdom and passion” (Fr Egidio Viganò, in ACS 308): 

D  “Sick confreres were for Don Bosco,  
a kind of ‘paschal mediation’, for obtaining  
the blessings of the Lord on the apostolic  
activities of the community.  

Sufferings accepted in the spirit of the  
‘da mihi animas’, do not exclude the  
confrere from the pastoral campaign;  
in fact they place him in the very front  
trenches and invest him with a  
distinctive role. Our active asceticism  
does not teach us to bypass or eliminate  
affliction; it accepts it and turns it to good  
account by transforming it into a means  
of salvation.” 

Furthermore, suffering accepted as a participation  
in the mystery of Christ has an important apostolic  
value. Naturally it brings with it a certain distress that is  
understandable (after all, Christ himself was "sad even  
unto death"); but there is also a deep and vibrant joy  
in being a participant in the redeem-ing mission  
of the Savior. 

 Dear confrere, with these few words and powerful  
thoughts, finally with all my heart I wanted to tell you  
two things: a big thank you and also, that we count  
on you! 

 A big thank you for your fidelity and for your  
testimony, for your patience and for your generous  
daily contribution to the Congregation and its  
mission, for all the souls whom you have  
helped and still help to save. 
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St. Mary’s Chronicles 

Christian 
Formation 
Workshops 

By Fr. Beto Chavez, SDB 

St. Mary’s Parish, in an effort to 
generate greater awareness of the 
makeup of a good Christian, following 
the Salesian educational system of Saint 
John Bosco, has established workshops 
of Christian formation for Laity. These 
workshops seek to help the 
parishioners to grow in the knowledge 
of their Catholic religion and to mature 
in their life of faith. This will help to 
generate dynamics of family education 
that guide the parents and young 
people in the enrichment of their 
baptism. Thematic educational 2016-17 
workshops have been divided into   the 
following structure:  

September: Knowing the history of the 
Church.  

October: Introduction to theology.   

November: Knowing Jesus of Nazareth: 
Christology I.  

January: Knowing Jesus of Nazareth: 
Christology II.  

February: Knowing Jesus of Nazareth: 
Christology III.  

March: The mystery of the Blessed Trinity I.  

April: The mystery of the Blessed Trinity II.  

May: Mariology I.  

June: Mariology II.  

BASIC THEOLOGY 101 
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Halloween 

Month of the 
Rosary 

Bell 
Plaque  

A bronze plaque was designed by Fr. Jesse Montes, 
pastor, in recognition of the many parishioners who 
donated $15,000.00 to fulfill a sixteen year dream of 
ringing a dormant bell. Mr. Francisco Arreguín almost 
single handedly fixed the bell after the 1994 quake 
almost destroyed the church.  It was the heroic efforts 
of Fr. Avelino Lorenzo, SDB, who convinced the 
Archdiocese that the Church could be saved and 
restored.  But before the bell could be finished Mr. 
Arreguín, a pillar of the church passed away.  It took 
fifteen years of silence to convince the parishioners to 
take up Francisco’s dream and collected the cost of 
electronically ringing the bell anew.   

Rosa, Catalina, and Margarita arranged 
the décor for the month of the rosary.  
Two giant rosaries were hand crafted. 

Having announced a candy giveaway on October 31 in the 
Sunday bulletin, hundreds of costumed adults, teens, 

children and babies flocked to the rectory.   Also 
announced were the candy distributors: Fr. Jesse, Fr. Joe, 

Fr. Beto, and the Youth Group Leaders.  The giveaway 
began promptly at 5:00 PM.  By 8:30 PM literally all of the 

tons of candies were gone.       
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I am approaching the subject of weight gingerly. Why? I 

don’t want people to think that I am critical of you just 

because you might be on the “heavy” side. I want to 

have a deeper understanding of weight and how that 

affects your health. For the coming weeks, we will 

unravel how our weight could change our health and 

more importantly what can we do about it. I dare not 

offend you by making broad statements about weight 

or obesity. Hence I was extremely happy to come across 

this website “Weight Matters” in their introductory 

statement about why weight matters. It begins with an 

opening statement which reflects my belief and my 

motivation to begin our conversation on weight.

The issue of weight matters to people in many different 

ways. It evokes many different emotions and can often 

be difficult to talk about with your healthcare provider, 

spouse, friend, loved one or others.

The most important reason why weight matters is 

because of your health.

There are many health implications that accompany 

excess weight, such as diabetes, hypertension, sleep 

apnea and others. Sometimes weight can even affect 

emotional health as well. It is not uncommon for some-

one dealing with weight issues to be affected by 

depression or a lack of self-confidence.

Gaining excess weight and realizing the health implica-

tions is not always the easiest thing to recognize. In fact, 

most Americans do not realize that they are affected by 

Weigh In On
Your Health
By Sheila Kun RN, BA, BSN, MS
(Salesian Cooperator)

excess weight or obesity, or even at risk for weight-

related conditions. This is why it is so important for you 

to realize that YOUR WEIGHT DOES MATTER!

Let me begin by going into the physiological compo-

nent of a fat cell this week.   From Wikipedia in its defini-

tion of Adipocyte:  Adipocytes, also known as lipocytes 

and fat cells, are the cells that primarily compose 

adipose tissue, specialized in storing energy as fat.

Your homework assignment from the Care Ministry this 

week: get your weight and height ready. Next week we 

will need these measurements to know your BMI (Body 

Mass Index).

The Care Ministry welcomes your 

comments/suggestions:  kunlouis@gmail.com

“Fall Proof” Your Home
Although falls can happen anywhere, well over half of all 
falls happen at home. Falls at home often happen while 
a person is doing normal daily activities. Some of these 
falls are caused by factors in the person’s living environ-
ment. For instance, a slick floor or a poorly lit stairway 
may lead to a fall.

Other factors that can lead to falls at home include:
• loose rugs
• clutter on the floor or stairs
• carrying heavy or bulky things up or down stairs
• not having stair railings
• not having grab bars in the bathroom

Simple changes can help make your home safer:
Make sure stairways have handrails and good lighting. 
Light switches at the top and bottom can help. Add a con-
trasting color strip on the bottom step.
Placing grab bars in your tub and shower can help you 
avoid falls.

Fall Proofing Your Home
Simple Changes for Home Safety

Six out of every 10 falls happen at home, where we spend 
much of our time and tend to move around without think-
ing about our safety. Many falls could be prevented by 
making simple changes in your living areas, as well as 
personal and lifestyle changes.

Take steps to “fall proof” your home, both inside and 
outdoors. To make your home safer, you can:

• remove or avoid safety hazards
• improve lighting
• install handrails and grab bars

• 

move items to make them easier to reach.

Tips to “Fall Proof” Your Home

• An important step toward preventing falls at 
home is to remove anything that could cause you to 
trip or slip while walking. Tripping on clutter, small 
furniture, pet bowls, electrical or phone cords, or other 
things can cause you to fall. Slipping on rugs or slick 
floors can also cause falls. 

• Arrange furniture to give you plenty of room 
to walk freely. Also remove items from stairs, hallways, 
and pathways. 

• Be sure that carpets are secured to the floor 
and stairs. Remove throw rugs, use non-slip rugs, or at-
tach rugs to the floor with double-sided tape. 

• Put non-slip strips on floors and steps. Put non-
slip strips or a rubber mat on the floor of your bathtub or 

Abstracted by Sheila Kun from NIH Senior health
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shower, as well. You can buy these items at a home cen-
ter or hardware store. 

• At home and elsewhere, try to avoid wet floors 
and clean up spills right away. Use only non-skid wax 
on waxed floors at home. 

• Be careful when walking outdoors, and avoid 
going out alone on ice or snow. A simple slip on a slick 
sidewalk, a curb, or icy stairs could result in a serious 
injury. 

• During the winter, ask someone to spread sand 
or salt on icy surfaces. Be sure to wear boots with good 
traction if you must go out when it snows. Better yet, 
don’t take chances walking on icy or slippery surfaces.
 
• Poor lighting -- inside and outdoors -- can in-
crease your risk of falls. Make sure you have enough 
lighting in each room, at entrances, and on outdoor walk-
ways. Use light bulbs that have the highest wattage rec-
ommended for the fixture.

• Good lighting on stairways is especially im-
portant. Light switches at both the top and bottom of 
stairs can help.

• Place a lamp within easy reach of your bed. 
Put night lights in the bathroom, hallways, bedroom, 
and kitchen. Also keep a flashlight by your bed in case 
the power is out and you need to get up.

• Have handrails installed on both sides of stairs 
and walkways. If you must carry something while walk-
ing up or down stairs, hold the item in one hand and use 

the handrail with the other. When you’re carrying some-
thing, be sure you can see where your feet are stepping.

• Properly placed grab bars in your tub and 
shower, and next to the toilet, can help you avoid falls, 
too. Have grab bars installed, and use them every time 
you get in and out of the tub or shower. Be sure the grab 
bars are securely attached to the wall.

• You might find it helpful to rearrange often-
used items in your home to make them more acces-
sible. Store food boxes, cans, dishes, clothing, and other 
everyday items within easy reach. This simple change 
could prevent a fall that might come from standing on a 
stool to get to an item.

If you have fallen, your doctor might suggest that an 
occupational therapist, physical therapist, or nurse visit 
your home. These health care providers can assess your 
home’s safety and advise you about making changes to 
prevent falls.

Your homework assignment from the Care Ministry this 
week: Have you performed a house check to “fall proof” 
your home?

The Care Ministry welcomes your 
comments/suggestions: kunlouis@gmail.com
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Cesira, the second child of Ubaldo and Rita Micheli 
Pierotti was born in a family of profound christian faith.  
When she was one year old, her family emigrated to the 
United States.  Till she was two, she lived in Buffalo, 
New York.  Because of better job opportunities the fam-
ily moved to Chicago, Illinois, and after some time to 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin.

Both her parents were hardworking and serene.  When 
Cesira was eight years old, her family went to Italy to 
visit her grandparents.  They stayed for 1-1/2 years, dur-
ing which time she went to school, and spoke Italian.  
She received her first Communion and her Confirmation 
there.

Cesira was 10 when the family returned to Chicago 
and she remained there until she graduated from public 
school at the age of 16.  After her older sister Alfea mar-
ried the family moved back to Buffalo, New York.  It was 
at this time that her little brother Reno was ready to begin 
school.  It was very hard to find a job at that time.  As 
she walked from place to place she would stop for a visit 
at the churches she would pass on the way.  After much 
praying to Our Lady of Perpetual Help she found a sec-
retarial job.  By this time the Eucharist had become the 
center of her life and she was becoming closer to Mary 
and began saying the 15 mysteries of the rosary daily.  
One evening, during the novena of grace at the Jesuit 
church, she was struck with the desire to be a Sister.

The only Sisters Cesira knew were the Sisters of St. 
Joseph, where her brother attended school.  She made 
friends with these Sisters and they even invited her to 
enter with them, but she did not feel comfortable about 
becoming one of them.

By an act of Divine Providence, she met a priest at the 
Redemptorist Monastery who had just come from Flori-
da, where he had met the Salesian Sisters whom he was 

impressed by their simplicity, their cheerfulness, their 
poverty, their love for the children.  To Cesira’s surprise 
as well as the priest, she exclaimed:  “That’s where I want 
to go”.  In fact, quite without her mother’s approval, she 
entered that same year.  Only when she made her per-
petual vows did her mother really believe that she was 
not running away from something.

Sr. Cesira spent 75 years of her life as a happy Salesian 
Sister in the ministry of Catholic education and minis-
tered primarily in New York, New Jersey and California.  
She served the province in leadership roles on the local 
and provincial levels and for many years helped cultivate 
and nurture religious vocations as a member of the prov-
ince formation team.  Well into her 80’s, when she could 
no longer be in active ministry due to failing health, she 
maintained contact by phone and by mail with the many 
past students and numerous people whom she ministered.  
She had a zest for life and a winning smile that was char-
acteristically hers.  Even when illness weighed heavily 
upon her, she never refused a visit or a phone call from 
one of her countless friends.  She enthusiastically took 
part in community prayer and get-togethers.  Her strong 
devotion to our Lady, her deep faith and joyful demeanor 
were the hallmark signs of her Salesian vocation.

Carissime,

 La mattina del 7 luglio, 2016 festa di la beata Maria Romero, nella 
Casa Ispettoriale di San Antonio, TX, il Signore ha chamato a Se la nostra 
carissima sorella

Suor Cesira PIEROTTI

Nata a Bagni di Lucca, Italia il 9 maggio, 1919
Professa a North Haledon, N.J. il 5 agosto 1941

Appartenente all’Ispettoria Statunitense “Maria Immacolata” – Stati Uniti
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