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PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR SICK

Dear Salesian Sisters and 
Brothers,

On Friday evening, I flew into Los 
Angeles after four days in New Jer-
sey.  I had flown from San Francisco, 
after my visitation of SS. Peter and 
Paul’s Parish community, to New-
ark, NJ, for a formation meeting.   I 
left a rainy San Francisco and was 
in Orange, NJ during the big snow 
storm that hit the Eastern part of the 
United States and on Friday, flew 
into a drizzling Los Angeles but, to-
day, I’m  enjoying a beautiful sunny 
LA day.  

The formation meeting I attended 
on Thursday, February 9th, was also 
attended by Fr. Tim Ploch, Fr. Steve 
Shafran and Fr. Nick Reina.  The 
formation house staff was also pres-
ent.  The meeting was very positive.  
I would like to thank the formation 

staff of our house in Orange, NJ, 
for their dedication and care of our 
brothers in formation.  They are do-
ing a great job!  Fr. Tom Dunne was 
called in to be Director Last October 
after Fr. Mike Pace was unable to re-
turn as Director due to immigration 
issues.  In the name of our Western 
Province, I wish to thank Tom for 
saying, “yes,” to this new ministry.  
Fr. Tom has been asked to remain as 
director of the formation house until 
the end of the scholastic year.  

The formation meeting lasted all 
day on Thursday, February 9th.  The 
team discussed the formation sched-
ule, the spirit of the house, the aca-
demics, the ministries, the positive 
points and some of the challenges 
that the staff and the Brothers shared 
with us.  We talked about in-house 
classes and the classes taken at Se-
ton Hall.  Overall, we found the 
spirit of the community very posi-
tive, few tensions, if any, a wonder-
ful acceptance of Fr. Tom Dunne as 
the temporary Director, the serious-
ness of seeking spiritual guidance 
and giving time to community and 
personal prayer.  

Some of the challenges facing our 
formation program in Orange fo-
cused on helping the Brothers bal-
ance and navigate through univer-
sity studies, ministerial experiences, 
community obligations, in-house 
Salesian studies and personal time.  

Fr. Thomas Thodukula.......02
Fr. Dave Purdy....................21
Br. Pat Barbariol.................21
Fr. Tom Juarez....................22
Fr. Mario Rosso..................26
Novice Quang Nguyen.......26

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS

Connie Boenzi
(Mother of Fr. Joseph Boenzi)

Br. Bruno de Pretto, SDB
Fr. Mario Rosso, SDB

Fr. Armand Oliveri, SDB
Fr. Arthur Lenti, SDB

Fr. Larry Lorenzoni, SDB
Fr. Jesse Montes, SDB

Doris Roche
Mother of Fr. John Roche.

RIP on Jan.23rd
Fr. Amable Lorenzo, SDB

the brother of our Fr. Avelino
RIP on Jan.18th

Archbishop Patrick Flores
Archbishop of San Antonio, Tx
He was a Salesian Cooperator

RIP on Jan.9th

REST IN PEACE
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We also discussed the need to en-
courage and make sure that learning 
Spanish is given more attention, in 
light of the pastoral needs we face 
in our country today.  Another chal-
lenge that was presented was the dif-
ferent formation levels that exist in 
one house, plus the number of years 
some of the Brothers will spend in 
Orange.  At present, the formation 
house in Orange houses the candi-
dates, pre-novices, the post-novices 
and some students of Theology.  
While some of these issues chal-
lenge us to reflect on better ways to 
improve our formation, we left the 
meeting on a positive note.  Thanks 
again to the formation team and all 
those who help to make this post-
novitiate experience a positive one.

Tonight we begin our Provincial 
Council Meetings.  The Provincial 

Council will meet at Don Bosco 
Tech, Rosemead.  Our usual sched-
ule consists of beginning on Sunday 
evening with evening prayer or Lec-
tio, some personal sharing of where 
we’ve been since our last provin-
cial council meeting, a review of 
the agenda and any comments on 
the agenda or items to be discussed.  
Afterwards, we usually go out to 
dinner as a provincial council.  The 
next two days (usually a Monday 
and Tuesday) consist of all day 
meetings.   At this meeting, we will 
be discussing personnel, some is-
sues related to our schools and re-
quests they are asking, the elderly, 
youth ministry and assignments for 
next year.  Please keep us in your 
prayers.

On Wednesday, February 15, I will 
fly to San Francisco for the Trust 

meetings.  The Province has two 
Trusts that are administered by a 
Board of Salesians and lay-people.  
One Trust is designated for the el-
derly and the other, for formation 
and youth ministry.  These Trusts 
were set up many years ago and can 
only be used for a designated min-
istry.  

I will drive down to Los Angeles on 
Thursday, February 16th, and begin 
the visitation of St. Mary’s Parish in 
Boyle Heights on the 17th.  

The following week, I am scheduled 
to attend the Los Angeles Religious 
Education Congress in Anaheim.  
This annual Congress attracts over 
40,000 people.  It is a beautiful ex-
perience of “Church.”  I try to attend 
every year.  I find the experience 
very positive, meeting many people 

The Western contingent at Orange.  Fr. Tim Ploch joined us for the meeting of the Curatorium at Orange, New Jersey
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Province Calendar

I see only at this event and taking 
in some wonderful workshops that 
help me grow in my spiritual and 
educational life and participating in 
beautiful liturgies and prayerful mo-
ments.

In early March (March 3 – 6), I 
will be making the visitation of St. 
Dominic Savio Parish, Bellflower.  
Please keep me in your prayers as I 
continue to go around the province 
and visit the different ministries.  
May my presence animate and en-
courage my brothers and sisters in 
their work with the young.  But, 
may presence also challenge others 
to live their Salesian life more fully, 
deeply and with a zeal and passion 
for the young. 

Let us pray for our country!  These 
days we hear so much about fear 

and darkness.  I am surprised at the 
number of those I encounter who 
feel afraid, anxious, stressed out and 
confused with what they see and read 
about regarding the direction of our 
country, the spirit and tone of those 
who are leading and scared of their 
future.  Unfortunately, few Bishops 
have anything to say regarding what 
we Christian-Catholic are thinking 
and feeling.  Fear is never from God. 
The Scriptures are filled with exhor-
tation of not fearing—“Do not be 
afraid.”  These were the first words 
out of the mouth of St. Pope John 
Paul II.  Let us be careful not to fall 
into a subtle numbness toward is-
sues that are dear to our Church, the 
Gospel and God:  inclusivity, unity, 
welcoming of those who are on the 
outside, especially, the foreigner, 
the poor, the vulnerable and those 
who are weak.   The young need our 

leadership and courage.  We must 
not be afraid.  Our Christian vision 
is always about hope, a better world, 
working together and seeing the best 
in each other.   Yes, there are evil 
people and dangers from whom we 
must protect ourselves.  Jesus died 
on the cross so that we might live, 
have life to the fullest and bring all 
peoples unto himself.  May God’s 
spirit permeate our lives, our coun-
try and the whole world.

With warm regards,

Fr. Ted Montemayor, SDB

January, 2017

1 SU  Mother of God
3-5  TU-TH  Provincial Council Meeting, 
   Salesian Preparatory, Richmond 
4 WE  Provincial Council Presentation: 

Care of the Elders 
5 TH  Provincial Council:
   Report on Novitiate 
10-19 TU-TH  Provincila Visitation, Salesian 
    Community Bellflower 
16 MO  Martin Luther King, Quarterly Day 
17 TU  Province Financial Advisory Mtg. 
18 WE  Board Members @ 1:30 PM 
   SJB Bellflower 
24 TU  St. Francis de Sales, Patron
27-30 FR-MO  Provincial Visitation, Corpus Christi, 
   San Francisco 
31 TU  St. John Bosco, Founder

February, 2017 

1 WE  Mass for Deceased Confrere
1  WE  Members Board w/Dinner 
    @ 4:00PM St. Francis High School 
2 TH  Members Board @ 12:00 PM 
   Salesian, Richmond 
2-6 TH-MO  Provincial Visitation, SS P&P,  
    San Francisco 
7  TU  Pius IX
7-10 TU-FR  Visit, Curatorium, Orange, NJ 
9 TH  Bl. Eusebia Palomino Yenes, vir.
12-14 SU-TU  Provincial Council Meeting,  
   Don Bosco Tech, Rosemead 
13 MO  Provincial Council Presentation: 

Sharing the Mission with the Laity 
16 TH  Trusts Meetings 
17 FR  Board Meeting, Bosco Tech, 
   Rosemead @ 10:00 AM 
17-20 FR-MO  Provincial Visit, St. Mary’s Parish,  
   Los Angeles 
20 MO  President’s Day 
23-26 TH-SU  Religious Ed Congress 
25  SA  SS. Louis Versiglia & Callistus  
    Caravario, Salesian Protomartyrs 

March, 2017  

1 WE  Ash Wednesday 
3-6 FR-MO  Provincial Visit, St. Dominic  
   Savio Parish, Bellflower 
8 WE  Board Members @ 1:30 PM 
   SJB Bellflower 
10-17 FR-FR  Provincial Visitation, Don Bosco
   Hall, St. Ambrose, Berkeley 
12-14 SU-TU  Provincial Council Meeting 
   Don Bosco Hall, Berkeley 
13 MO  Provincial Council Presentation:

On-Going Formation 
17 FR  St. Patrick’s Day
19 SU  Salesian Family Province Day,  
   Bellflower, followed by Rock Out  
   Poverty, Bellflower 
28-1 TU-SA  “Conjunto”, Cochabamba, Bolivia 

April, 2017

5 WE  Directors-Pastors Meeting,  
   10:00 AM to Dinner,  

Corpus Christi, San Francisco
6-7 TH-FR  Provincial Council Meeting,  
   Provincial Residence, San Francisco 
11-17 TU-MO  Provincial Visitation,  
   San Luis Rey, Laredo 
16 SU  Easter Sunday 
24-26 MO-WE  North American Salesian Conference 
   New Hampshire 
28 FR  Board Meeting, Bosco Tech,  
   Rosemead @ 10:00 AM 
28-3 FR-WE  Provincial Visitation, Provincial 
   Residence, San Francisco 

May, 2017
4 TH  Members Board w/ Dinner 
   @ 4:00 PM Salesian, Richmond 
6 SA  St. Dominic Savio 
7-9 SU-TU  Provincial Council Meeting,

St. Luke’s, Stockton 
12-14 FR-SU  Provincial Visit, St. Bridget Parish, 
   Los Angeles 
13 SA  St. Mary Domenica Mazzarello
16 TU  St. Louis Orione
17 WE  Members Board @ 10:00 AM 
   St. Francis High School 
18 TH  Board Members W/ Dinner
   @ 1:30 PM, SJB Bellflower 
24 WE  Mary Help of Christians
29 MO  Memorial Day 

June, 2017

4-10 SU-SA  Arrowhead Days, Arrive 3:00 PM
8 TH  Bl. Stephan Sandor 
16 FR  Board Meeting, Bosco Tech,  
   Rosemead, @ 10:00 AM 
18-23 SU-FR  Retreat at Three Rivers 
19-24 MO-SA  SYLC 2017, Camp St. Francis
23 FR  St. Joseph Cafasso

July, 2017 

4 TU  Independence Day 
7 FR  Bl. Maria Romero Meneses, FMA
9-11 SU-TU  Provincial Council Meeting 
   Provincial Residence, SF 
17-21 MO-FR  SUE-SUO Directors’ Workshop, 
   Berkeley 
30-4 SU-FR  Retreat, San Juan Bautista 

August, 2017 

13-15 SU-TU  Provincial Council Meeting, 
   St. John Bosco HS, Bellflower
15 TU  Assumption of Our Lady 
25 FR  Blessed Maria Troncatti
26 SA  Blessed Zeffirino Namuncurá
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On February 2nd, the Church celebrates the presentation of Jesus at the temple, forty days after 
his birth. On this day parishioners bring their statues of baby Jesus’ and candles to be blessed 
after mass. As a Mexican tradition the baby Jesus’ are dressed up as saints, cardinals, doctors, 
and priests.  

 
By blessing the baby Jesus statue, the traditional belief is that Jesus’ will be the protector of the 
family in the upcoming year.  

St. Mary’s Chronicles 

 El día de la 
Candelaria  
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The status of the Archdiocese was presented by 
Archbishop Jose Gomez. By promoting Together 
in Mission programs are used to help the poorer 
parishes in the arch-diocese. Members of our 
finance council attending were Jonathan 
Medina, Andy Muñana, Elizabeth Gamarra, 
Mark Khodavandi, Fr. Jesse Montes, and George 
Campos

ADLA Regional 
Presentations 

with 
Archbishop  

Gomez  

The funeral of Doris Roche, mother of Fr. John Roche, who is the Director of Don 
Bosco Hall in Berkeley.  The reason for remembering her in relation to our 
parish is due to our pastor.  Fr. Jesse was moderator of the 1975 yearbook at 
Don Bosco Tech where Fr. John was the yearbook art editor.  His mother 
traveled with Fr. Jesse to Turin in 1988.  He and the Roche family are very close 
friends. 
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ROSEMEAD, CA. – February 8, 2017 - Don Bosco 
Technical Institute (Bosco Tech) hosted its 45th Annual 
Mathematics Competition for fifth through eighth grade 
students on Saturday, February 4. The annual event of-
fered awards to the highest scoring individuals and teams 
in large and small school divisions and Level I (grades 
5-6) and Level II (grades 7-8). Approximately 300 stu-
dents took part in this year’s event.

Participating schools included: Barnhart School, Beati-
tudes of Our Lord School, Bitely Elementary School, 
Christ Lutheran School, Epiphany School, Immacu-
late Conception, Jefferson Middle School, Los Angeles 
Leadership Academy, Macy Intermediate, Mesa Robles 
Middle School, Mountain Track Middle School, Our 
Lady of the Miraculous Medal Catholic School, Pasa-
dena Rosebud Academy, Polytechnic School, Portero 
Heights Elementary, Precious Blood School Catholic 
School, Ridgecrest Intermediate, St. Andrew School, St. 
Benedict Catholic School, St. Dominic Savio School, St. 
John the Baptist, St. Thomas Aquinas School, St. Thom-
as More, Sts. Felicitas & Perpetua Catholics School, Sts. 
Peter and Paul, San Gabriel Mission Elementary, Shively 
Middle School, Sierra Madre Middle School and Sky 
Mountain Charter School.

The students who placed individually came from the fol-
lowings schools:

Large-School Individual Student Results (Level II)
Christ Lutheran School
Sierra Madre Middle School
Sierra Madre Middle School

Large-School Individual Student Results (Level I)
Ridgecrest Intermediate
Polytechnic
Mountain Track Middle School

Small-School Individual Student Results (Level II)
Sky Mountain Charter School
Precious Blood Catholic School
Sts. Felicitas & Perpetua Catholic School

Small-School Individual Student Results (Level I)
Beatitudes of Our Lord Catholic School
Beatitudes of Our Lord Catholic School
Sts. Felicitas & Perpetua Catholic School
The following schools’ teams placed:

Large-School Team Results (Level II)

BOSCO TECH HOSTED 45TH ANNUAL MATH COMPETITION 
FOR MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENTS ON FEBRUARY 4
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Christ Lutheran School (110 out of a possible 200)
Sierra Madre Middle School (103 out of a possible 200)
Macy Intermediate (90 out of a possible 200)

Small-School Team Results (Level II)
Sts. Felicitas & Perpetua Catholic School (108 out of a 
possible 200)
Barnhart School (105 out of a possible 200)
Precious Blood Catholic School (103 out of a possible 
200)

Large-School Team Results (Level I)
Christ Lutheran School (44 out of a possible 120)

Small-School Team Results (Level I)
St. Dominic Savio Catholic School (53 out of a possible 
120)
Beatitudes of Our Lord (52 out of a possible 120)
Sts. Felicitas & Perpetua Catholic School (50 out of a 
possible 120)

The Top Team in both Level I and II were awarded $250 
for their school’s mathematics clubs on behalf of Print-
efex, Inc. Bosco Tech congratulates Level I winners, St. 
Dominic Savio Catholic School and Level II winners, 
Christ Lutheran School.

“Bosco Tech wishes to thank you this year’s participants 
and commend the students for their effort and enthu-
siasm,” said Valeria De Luna, Bosco Tech Director of 
Admissions. “We also want to recognize the parents and 
teachers who so well prepared and supported these hard-
working young people.”

Celebrating its sixty second year, Bosco Tech is an all-
male Catholic high school that offers an innovative cur-
riculum allowing students to exceed university admis-
sion requirements while completing extensive integrated 
coursework in one of five applied science and engineer-
ing fields. Each year for the past several years, one hun-
dred percent of the graduating class has earned college 
acceptances. Visit www.boscotech.edu or call (626) 940-
2000.for more information. 

According to Niche.com, Bosco Tech ranks in the top 
three of all-boys schools in the Los Angeles metro area 
and among the top 100 all-boys high schools in America. 
Founded in 2002 by Carnegie Mellon University stu-
dents as CollegeProwler.com, Niche provides reviews 
from everyday experts on neighborhoods, colleges, and 
K-12 schools to provide students, families and profes-
sionals with insight into important life decisions.
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Today is a happy day at St. Joseph Youth Renewal Cen-
ter. We are throwing a party in celebration of the induc-
tion of our newly inducted Cooperators – David Lerma 
and Julie Cordova. David is from St. Joseph and Julie is 
from Dominic Savio Parish. Yes, we are happy that two 
new people have the vocation to commit themselves to 
serve the Lord in a special way. But what is the signifi-
cance of David’s induction so special at St. Joseph?

The story traces back to the vision of the Fr. Chris Woerz. 
When Fr. Chris was our spiritual director for the Coop-
erators here at St. Joseph, he worked very hard to pro-
mote and recruit candidates who might have the voca-
tion to become Cooperators. (Cooperators are lay people 
with the same Salesian mission in their own family and 
community; they promise to have special devotion to the 
need of the young and especially the poor, but living as 
lay people in their own settings.) Fr. Chris envisioned 
that the Searchers who have the ministry here at St. Jo-
seph for over 40 years would be good candidates. For 
those of you who are not familiar with the Searchers, the 
Los Angeles/San Gabriel Valley Search is a community 
of young adults within the Los Angeles Catholic Archdi-
ocese that is sponsored by the St. Joseph Salesian Youth 
Renewal Center. They are a small, but powerful part of 
the larger body of Christ. Each community member is 

on a journey seeking a deeper relationship with Jesus 
Christ. The Search community provides opportunities to 
give and receive support through fellowship, prayer, and 
service. A key aspect of their young adult ministry is of-
fering a weekend retreat every three months.  Fr. Chris 
admired the leadership of the Searchers and had formal-
ly invited them to see what the life of a Cooperator is 
like. There were formal and informal efforts to plant the 
seeds of this special vocation. Finally, David Lerma has 
accepted the call; while being still very involved with 
the Search, he has studied in the formation program of 
the Cooperators for two years. He is the first Searcher to 
become a cooperator. By the way, there are several more 
Searchers now in formation. At the same time, Louis 
Kun, a cooperator at St. Joseph, had participated in the 
Search’s retreat - and he is considered a Searcher as well.

This cross pollination of responding to the call to focus 
on the work of young people is just the first step to build 
up the ministerial work here at St. Joseph. Together we 
serve; together we stand strong to answer the call for 
more missionary work. Fr. Chris said we did not have to 
look further to recruit worthy candidates to deepen their 
faith and serve the Lord in a special way - we began in 
our own backyard. #Go Searchers. #Go Cooperators. 

Celebrating the Work of the Searchers and 
Cooperators at St. Joseph

By Sheila Kun, Cooperator
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Pictures of the celebration at St. Joseph, 
Rosemead and St. Dominic Savio Church, 
Bellflower Jan. 31, 2017: welcome the newly 
inductees Dave and Julie to the Association 
of Salesian Cooperators.
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I am approaching the subject of weight gingerly. Why? I 

don’t want people to think that I am critical of you just 

because you might be on the “heavy” side. I want to 

have a deeper understanding of weight and how that 

affects your health. For the coming weeks, we will 

unravel how our weight could change our health and 

more importantly what can we do about it. I dare not 

offend you by making broad statements about weight 

or obesity. Hence I was extremely happy to come across 

this website “Weight Matters” in their introductory 

statement about why weight matters. It begins with an 

opening statement which reflects my belief and my 

motivation to begin our conversation on weight.

The issue of weight matters to people in many different 

ways. It evokes many different emotions and can often 

be difficult to talk about with your healthcare provider, 

spouse, friend, loved one or others.

The most important reason why weight matters is 

because of your health.

There are many health implications that accompany 

excess weight, such as diabetes, hypertension, sleep 

apnea and others. Sometimes weight can even affect 

emotional health as well. It is not uncommon for some-

one dealing with weight issues to be affected by 

depression or a lack of self-confidence.

Gaining excess weight and realizing the health implica-

tions is not always the easiest thing to recognize. In fact, 

most Americans do not realize that they are affected by 

Weigh In On
Your Health
By Sheila Kun RN, BA, BSN, MS
(Salesian Cooperator)

excess weight or obesity, or even at risk for weight-

related conditions. This is why it is so important for you 

to realize that YOUR WEIGHT DOES MATTER!

Let me begin by going into the physiological compo-

nent of a fat cell this week.   From Wikipedia in its defini-

tion of Adipocyte:  Adipocytes, also known as lipocytes 

and fat cells, are the cells that primarily compose 

adipose tissue, specialized in storing energy as fat.

Your homework assignment from the Care Ministry this 

week: get your weight and height ready. Next week we 

will need these measurements to know your BMI (Body 

Mass Index).

The Care Ministry welcomes your 

comments/suggestions:  kunlouis@gmail.com

Are You At Risk for Type II Diabetes?

I was struck by the cover headlines of the Nutrition Ac-
tion Health Letter January/February 2017 issue. It says: 
1 out of 3 adults have prediabetes. 9 out of 10 don’t 
know it. The American Diabetes Association comes 
up with a test on line. But the Nutrition Action author 
Bonnie Liebman neatly summarizes for us. Here is the 
test that everyone should take. Don’t be afraid, know-
ing your risk factors is better than hiding your head un-
der the sand like an ostrich. Once you know where you 
stand, then you can do something about it. Okay, this 
week, let us take the test first, then next week we will 
study the subject more in depth. To tell you the truth, I 
was shocked by being over 65 years old, I have already 
earned 3 points. Please note the less points you have, the 
lesser the risk.  The calculation is fairly simple. Go for 
it!

Your homework assignment from the Care Ministry this 
week: Take the “Are You at Risk?” test. And share it 
with your love ones.

The Care Ministry welcomes your comments/sugges-
tions: kunlouis@gmail.com

By Sheila Kun, Cooperator

Type   2
Diabetes

Are you at risk?

overweight

little   to   no   exercise

family   history

does   this   sound   like   you?
book   an   appointment   with   your   GP
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