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May we accompany the young and
each other in our life journeys. May
we become “signs and bearers of
God’s love for the young.” Happy
Father’s Day to all!

Dear Salesian Sisters and
Brothers,
This morning, at the Sunday Eucharist at which I presided, all Dads,
both living and deceased, were remembered! Today in a special way
we thank God for our “Dads” who
have had a special influence, in
some way, in our lives.
On this “Father’s Day” many of us
SDBs also get a “Happy Father’s
Day” wish from someone who remembers us. Many see us as some
type of “Father” to many spiritual
sons and daughters. This wish is so
appropriate for us who follow Don
Bosco, a Father to the young and
someone we ourselves call, “Father”. My good wishes and prayers
go out to all Dads that we know.
And, I pray that all of us (including
SDBs) may become, like our Father,
Don Bosco, good “spiritual fathers.”

This evening many of our brothers will start their annual retreat at
Three Rivers. We wish to accompany them with our prayers. Fr. Juan
Jose Bartolome’ will be preaching
our first retreat! We welcome Juan
Jose to our province. For 12 years,
Juan Jose, as secretary of the then
Rector Major, Fr. Pascual Chavez,
accompanied him in his many trips
around the world. He has spent several summers at Don Bosco Hall in
Berkeley, doing research and taking
time to write. We welcome Juan
Jose back to our province and thank
him for preaching our June retreat.
On Thursday, I will travel to Three
Rivers to join my brothers on retreat
and preside at the Eucharist on Friday morning before heading back
down to Los Angeles.
Tomorrow, our annual SYLC session begins and goes until Saturday, June 24. Young people from
each of our sites will be represented. They are accompanied by one
or two adult leaders. This Salesian
Youth Leadership Conference has
been taking place for many years at
Camp St. Francis in Aptos, California. We are grateful to all those who
have spearheaded these conferences
throughout the years. For the last
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JUNE BIRTHDAYS
Fr. Thien Nguyen ............02
Fr. Mike Gergen..................03
Fr. Harry Rasmussen..........04
Fr. Timothy Ploch...............08
Br. Phil Mandile..................12
Br. Fabian Cardenas...........12
Fr. Joe Thinh Nguyen.........17
Br. Bob Hennings...............18
Fr. Massimo Schwarzel .....29
PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR SICK
Fr. Lucian Lomello, SDB
Br. Jerry Weirich, SDB
Br. Tony Matse, SDB
Fr. Armand Oliveri, SDB
Fr. Mario Rosso, SDB
Fr. John O’Brien, SDB
Fr. Avelino Lorenzo, SDB
REST IN PEACE

Fr. George Williams, SDB
R.I.P on June 06 at 101 years
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Fr. Juan Jose Bartolome (3rd one from the right) at annual retreat of SDB at St, Anthony Retreat Center, Three Rivers, CA.

nine or so years, Br. Al Vu, SDB has
been leading and animating these
youth gatherings. We thank him and
his youth ministry team who have
worked so hard to make these youth
training weeks so successful. The
young people return to their sites
“fired up” with the Salesian Spirit
and ready to make a difference. Our
responsibility is to help and accompany these youth leaders to lead and
infuse our salesian sites with Don
Bosco’s spirit. We wish them all the
best and assure them of our prayers.
I will visit the SYLC gathering on
Wednesday and, in the evening, celebrate the Eucharist with them.
This same week, in Berkeley, California, a good number of our School
administrators and new teachers
will attend SES. The Salesian Edu-

cational Seminar takes place at Don
Bosco Hall from Monday, June 19th
to Friday, June 23. Workshops,
breakout sessions and informal
gatherings and conversations help
form and deepen our educators in
the Salesian ethos and spirituality.
As I mentioned in last week’s letter, the “why” for our existence as
Salesians is to be “signs and bearers
of God’s love for the young, especially, those who are poor and most
in need.” The young people must
be the center of our ministry. When
we put young people at the center,
difficulties among ourselves lessen.
When issues center on ourselves and
our “petty needs” as teachers and
educators, then, we find more drama and tension in our schools and
youth sites. Let us keep our adult
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educators in our prayers as they
gather to reflect in a deeper way on
Don Bosco’s style of education. I
often find that when our educators
are not formed in the “Preventive
System,” we tend to run our Salesian Youth sites as corporations and
companies. We are a family. Our
Salesian Constitutions tell us, “In an
atmosphere of mutual trust and daily forgiveness, the need and joy of
sharing everything is experienced,
and relationships are governed not
so much by recourse to rules as
by faith and the promptings of the
heart. (Const. 16). And, in Constitution 51, we read, “Family spirit is
the hallmark of the salesian community and inspires every moment of
its life; work and prayer, meals and
recreations, meetings and other en2

counters.” “…In an atmosphere of brotherly friendship
we share our joys and sorrows, and we are partners in our
apostolic plans and experiences.” I will also be making
a visit to our SES participants on Tuesday of this week.
So, this week promises to be a rich and full week. I thank
everyone who has had some involvement in the preparations and executions of these events. As the saying goes,
“it takes a village to form a child.” Many of you have
done so much to organize these events and I say THANK
YOU! Hopefully, next week’s InTouch will spotlight
these events.

May you continue to have a wonderful summer, filled
with youth oriented activities, enriching experiences, encounters and many moments of rest and relaxation.
With warm regards and gratitude,

Fr. Ted Montemayor, SDB
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Bl. Stephan Sandor
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All Saints’ Day
Mass for deceased benefactors and
members of the Salesian Family
FMA-SDB Joint Council Meeting,
San Antonio, TX
SUE-SUO Joint Jouncil Meeting,
Stoney Point, NY
Blessed Artemides Zatti, Religious
Blessed Maddalene Morano
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Thanksgiving Day
SDB’s. In Each house one Mass is

A Full Heart
By Br. Benito Guerrero, Jr., SDB
from camp. I loved being in their presence, especially
being able to witness this special day in their lives. It was
an amazing feeling greeting everyone and then hearing
whispers in the background, “Look! Benito’s here!” The
excitement that the young people and their parents had
on their faces reminded me of why I was called to this
Salesian vocation. Its been said before, by much wiser
people, that we may never see the fruits of our labors, all
we can pray for is that the seed planted will soon flourish.
In April, I flew home to Texas to be the Confirmation However, to be able to witness the elation on the faces
sponsor for my nephews and even got to meet the new of the young people that you have somehow impacted is
Auxiliary Bishop for the Diocese of Austin. While this indescribable.
visit was too short, I am always thankful for getting to
see and spend time with my family. The next day, I was Prior to my leaving the East Coast, I attended the graduoff to Northern California. One of my campers from ation of one of my favorite schools, Don Bosco Cristo
when I was a novice at Camp St. Francis asked me to be Rey. Getting to revisit the school, I saw so many familiar
his Confirmation sponsor and I was only too grateful to and smiling faces. This is such a special school where the
accept. Our Lady Help of Christians in Watsonville was Salesian spirit is definitely alive and well. I look forward
packed with so many familiar faces from camp. Seeing to seeing what these young people will accomplish as
them all again, my mind began to flood with memories they transition onto this new phase of their lives.
I must confess that oftentimes I go about my day somewhat on auto-pilot. However, when I take the time to reflect on the happenings of the day, I get to see how God
is truly working in my life and I feel quite blessed being a Salesian. These past few months, weeks and days
have been filled with graduations and familial reunions. I
am so grateful for these moments shared with the young
people and those young at heart.
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The morning of June 9th, I was blessed to be in attendance at the 8th grade graduation of Santa Isabel Elementary School in East Los Angeles. Two of the boys
graduating were at Camp St. Francis last summer. Then
later in the evening, I was at the graduation of Don Bosco
Tech in Rosemead. While all the graduations from our
schools are special, this particular graduation was extremely special for me. Those graduating, a mere four
years ago, were just freshman when I began my novitiate year at St. Joseph’s. I can’t believe how fast time
has flown by. Getting to see how those boys have now
transformed into young men, getting ready to embark on
new adventures really touched my heart. Even though I
have been away for a few years, the second I stepped on
campus, I immediately felt right at home. As I made my
way to the seating area, a couple of past graduates ran to
greet me. They are both now in college and being able
to reconnect with them was great. As the seniors were
called to the stage and I heard their names said out loud, I
thought back to the moments during their freshman year
when I was able to be present among them and blessed
to have had some great conversations with them where
they often expressed their joys and hardships. And while
I’m sure that it hasn’t always been an easy journey, I am
so proud of these young men and their accomplishments.

Now I have to admit, being a Salesian isn’t always easy.
Everyday I have to remind myself of the commitment to
the vows that I professed. However, I can honestly say
that I have received an innumerable amount of blessings
ever since deciding to open my heart to God’s call and
to follow in Don Bosco’s footsteps. I am grateful for the
opportunities that I’ve been given to not only be present but to be at the service of the young. Each and every
instance has been a moment of great learning for me as I
continue on my vocational journey. They say that home
is where your heart is. Well, for me, home has been in the
East Coast for these past three years, and I’m fortunate
enough to still have a home to come back to both in Texas and California. While I may have several “homes,”
I still have only one heart and these past few days my
heart has been quite full. I thank God for the time I’ve
been given to reconnect with my Salesian brothers and
the greater Salesian family. Know that you all are always
in my heart and in my prayers and please continue to
pray for me.
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Confirmation

This past year, while in New Jersey, I was assigned to
prepare middle school children for the Sacrament of
Confirmation from a nearby parish. While I had never
been to this parish before, I have to admit that I was a
little nervous. I was also nervous because I had never
taught Confirmation before, so I was unsure of what to
do. However, after meeting with the Sisters of St. John,
who run the parish religious education program, I quickly was put at ease.

where we helped feed the homeless and then a retreat
was required before they could receive the Sacrament of
Confirmation. Although prior to each of these events, my
students would complain about having to go, but afterward, when we would share with each other about our
experience, they all expressed how much they enjoyed
the time spent with each other and serving others.

Finally, the time came for them to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation. Bishop Manny Cruz, Archdiocese
Another new thing for me, was that after the religious of Newark, was the main celebrant. While the year did
education program, we attended Mass with the children. present a number of challenges, I really enjoyed my time
I really liked being able to ensure that the students went teaching these particular students. I will miss them, but
to Mass. Now of course, teaching every Sunday wasn’t I carry them with me in my heart and all that they have
always the easiest task to accomplish, especially because taught me.
my students didn’t really want to be in class. However, I
tried my best to make it more like a discussion instead of - Br. Benito Guerrero, Jr., SDB
a typical classroom setting and they seemed to appreciate that. Throughout the year, we had a service project
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Don Bosco relic on its way home

(ANS - Rome) – Two-week of waiting, with inves- Provincial Command of Asti and the Procuratorate of
tigating authorities working professionally and silently
and hundreds of thousands of Don Bosco’s faithful and
sympathizers praying, and yesterday, Thursday, June 15,
the ampoule containing a part of Don Bosco’s brain was
found. The news was met with a huge sigh of relief, a
happy ending of the affair; great, indeed, the joy and gratitude of the entire Salesian Family.
The relic of Don Bosco had been stolen on the evening
of June 2 from the lower Basilica of Colle Don Bosco,
that is, where on 16 August 1815, Giovanni Melchiorre
Bosco was born - the Biglione farm at that time. Taking
advantage of a lull in pilgrimages, the thief crossed the
crystal wall protecting the reliquary and, after extracting
the ampoule, escaped.
The shock was great, not only the many devotees of Don
Bosco, and the Church, but throughout the globe: a testimony that Don Bosco today is a prized heritage not only
of the Salesian Family, but of humanity as a whole, globally. “News of the theft of the relic of St. John Bosco
from the Temple of Castelnuovo is one you would never
want to hear,” said Archbishop of Turin, Cesare Nosiglia.
“Let us pray for this relic to return soon,” added Fr. Francesco Cereda, Vicar of the Rector Major.

Asti launched their police investigations, but without too
much clamor, indeed, specifically requesting discretion
in communications to avoid hindering investigations.
Investigations carried out “with a classic method”, said
a report of the Asti Carabinieri: interviews, cross-examinations, fingerprints - thanks to the collaboration of the
“RIS” (Italian Department of Scientific Investigations)
in Parma - security cameras ... Finally, the discovery of a
suspect, with consequent stakeouts and surveillance until
the yesterday’s action, which led to the detention of the
perpetrator, a 42-year-old man who has confessed, and
the relic’s finding. Truth is, the relic had never been very
far from the site of the theft, but had only been hidden in
a copper teapot inside a cupboard in the thief’s home in
Pinerolo.
“The glass ampoule containing the relic and the wax seal
are intact. Nothing has been touched, “Fr Cereda announced. “The faithful and Saint’s many young friends
can now continue to pray before his relic, asking him to
help them follow his example of mercy and goodness,”
added Msgr. Nosiglia.

In conclusion, the entire Salesian Family associates itself with the words of Rector Major Fr Ángel Fernández
As news of theft became breaking news on a planetary Artime, who said yesterday evening: “Let us thank God
scale, reaching even ppers and editorials rarely dealing for the quick and happy conclusion of this affair, along
with religious themes, and making the headlines and with all those who helped us and sustained us throughout
screens of each and every nation, the Carabinieri of the these days.”
7
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BOSCO TECH TO HOST BACCALAUREATE AND
COMMENCEMENT EXERCISES ON JUNE 9
Class Awarded More Than $4.6 Million in Merit Scholarships Thus Far

The Baccalaureate Mass will be held on the campus mall,
with the traditional conferral of diplomas and graduation
ceremonies immediately following. The keynote speaker
will be alumnus Ricardo Mireles (class of ’83) who is
founder and executive director of Highland Park’s Ac“Bosco Tech’s faculty and staff are extremely proud of ademia Avance. Graduating seniors John Paul Gomezthe class of 2017,” said Principal Xavier Jimenez. “These Reed and Lorenzo Zamora will serve as co-valedictostudents are technological innovators, communicators rians. In keeping with Tech tradition, a junior, Grayson
and leaders, and we have great confidence in their future Wade, will give the salutatorian message. The festiviachievements. These 85 graduating seniors have already ties will feature Bosco Tech’s traditional alumni recepgarnered more than $4.6 million in merit scholarships for tion line, where past graduates personally welcome each
their college studies, with awards expected to reach $6 member of the class of 2017 into their ranks.
million.”
8
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ROSEMEAD, CA – May 22, 2017 – Don Bosco Technical Institute (Bosco Tech) will host its baccalaureate
and commencement exercises for the graduating class of
2017 on Friday, June 9, at 5 p.m. on the school campus.

Bosco Tech is an all-male Catholic
high school that combines a rigorous college-preparatory program
with a technology-focused education. The innovative curriculum allows students to exceed university
admission requirements while completing extensive integrated coursework in one of several applied science and engineering fields. Visit
www.boscotech.edu or call (626)
940-2000 for more information.
Karen Krynen			
E-mail: kkrynen@boscotech.edu
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St. Dominic Savio is looking for a
new Youth Minister

If you are interested please email us the application at youthcenter@saintdominicsavio.org.
We are receiving applications until July 15,
2017

JUNE

SALESIAN MISSIONARY INTENTIONS
IN THE LIGHT OF THE HOLY FATHER’S PRAYER INTENTIONS FOR 2017

For Salesians Who Work in
Conflict Areas
That they may be Builders of Peace
through the weapon of “education” and
the proclamation of the “Prince of Peace”.
Salesians are present in many areas of the world where there
are military, social, political, ethnic, and religious conflicts, often
manipulated by commercial and business interests; interests
that have no compassion on the innocent, or the weakest. The
mission of the Salesian Family in these areas is to be free,
prophet and builder of peace with the tenacity of education for
coexistence and human dignity, supported by the One who “is
our peace”.
INTOUCH • June 18, 2017

10

INTOUCH • June 18, 2017

11

N. 102 - June 2017

Newsletter for Salesian Missionary Animation

A Publication of the Missions Sector for the Salesian Communities and Friends of the Salesian Mission

To Live and Announce the Initial Proclamation

F

I

n the month of March,
Yapacaraí (Paraguay) hosted
the Team Visit to the Region
of Cono Sud in Latin America.
This programme was colored by
the fraternal memory of the red
blood of our Salesian Missionary
Don Rodolfo Lunkenbein. Right
up to his martyrdom (Meruri Brazil, July 15, 1976) he was
accompanied by his young and
faithful collaborator, Simone
Bororo. 40 years on, the process
was launched for the recognition
of
their
martyrdom.
"Rodolfo and Simone, life for
life!", are the powerful words of
the hymn composed for this
occasion. It is becoming a
popular tune in all the Salesian
Provinces of South America.
There are many who preceded
us. They sowed, and they
watered with their blood and
sweat, the seed of a new life in
Jesus Christ as incarnated in the
Salesian charism. Preserving
their memory is a sure means to
keeping alive the missionary
spirit of the Congregation.
They too, as the theme of the
Salesian Mission Day 2017 says,
"stayed with us!" Don Bosco continues knocking at the heart of
so many young Salesians of all
continents who are ready to
leave everything, to go and
"stay with them" ... Ad vitam,
forever!

rom 23rd to 31st April Salesian Missionary America met at
Cachoeira do Campo (Belo Horizonte - Brazil) to find
practical ways to live and announce the Initial
Proclamation of Jesus Christ in the various sectors and
environments of the Salesian mission. 72 SDB and FMA from the
whole of the Americas reflected together on the theme. They
were enlightened by the synthesis of the results of the eight
regional seminars that were held on all continents over the last
few years. They dwelt on the wealth of our Preventive System,
as well as other pastoral experiences of Initial Proclamation
outside the Salesian context. Participants shared their concrete
experiences through several workshops. They reflected on
criteria and made operational choices for the animation of
their provinces. They proposed creative ways to be tools of
Initial Proclamation in schools, youth-centres, urban parishes,
social services, indigenous communities, and among children
and teenagers at risk. All this was bathed in a climate of rich
spirituality through reflection on the Word of God. There was
an enriching experience of Salesian family spirit. Each DIAM
(SDB) and Coordinator of Missionary Animation (FMA) made
plans for the replication of the seminar and practices. Just like
the 72 disciples of the Lord (Lk 10: 1), these 72 SDB and FMA
were sent forth to all the provinces and nations between the
United States and Chile to bring the Good News to all of our Salesian presences.

Fr Guillermo Basañes,
Fr.
Bas
SDB
Councillor for the Missions
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Tɥɢ Jɬɶ ɬɣ ɰɢɯɳɦɫɤ ɱɥɢ Lɬɯɡ
The stories of missionaries have always fascinated me. After some
experiences in the missions of Guatemala, I had a ‘missionary distress’ during my postnovitiate. I spoke of this with my spiritual
director, my confessor, and especially with missionaries. After all,
these missionaries had one day lived this same anxiety and today are
the bearers of this charism in our province. Above all, I prayed. I
knelt before the tabernacle. My fingers rolled over my rosary beeds.
I asked the Lord for clarity in his call, the courage to answer, and
the love to make it a reality.
The counsel that impressed me most was that of Don Checchi. He
smiled and said, "My dear, if you've already placed your life in the
hands of God ... enjoy His dreams. Let Him do the driving. Let Him take you to the kids He has thought of
for you. Love His voice. Love what he has planned for your life. I assure you, you will be happy that you
trusted Him. "
Some of my confreres were more rational. They said, "Why go out? We
have such a lot of work here itself?" True, there is a lot to do. It is also
true that the Congregation is one, the world over. Young people as well
as confreres are waiting for us everywhere. If the vineyard is of the Lord,
He should be the one to distribute His workers. It is ours to do what He
asks of us, with the love He gives us, where He wants us and sends us.
And then I thought ... if the first Salesians did not risk what they had to
go beyond, how would we ever have come to know God, Don Bosco and
our vocation?
Urged on by the desire to serve the Lord, I made myself available and, in 2015
2015, I was sent to Kosovo in
Albania. There I faced a totally unexpected reality. I had got used to thinking of missions with their
churches overflowing with believers. I had not imagined myself landing up in a completely Muslim village.
There I was, sharing the joy of being a missionary with two confreres and 18 Catholics!
My very first difficulty was to give up the idea that I had had till then of the missions. I had to try and
understand what the Lord was offering me. Add to that the difficulty of the language and my ignorance of
Islam. I found myself faced with a real challenge. Only the help of my brothers and sisters gave me the
courage to understand and to carry on. How much joy I have discovered since then in letting me be
surprised by the presence of God in the boys around me. Their questions, our discussions, and the way we
have listened to each other, are today the joy of my heart. They are my gratitude to God for my missionary
vocation. I think it will always be so, that the most beautiful blessing from being a missionary will be the
young and the confreres.
I believe that to be a missionary is part of our Salesian DNA. From going out to the streets to find boys, to
leaving our country for God's love, our vocation gets greatly enriched. We live life in its fullness when we
make God's dream our dream, His youngsters our boys, His calling our life. So if God wants you to be a
missionary, let yourself be guided by his love and go where the young people are waiting for you: I assure
you there will be no greater joy in your life!
Giuseppe Liano SDB
Guatemalan, missionary in Albania - Kosovo

Witness of Salesian Missionary Sanctity

Fr. Pierluigi Cameroni SDB, Postulator General for the Causes of Saints

The Servant of God Matilde Salem (1904-1961) did not have an easy married life, tested
by God, among other things, also by her inability to bear children. She developed her maternal identity by being at the service of orphans and those in need: "These will be my children
forever, as well as all others whom the Lord will make me meet in my life." She worked tirelessly so that the Salesians could open a house in Aleppo (Syria). Afflicted at the age of 54
by a terrible tumour, she made the supreme offer - her life itself: "My God, I offer my life
for the unity of Christians, the sanctification of priests and the prosperity of Salesian work."

Salesian Missionary Intention
)ක6ඉඔඍඛඑඉඖඛඟඐ:කඓඑඖ&ඖඎඔඑඋග$කඍඉඛ

That they may be Builders of Peace through the weapon of
“education” and the proclamation of the “Prince of Peace”.
Salesians are present in many areas of the world where there are military, social, political, ethnic,
and religious conflicts, often manipulated by commercial and business interests; interests that
have no compassion on the innocent, or the weakest. The mission of the Salesian Family in
these areas is to be free, prophet and builder of peace with the tenacity of education for coexistence and human dignity, supported by the One who “is our peace”.
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Weigh
On
What isInDistracted
Driving?
Your Health
excess weight or obesity, or even at risk for weightrelated conditions. This is why it is so important for you
to realize that YOUR WEIGHT DOES MATTER!

(Part 1)

Let me begin by going into the physiological component of a fat cell this week. From Wikipedia in its definition of Adipocyte: Adipocytes, also known as lipocytes
Abstracted by Sheila Kun, Cooperator from Raising Awareness on Distracted Driving,
and fat cells, are the cells that primarily compose
Anthony Phoenix Branca Foundation
I am approaching the subject of weight gingerly. Why? I
adipose tissue, specialized in storing energy as fat.
don’t want people to think that I am critical of you just
because you might be on the “heavy” side. I want to
wheel,
or your mind off of your primary task of drivhave a deeper understanding of weight and how that
ing safely, potentially endangering the driver, passenger,
affects your health. For the coming weeks, we will
and bystander safety. Some forms of distracted driving
unravel how our weight could change our health and
include:
more importantly what can we do about it. I dare not
you by making broad statements about weight
• offendTexting
Hence
extremely
happy to come across
• or obesity.
Using
a cellI was
phone
or smartphone
• this website
Eating and
drinking
“Weight
Matters” in their introductory
• statement
Talking
to
passengers
about why weight matters. It begins with an
• opening
Grooming
statement which reflects my belief and my
• motivation
Reading,
including maps
to begin our conversation on weight.

By Sheila Kun RN, BA, BSN, MS
(Salesian Cooperator)

•
Using a navigation system
•
Watching a video
of weight matters to people in many different
• The issue
Adjusting
a radio, CD player, or MP3 player

ways. It evokes many different emotions and can often
be difficult
talk about
your healthcare
provider,
What
aretothe
laws with
against
cell phone
use
spouse,
friend,
loved
one
or
others.
while driving?
The most important reason why weight matters is
because
your health.
There
are of
currently
46 states that ban text messaging for

all drivers, and all but five utilize primary enforcement.

There are many health implications that accompany
• excessAweight,
“primary”
means
that if law enforcesuch offense
as diabetes,
hypertension,
sleep
ment
witnesses
you Sometimes
with a cell weight
phone (driving
apnea
and others.
can evendistractaffect
ed),
they
can
pull
you
over
and
ticket
you
JUST
for
that.
emotional health as well. It is not uncommon for someone dealing with weight issues to be affected by
•
A “secondary” offense means that if law endepression or a lack of self-confidence.

forcement witnesses you with a cell phone (driving distracted), you must be doing something else that is othGaining
excess weight
and realizing the
implicaerwise
considered
illegal/punishable
tohealth
be pulled
over,
tions
is
not
always
the
easiest
thing
to
recognize.
In
fact,
such as speed, driving without a seat belt, or having a
mosttail
Americans
broke
light. do not realize that they are affected by

Your homework assignment from the Care Ministry this
week: get your weight and height ready. Next week we
will need these measurements to know your BMI (Body
Mass Index).
The Care Ministry welcomes your
comments/suggestions: kunlouis@gmail.com
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Currently, Florida is one of the five states that recognizes
distracted driving as a secondary offense only. With a little help from you, we have the power to help change the
laws surrounding texting and driving.
•
Distracted driving crashes made up more than 12
percent of all crashes in Florida in 2015.
•
More than 45,000 crashes occurred by distracted
drivers in Florida in 2015, resulting in more than 200
fatalities and more than 39,000 injuries.
•
Drivers’ ages 20–24 years old made up the highest number of distracted driving crashes, followed closely by 25–29 year olds and 15–19 year olds. In fact, drivers under the age of 30 accounted for more than 12,000
crashes last year from just inattentiveness—not being
focused on driving.
•
Teens make up 4.5 percent of licensed drivers,
yet in 2015 they were responsible for 11.7 percent of
distracted driving crashes.
Your homework assignment from the Care Ministry this
week: pass on the above information to a friend and especially a young friend.
The Care Ministry welcomes
your comments/suggestions: kunlouis@gmail.com
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