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Dear Salesian Sisters and 
Brothers,

We all survived the “packed week” 
of retreat, SES and SYLC events 
that our province lived out this 
week.  Hopefully, some pictures and 
articles will come in to InTouch in 
the next few weeks as people get 
home and reflect on the rich and full 
experiences they encountered. 

I left Los Angeles to Camp St. Fran-
cis on Monday.  I drove with two 
friends from Bogota, Colombia, 
who are visiting California these 
two weeks.  I invited them to come 
with me to the different sites that I 
would be visiting during the week.  
Without stopping, we drove past St. 
Francis High School and our Parish 
of Our lady Help of Christians, in 
hopes of reaching Camp St. Fran-
cis for dinner with the SYLC team 
and participants.  Upon arrival, we 

found an empty camp.  Everyone 
had gone to St. Francis High School 
for dinner.   So, with disappointment 
for having missed the kids, we con-
tinued on to the Provincial House in 
San Francisco.  

On Tuesday afternoon, I was able to 
join the SES participants for some 
of their presentations, discussions 
and dinner.  While Tuesday was the 
first full day, I felt a good sense of 
fraternity and an openness of spir-
it.  I was happy to connect with our 
Salesian Administrators and meet 
the new SES participants.  I was 
also happy to see our new principal 
of St. John Bosco High School, Dr. 
Christian De Larkin.   I congratulat-
ed him and wished him all the best.  
But, most importantly, I assured him 
the province’s support and prayers.  
We must work together for the ben-
efit of the province and the young 
people we serve.

On Wednesday, I drove down to 
Camp St. Francis and celebrated the 
Eucharist with the SYLC partici-
pants.  I was happy to hear and see 
the fine quality of young people who 
form the Spirit Team and those actu-
ally living the SYLC experience for 
the first time.  We must learn to bet-
ter tap and accompany these young 
men and women.  They bring such 
richness to our Salesian Family. 
They bring a vibrant youthfulness, 
enthusiasm, leadership, a love for 
Don Bosco and a desire to make a 

Fr. George Williams, SDB
R.I.P on June 06 at 101 years

REST IN PEACE
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difference in the world.  And, they 
also challenge us!

On Thursday, I drove to the Retreat 
House in Three Rivers, via Yosem-
ite Park.  I took my two Colombian 
friends for a few hours of bask-
ing in God’s glorious nature.  The 
waterfalls were full and beautiful.  
That night we arrived at the Retreat 
House, in time for bed.   On Friday 
morning, I greeted the brothers at 
breakfast and later presided at their 
closing Mass.  I wish to thank Fr. 
Juan Jose Bartolome’ for his pres-
ence and deep sharing during the re-
treat.  The brothers seemed to have 
been happy with Fr. Juan Jose’s 
depth, the availability of the talks in 
a binder given to each retreatant, his 
stress on Lectio Divina and silent 
adoration before the Blessed Sacra-
ment.  On behalf of the Province, I 
wish to thank Juan Jose and express 
my sincere gratitude and apprecia-

tion.   We continue to wish him all 
the best in his ministry of teaching 
and writing and assure him of our 
prayers.

This week I will be in Los Ange-
les at St. John Bosch High School.  
My plans are to drive back up to the 

Provincial House on Sunday, July 
2.  We are getting ready for our next 
provincial council meeting up at the 
Provincial House, July 9 – 11.  

Don Bosco Hall in Berkeley is pre-
paring for another gathering dur-
ing the week of July 17 – 21.  The 

Fr. Juan Jose Bartolome (3rd one from the left of front row) at annual retreat of SDB at St, Anthony Retreat Center.
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Province Calendar

June, 2017

4-10 SU-SA  Arrowhead Days, Arrive 3:00 PM
8 TH  Bl. Stephan Sandor 
16 FR  Board Meeting, Bosco Tech,  
   Rosemead, @ 10:00 AM 
18-23 SU-FR  Retreat at Three Rivers 
19-24 MO-SA  SYLC 2017, Camp St. Francis
23 FR  St. Joseph Cafasso

July, 2017 

4 TU  Independence Day 
7 FR  Bl. Maria Romero Meneses, FMA
9-11 SU-TU  Provincial Council Meeting 
   Provincial Residence, SF 
17-21 MO-FR  SUE-SUO Directors’ Workshop, 
   Berkeley 
30-4 SU-FR  Retreat, San Juan Bautista 

August, 2017 

13-15 SU-TU  Provincial Council Meeting, 
   St. John Bosco HS, Bellflower
15 TU  Assumption of Our Lady 
25 FR  Blessed Maria Troncatti
26 SA  Blessed Zeffirino Namuncurá 

September, 2017 

4 MO  Labor Day 
22 FR  Bl. Joseph Malasanz-Marqués and  
   Companions, martyrs 

October, 2017 

5 TH  Bl. Albert Marvelli, Lay Person
13 FR  Bl. Alexandrina da Costa, Virgin
24 TU  St. Louis Guanella, Priest, Founder
   of the Servants of Charity 
29 SU  Bl. Michael Rua, Priest (Not observed
   this year)

November, 2017 

1 WE  All Saints’ Day
4 SA  Mass for deceased benefactors and  
   members of the Salesian Family
4 SA  FMA-SDB Joint Council Meeting, 
   San Antonio, TX
9-10 TH-FR  SUE-SUO Joint Jouncil Meeting, 
   Stoney Point, NY 
13 MO  Blessed Artemides Zatti, Religious
15 WE  Blessed Maddalene Morano
23 TH  Thanksgiving Day
24 FR  SDB’s.  In Each house one Mass is  
   offered for the dceased parents of the  
   confreres

December, 2017 

5 TU  Blessed Philip Rinaldi, Priest
8 FR  Immaculate Conception 
12 TU  Our Lady of Guadalupe
25 MO  Christmas Day

Directors of all our Salesian com-
munities in the United States and 
Canada will be gathering for a week 
of formation.  We are happy to have 
Fr. Bill Jarema with us for several 
days.  Fr. Bill is not a stranger to our 
province.  He has led us in retreats 
with the FMAs back in 2000, dur-
ing PAD (Province Assembly Days) 
and other gatherings.  Bill runs Mer-
cy Center in Colorado Springs and 
several of our brothers have been 
hosted there for a time of reflection, 
rest and formation.  

Our Province would like to Congrat-
ulate Fr. Tim Zak as the new provin-
cial of the province of St. Philip the 
Apostle, the New Rochelle Prov-
ince.  I have already had the plea-
sure to work with Tim and look for-
ward to a good working relationship 

as brothers.  We assure Tim of our 
prayers and support and wish him 
all the best in his new ministry.   We 
also continue to keep Fr. Steve Shaf-
ran in our thoughts and prayers and 
thank him for his service, in spite of 
his struggles and difficulties.

As our summer programs begin and 
we become more immersed in the 
frenetic activities of the young, I 
wish to thank all of you who give 
of yourselves so generously for the 
service of the youth we serve, es-
pecially, the poor and those most 
in need.  Some of our collaborators 
have come from other parts of the 
world to volunteer and live out the 
Salesian Spirituality with us.  We 
welcome them and pray that our fra-
ternal witness of Salesian life may 
inspire them to work passionately 

for the good of the young.  As we 
work together, as servant leaders, let 
us support each other.  May we be 
patient not only with the young but 
with one another.  May we seek out 
the good of our brother and sister 
and learn the art of good communi-
cation and compassionate listening.  
ENJOY!

With warm regards and gratitude,

Fr. Ted Montemayor, SDB
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Annual retreat of SDB at Three Rivers, CA
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For the first time in the history of the Salesian Educa-
tion Seminar (SES) both administrators and new teach-
ers and staff met simultaneously at Don Bosco Hall from 
June 19 through June 23.  The unique program divided 
the “Leadership” and the “Teachers/Staff” into separate 
tracks for formation and planning conferences conduct-
ed by a large staff of Lay Salesians and Professed Sale-
sians.  The motivation for this shift came from a report 
of Mr. Rudy Herrera, the CYM of Don Bosco Technical 
Institute, at a meeting of educators with the Delegate of 
Formation, Fr. Nick Reina, the Delegate of Formation, 
Br. Al Vu, the Director and Vice-director of Don Bosco 
Hall—John Roche and Fr. Emmanuel Camilleri respec-
tively, meeting and De Sales Hall on November 6, 2016.  
At that meeting, it became evident that leadership and 
Teachers/Staff need a chance to work together and the 
Leadership need to take ownership and responsibility 
for the future of ongoing formation for their colleagues 
as well as intentionally network together to share oppor-
tunities for such formation.

While the Teachers/Staff met for many individual ses-
sions for their own introduction to St. John Bosco, Sale-
sian Pedagogy, the Preventive System, and Salesian His-
tory and Spirituality, the Leadership tackled the task of 
planning for their networking and collaborating as the 
Western Province Schools.   The first outing allowed 
the two groups to strengthen their own relationships; 
the Teachers/Staff went off to Salesian High School in 
Richmond and then spent an evening in North Beach 
together after a tour and appetizers at Saints Peter and 
Paul parish, thanks to Fr. John Itzaina.  The Leadership 
continued the brainstorming and planning and then took 
their own outing at a Patio Restaurant in Downtown 
Berkeley.

Each night was marked by sharing and visiting, playing 
cards, going out for walks and deepening the relation-
ships across both groups.  The spirit of the group was 
friendly and enthusiastic throughout the week.

On Thursday, the SES groups travelled to Aptos Beach 
to join their young students attending SYLC.  After a 
very creative process of identifying the Salesian Oratori-

an Criteria, Salesian Youth Spirituality, the Dimensions 
of Salesian Youth Ministry, and Salesian Virtues needed 
to live and apply these elements, the SES and Young 
People processed together.  From that experience, the 
young people invited the SES participants to hear the 
voices of real youth from all over the world and then 
share an “Emmaus Banquet” to see how much of the 
world eats.  That particular exercise was powerful and 
the SES participants were moved by the initiative tak-
en by the young people to make sure that the food was 
shared from first world nations to poorer nations.

On Friday, the SES Participants, tired from the late re-
turn trip from Aptos, met to consider the Salesian Core 
Values and to conduct a shared evaluation of their ex-
perience. The general feeling was that this new experi-
ence was a great success opening the door to new styles 
of SES for the future with a sharing of Leadership and 
Responsibility!

SES Turns a Corner to a New Era
By Fr. John Roche, SDB
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(ANS - Rome) – Two-week of waiting, with inves-
tigating authorities working professionally and silently 
and hundreds of thousands of Don Bosco’s faithful and 
sympathizers praying, and yesterday, Thursday, June 15, 
the ampoule containing a part of Don Bosco’s brain was 
found. The news was met with a huge sigh of relief, a 
happy ending of the affair; great, indeed, the joy and grat-
itude of the entire Salesian Family.

The relic of Don Bosco had been stolen on the evening 
of June 2 from the lower Basilica of Colle Don Bosco, 
that is, where on 16 August 1815, Giovanni Melchiorre 
Bosco was born - the Biglione farm at that time. Taking 
advantage of a lull in pilgrimages, the thief crossed the 
crystal wall protecting the reliquary and, after extracting 
the ampoule, escaped.

The shock was great, not only the many devotees of Don 
Bosco, and the Church, but throughout the globe: a testi-
mony that Don Bosco today is a prized heritage not only 
of the Salesian Family, but of humanity as a whole, glob-
ally. “News of the theft of the relic of St. John Bosco 
from the Temple of Castelnuovo is one you would never 
want to hear,” said Archbishop of Turin, Cesare Nosiglia. 
“Let us pray for this relic to return soon,” added Fr. Fran-
cesco Cereda, Vicar of the Rector Major.

As news of theft became breaking news on a planetary 
scale, reaching even ppers and editorials rarely dealing 
with religious themes, and making the headlines and 
screens of each and every nation, the Carabinieri of the 

Provincial Command of Asti and the Procuratorate of 
Asti launched their police investigations, but without too 
much clamor, indeed, specifically requesting discretion 
in communications to avoid hindering investigations.

Investigations carried out “with a classic method”, said 
a report of the Asti Carabinieri: interviews, cross-exam-
inations, fingerprints - thanks to the collaboration of the 
“RIS” (Italian Department of Scientific Investigations) 
in Parma - security cameras ... Finally, the discovery of a 
suspect, with consequent stakeouts and surveillance until 
the yesterday’s action, which led to the detention of the 
perpetrator, a 42-year-old man who has confessed, and 
the relic’s finding. Truth is, the relic had never been very 
far from the site of the theft, but had only been hidden in 
a copper teapot inside a cupboard in the thief’s home in 
Pinerolo.

“The glass ampoule containing the relic and the wax seal 
are intact. Nothing has been touched, “Fr Cereda an-
nounced. “The faithful and Saint’s many young friends 
can now continue to pray before his relic, asking him to 
help them follow his example of mercy and goodness,” 
added Msgr. Nosiglia.

In conclusion, the entire Salesian Family associates it-
self with the words of Rector Major Fr Ángel Fernández 
Artime, who said yesterday evening: “Let us thank God 
for the quick and happy conclusion of this affair, along 
with all those who helped us and sustained us throughout 
these days.”

Don Bosco relic on its way home
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I must confess that oftentimes I go about my day some-
what on auto-pilot. However, when I take the time to re-
flect on the happenings of the day, I get to see how God 
is truly working in my life and I feel quite blessed be-
ing a Salesian. These past few months, weeks and days 
have been filled with graduations and familial reunions. I 
am so grateful for these moments shared with the young 
people and those young at heart.

In April, I flew home to Texas to be the Confirmation 
sponsor for my nephews and even got to meet the new 
Auxiliary Bishop for the Diocese of Austin. While this 
visit was too short, I am always thankful for getting to 
see and spend time with my family. The next day, I was 
off to Northern California. One of my campers from 
when I was a novice at Camp St. Francis asked me to be 
his Confirmation sponsor and I was only too grateful to 
accept. Our Lady Help of Christians in Watsonville was 
packed with so many familiar faces from camp. Seeing 
them all again, my mind began to flood with memories 

from camp. I loved being in their presence, especially 
being able to witness this special day in their lives. It was 
an amazing feeling greeting everyone and then hearing 
whispers in the background, “Look! Benito’s here!” The 
excitement that the young people and their parents had 
on their faces reminded me of why I was called to this 
Salesian vocation. Its been said before, by much wiser 
people, that we may never see the fruits of our labors, all 
we can pray for is that the seed planted will soon flourish. 
However, to be able to witness the elation on the faces 
of the young people that you have somehow impacted is 
indescribable.

Prior to my leaving the East Coast, I attended the gradu-
ation of one of my favorite schools, Don Bosco Cristo 
Rey. Getting to revisit the school, I saw so many familiar 
and smiling faces. This is such a special school where the 
Salesian spirit is definitely alive and well. I look forward 
to seeing what these young people will accomplish as 
they transition onto this new phase of their lives.

A Full Heart
By Br. Benito Guerrero, Jr., SDB
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The morning of June 9th, I was blessed to be in atten-
dance at the 8th grade graduation of Santa Isabel Ele-
mentary School in East Los Angeles. Two of the boys 
graduating were at Camp St. Francis last summer. Then 
later in the evening, I was at the graduation of Don Bosco 
Tech in Rosemead. While all the graduations from our 
schools are special, this particular graduation was ex-
tremely special for me. Those graduating, a mere four 
years ago, were just freshman when I began my novi-
tiate year at St. Joseph’s. I can’t believe how fast time 
has flown by. Getting to see how those boys have now 
transformed into young men, getting ready to embark on 
new adventures really touched my heart. Even though I 
have been away for a few years, the second I stepped on 
campus, I immediately felt right at home. As I made my 
way to the seating area, a couple of past graduates ran to 
greet me. They are both now in college and being able 
to reconnect with them was great. As the seniors were 
called to the stage and I heard their names said out loud, I 
thought back to the moments during their freshman year 
when I was able to be present among them and blessed 
to have had some great conversations with them where 
they often expressed their joys and hardships. And while 
I’m sure that it hasn’t always been an easy journey, I am 
so proud of these young men and their accomplishments.

Now I have to admit, being a Salesian isn’t always easy. 
Everyday I have to remind myself of the commitment to 
the vows that I professed. However, I can honestly say 
that I have received an innumerable amount of blessings 
ever since deciding to open my heart to God’s call and 
to follow in Don Bosco’s footsteps. I am grateful for the 
opportunities that I’ve been given to not only be pres-
ent but to be at the service of the young. Each and every 
instance has been a moment of great learning for me as I 
continue on my vocational journey. They say that home 
is where your heart is. Well, for me, home has been in the 
East Coast for these past three years, and I’m fortunate 
enough to still have a home to come back to both in Tex-
as and California. While I may have several “homes,” 
I still have only one heart and these past few days my 
heart has been quite full. I thank God for the time I’ve 
been given to reconnect with my Salesian brothers and 
the greater Salesian family. Know that you all are always 
in my heart and in my prayers and please continue to 
pray for me.
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Salesian Boys and Girls Club presents 
Camp Salesian 2017! “Spreading Love 

Around the World” 
                                             

Greetings and welcome to Camp 
Salesian! We are delighted to start summer 
and excited to establish relationships and 
positive influences for our campers. We have 
a total of 120 registered campers ranging from 
ages five to thirteen. Campers will be under 
the care and supervision of fourteen lead 
counselors, and thirty assistant counselors 
who have been trained professionally to 
service children from varying ages and 
backgrounds. Campers are placed in groups 
depending on their age and grade level. Camp 
Salesian will be six weeks starting June 
nineteenth and ending July twenty-eighth. 
Camp will be open Monday through Friday 
from 9:00am to 3:30pm. This summer we also 
launched a new system called extended care, 
this program was made for working families 
who either work early and/ or get out of work 
late. This program is offered for a minimal fee 
and takes place before and after summer 
camp. Mornings from 7:00am to 9:00am and 
afternoons from 3:30pm to 6:00pm.  

Camp starts every day at 9:00am with 
an introduction from camp’s Headmaster 
Johnny, followed by a morning prayer led by 
Brother Paul and Father Luis who gives the 
morning blessing. The Good Morning 
message is to teach the campers a value and 
an uplifting message for the day. Every day 
there will be a virtue that will be discussed and 
counselors will encourage campers to 
exercise and practice these virtues with peers 
and outside of camp. Some of the topics we 
went over this week varied from prayer and 
Salesian spirituality, building true friendships, 
bullying/ anti- bullying, kindness and 
understanding the importance of mass. “Camp 
Salesian is a place for family, faith, and fun.” 
(Brother Paul) 

Father Luis has come to visit us this 
summer from Chile. When we asked Father 
Luis about his experience at the boys and girls 
club his response was “Creo que la 
experiencia del campo de Verano es 
hermosa. Una experiencia salesiana cien por 
ciento. Los niños tienen derecho a ser felices 
y eso es lo que encuentran aquí. Me encanta 
esta experiencia y creo que se debe prolongar 
todo el año. Si puedo ayudar en algo, ahí 
estaré.” 
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After morning prayer Rec crew starts off with 
chants and dances to show camp spirit and motivate 
campers to participate.They are then dismissed to 
their assigned sessions and begin with the weekly 
schedule of activities which include; swimming, arts 
and crafts, sports, game room, rally prep, field trips 
on Wednesdays, holy mass on Fridays, faith sharing 
and S.T.E.A.M (science, technology, engineering, 
arts, and math.)  

We provide snacks in the mornings and in 
between sessions. Lunch is served at 12:00pm and 
a full meal includes a main dish, fruit, vegetables, 
milk or juice. Campers eat their meal accompanied 
by their counselors and peers. 
 

This past Wednesday, campers and 
counselors had their first field trip to the park. The 
campers had fun and enjoyed the different activities 
their counselors had prepared for them. The 
activities ranged from donut challenge, water 
balloons, reading, playground, tag and walking 
around the park. Camp Salesian’s first week was a 
success and we are looking forward to this upcoming 
week.  
 
Be Great. Be Salesian! 
 
Melissa Somoza  
Marketing and Camp Media 
Salesian Boys and Girls Club of Los Angeles  
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JUNE 
SALESIAN MISSIONARY INTENTIONS 
IN THE LIGHT OF THE HOLY FATHER’S PRAYER INTENTIONS FOR 2017 

For Salesians Who Work in 
Conflict Areas 
That they may be Builders of Peace 
through the weapon of “education” and 
the proclamation of the “Prince of Peace”. 

Salesians are present in many areas of the world where there 
are military, social, political, ethnic, and religious conflicts, often 
manipulated by commercial and business interests; interests 
that have no compassion on the innocent, or the weakest. The 
mission of the Salesian Family in these areas is to be free, 
prophet and builder of peace with the tenacity of education for 
coexistence and human dignity, supported by the One who “is 
our peace”. 

St. Dominic Savio is looking for a 
new Youth Minister

If you are interested please email us the applica-
tion at youthcenter@saintdominicsavio.org.
We are receiving applications until July 15, 

2017
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Salesian Youth Leadership Conference (SYLC) 
Program Director:   Bro. Al Vu 
Program Coordinators:  Gina Robles, Andres Neria 
Spirit Team Coordinators:  Elizabeth Suarez 
Chaplains:   Fr. Thien Nguyen, Fr. Tom Juarez 
Economer:   Bro. Khoa Luong 
Conference MC:   Bro. James Nguyen, Idaelia Preciado 
Spirit Team Adult Animators: Bro. Benito Guerrero  
    Bro. John Han (CIN) 
    Damien Ho 
    Quang Nguyen 
    Bro. Vien Nguyen  

Camp St. Francis, Aptos 
Camp Director:    Fr. Tom Juarez 
Program Coordinator:   Fr. Thien Nguyen 
Counselor in Training Coordinator: Sean Roche 
General Assistant:    Bro. James Nguyen 
Economer:    Bro. Vien Nguyen 

Head Cabin Counselor:  David McCormick (GBR Volunteer) (13) 
    Damien Ho (12-11) 
    Quang Nguyen (10-9) 
    Bro. John Han (CIN) (8-7) 

Salesian Boys and Girls Club, Los Angeles  
Bro. Fabian Cardenas 
Bro. Paul Garcia 

San Luis Rey Day Camp, Laredo 
Bro. Benito Guerrero 
Bro. Gustavo Ramirez 

Oratories, turin 
Bro. Peter Le 

Studies 
Fr. Joe Nguyen 
Bro. Jhoni Chamorro 
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I am approaching the subject of weight gingerly. Why? I 

don’t want people to think that I am critical of you just 

because you might be on the “heavy” side. I want to 

have a deeper understanding of weight and how that 

affects your health. For the coming weeks, we will 

unravel how our weight could change our health and 

more importantly what can we do about it. I dare not 

offend you by making broad statements about weight 

or obesity. Hence I was extremely happy to come across 

this website “Weight Matters” in their introductory 

statement about why weight matters. It begins with an 

opening statement which reflects my belief and my 

motivation to begin our conversation on weight.

The issue of weight matters to people in many different 

ways. It evokes many different emotions and can often 

be difficult to talk about with your healthcare provider, 

spouse, friend, loved one or others.

The most important reason why weight matters is 

because of your health.

There are many health implications that accompany 

excess weight, such as diabetes, hypertension, sleep 

apnea and others. Sometimes weight can even affect 

emotional health as well. It is not uncommon for some-

one dealing with weight issues to be affected by 

depression or a lack of self-confidence.

Gaining excess weight and realizing the health implica-

tions is not always the easiest thing to recognize. In fact, 

most Americans do not realize that they are affected by 

Weigh In On
Your Health
By Sheila Kun RN, BA, BSN, MS
(Salesian Cooperator)

excess weight or obesity, or even at risk for weight-

related conditions. This is why it is so important for you 

to realize that YOUR WEIGHT DOES MATTER!

Let me begin by going into the physiological compo-

nent of a fat cell this week.   From Wikipedia in its defini-

tion of Adipocyte:  Adipocytes, also known as lipocytes 

and fat cells, are the cells that primarily compose 

adipose tissue, specialized in storing energy as fat.

Your homework assignment from the Care Ministry this 

week: get your weight and height ready. Next week we 

will need these measurements to know your BMI (Body 

Mass Index).

The Care Ministry welcomes your 

comments/suggestions:  kunlouis@gmail.com

Distracted Driving – Part II

Things to Know about distracted driving:

Distracted driving remains to be one of the most under-
reported traffic incidents. When someone is involved in 
a crash by their own fault (distracted driving), they are 
very unlikely to report it to the officer documenting the 
crash. As a result, the facts and figures do not accurate-
ly represent the amount of people truly affected by this 
deadly decision

Drop the “A” Word:

In the “crash victim community”, the word “accident” 
is taboo when referring to crashes of this nature. People 

make a choice to pay attention to the road. When they 
CHOOSE not to do so, and someone is injured or killed 
as a result, it’s not an “accident” - it’s a crash. You can 
learn more about this campaign to “Drop the A word” 
here: http://droptheaword.blogspot.com/

Key Facts and National Statistics

• In 2014, 3,179 people were killed, and 431,000 
were injured in motor vehicle crashes involving dis-
tracted drivers.
• Ten percent of all drivers 15 to 19 years old 
involved in fatal crashes were reported as distracted at 
the time of the crashes. This age group has the largest 

Abstracted by Sheila Kun, Cooperator from Raising Awareness on Distracted Driving, 
Anthony Phoenix Branca Foundation
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proportion of driv¬ers who were distracted at the time of 
the crashes. (NHTSA)

• Drivers in their 20s are 23 percent of drivers in 
all fatal crashes, but are 27 percent of the distracted driv-
ers and 38 percent of the dis¬tracted drivers who were 
using cell phones in fatal crashes. (NHTSA)

• The percentage of drivers text-messaging or vis-
ibly manipu¬lating handheld devices increased from 1.7 
percent in 2013 to 2.2 percent in 2014. Since 2007, 
young drivers (age 16 to 24) have been observed ma-
nipulating electronic devices at higher rates than older 
drivers. (NHTSA)

• At any given daylight moment across America, 
approximately 660,000 drivers are using cell phones or 
manipulating electronic devices while driving, a num-
ber that has held steady since 2010. (NOPUS)

• Five seconds is the average time your eyes are 
off the road while texting. When traveling at 55mph, 
that’s enough time to cover the length of a football field 
blindfolded. (2009, VTTI)
• Smartphone ownership is growing. In 2011, 52 
percent of drivers reported owning a smartphone, and by 

2014 that number had grown to 80 percent. The greatest 
increases in smartphone ownership are among adults age 
40 and older. (STATE FARM)

• More than half (53%) of all adult cellphone 
owners have been on the giving or receiving end of a 
distracted walking encounter. (PEW RESEARCH).

Sheila’s comment: I hope you are convinced by now from 
reading the articles on Distracted Driving that while driv-
ing, your eyes should be on the road, and the road only. I 
did hear from NPR that the only multitasking thing you 
can do while driving is listening to the radio or music. It 
seems this audio activity has minimal negative effect on 
our driving skill. It proves nothing is absolute. Turning 
on your radio and driving are still okay.

Your homework assignment from the Care Ministry this 
week: Discuss the danger of driving and texting when-
ever you can.

The Care Ministry welcomes 
your comments/suggestions: kunlouis@gmail.com
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