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God’s infinite love for us and enter
into that mystery of Christ’s death
and Resurrection so that we too may
experience first hand that love, hope
and new life.

Dear Salesian Sisters and
Brothers,
As we begin this very special week
we call “Holy Week,” I wish God’s
blessings on all of you. May this
Holy Week help us enter more deeply into what it means to be a disciple
of Jesus. Let us walk with Jesus as
we remember his journey with his
disciples to the upper room, where
Jesus showed us his great love
through the breaking of the bread
and the sharing of the cup which we
now call, the Eucharist. Let us follow Christ into the Garden of Gethsemane and the long night of suffering, betrayal and isolation. Let us
accompany Jesus to his crucifixion
and death, his burial and the waiting
in the tomb. And, let us celebrate
and rise with Him once more in his
glorious resurrection. This week,
the holiest of all weeks for us Christians, is an opportunity to remember

These days I am in Laredo, Texas,
visiting our Salesian Parish, San
Luis Rey. I will spend Holy Week
with the parish community and live
out the Triduum with them. I will
remember each and every one of
you in prayer this week. May God’s
grace fill your heart with much joy
and peace.
For the last several years, the Salesian community of SDBs and the
Salesian Sisters here in Laredo have
gathered at my brother, Fernando’s
home. My brother has also opened
his home to other priests from the
Diocese and family members. Last
year I was blessed to celebrate Easter for the first time at my brother’s
home with the Salesian Family present. It was an enjoyable and enriching experience. I am grateful for
these opportunities to deepen our
bonds with family and members of
the Salesian Family. I will do this
again this year.
I will return to Los Angeles on April
6, just in time for our April Provincial Council meetings which will be
hosted by the Don Bosco Tech community.
Last Friday I attended Don Bosco
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MARCH BIRTHDAYS
Fr. Harold Danielson............1
Br. Joseph Reza....................1
Fr. Bob Stein.......................11
Br. Joe Lockwood...............27
Fr. Roberto Ledezma..........27
Fr. Armand Oliveri.............30
Fr. Itchan Laygo.................31
PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR SICK
Fr. Lucian Lomello, SDB
Br. Jerry Weirich, SDB
Br. Tony Matse, SDB
Fr. Armand Oliveri, SDB
Fr. Arthur Lenti, SDB
REST IN PEACE
Fr. Mario Rosso, SDB
Dec. 15, 2017

Mrs. Aurelia Franco
Salesian Cooperator

Mr. Larry Danielson

the one brother of Fr. Harold, SDB
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Tech’s Black and Gold Gala held
at the Centennial Biltmore hotel in
downtown Los Angeles. Among
the honorees were Br. John Razor
who has served at Don Bosco Tech
for many years at different times in
his life and Mr. Paul Stroup who has
worked with the marginalized and
gang members in the San Gabriel
Valley Region. Paul is also a long
time teacher at Don Bosco Tech.
The Gala was very well attended
and beautifully done. Bishop David O’Connel, regional Bishop for
the San Gabriel Region and a new
member of the Board, was also
present and gave the opening invocation. Don Bosco Tech’s band
played, speeches were given, good
memories remembered and much
gratitude was felt around the room
for what Don Bosco Tech has accomplished throughout the years
and the countless lives influenced,
educated and deeply touched by our
Salesian educational experience. I
wish to thank and congratulate all
those who worked so hard to organize and execute this evening and
make it such a fun night. THANK
YOU!

Last weekend, the Diocese of Los
Angeles hosted its annual Religious
Education Congress in Anaheim.
As always, it was very well attended and organized. We Salesians
sponsored a booth which was hosted
by the SDBs, Salesian Sisters and
other members of the Salesian Family. I wish to thank Br. Al Vu and
his team for helping to organize this
project. From what I witnessed, it
was quite successful. The Religious
Education Congress not only offers
some excellent workshop and ideas,
but it is also a place where we meet
friends and people we see annually at this event. The Congress is
a powerful experience of Church.
Men and women of all ages gather
to learn more about their faith, grow
deeper in their love for God and the
world, are challenged to live the
Gospel by going out to the peripheries reaching out to the poor, the
vulnerable and the weak and the
Congress is a place of connections,
relationship and a place to pray and
worship together. I was blessed to
have attended and I was enriched by
the experience.
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Finally, I wish all of you a very
blessed Easter! Many of our schools
and Salesian works will be taking a
break during this time before the final stretch as we end the school year.
May you have a well deserved rest.
And, may the Risen Christ, who has
conquered sin, death and hatred, fill
your hearts, your homes and your
loved ones with his peace and light.
As we process, on Easter Vigil,
with the newly lit Pascual candle,
may we be reminded that Christ is
truly our light, a light which continues to shine brightly within because
of our Baptism. Let us remember
that Easter teaches us that death is
no more, that hatred is overcome by
love and forgiveness and that the
beauty of God’s presence, especially, through his son, Jesus the Christ,
has brought us new life.
With warm regards and gratitude,

Fr. Ted Montemayor, SDB
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July, 2018

March, 2018
1-4

TH-SU

2-3

FR-SA

5-8

Provincial Visitation – SS. Peter &
Paul, San Francisco
Principals’ Meeting, Salesian HS,
Richmond
Provincial Council Meeting,
Villa Maria, Santa Cruz
Directors-Pastors Meeting, South,
10:00 AM to 4:00 PM
Religious Ed Congress, Anaheim
Young Priests Workshop SUE-SUO
Rel. ED and Bellflower
St. Patrick’s Day
St Joseph
Provincial Visitation – San Luis Rey,
Laredo

Province
Calendar
MO-TH

15

TH

15-18
16-19

TH-SU
FR-MO

17
19
22-26

SA
MO
TH-MO

4
7
29-3

WE
SA
SU-FR

Independence Day
Bl. Maria Romero Meneses, F
Salesian Retreat, San Juan Ba

August, 2018
15
25
26

WE
SA
SU

Assumption of Our Lady
Blessed Maria Troncatti
Blessed Zeffirino Namuncurá
(Not Celebrated this Year)

REMINDERS:

RectorMajor’s Visit – September 12-18, 201
Extra-Ordinary Visitation: February – May
(Maria Arokiam Kanaga)

April, 2018
1
8-10

SU
SU-TU

15-21

SU-SA

18-22
22-27

WE-SU
SU-FR

Easter Sunday
Provincial Council Meeting,
Bosco Tech, Rosemead
Provincial Visitation – Don Bosco
Hall, Berkeley
Regional Treasurers Meeting
Provincial Visitation – Provincial
Residence, San Francisco

SALESIAN MISSIONARY INTENTION
IN THE LIGHT OF THE

HOLY FATHER’S PRAYER INTENTION

For the Salesians in Europe
So that the Initial Proclamation of Jesus Christ may take
place in the European continent, and the Salesian Family,
in its multi-cultural and multi-religious context, may
have the gift of discernment in the Spirit.

Europe is a great workshop of
multi-cultural and multi-religious
encounters. Christian communities
face the challenge of respectful
dialogue and a courageous proposal
of their Christian and spiritual
wealth. In dialogue and proclamation, may they fulfill their mission
with fidelity.
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Los Angeles Religious Education Congress Mar.15-18, 2018
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n the Palm Sunday liturgy, we see the highs and the lows
of Jesus’ ministry. Knowing what is to come next, I’ve always found
myself anxious when reading of Christ’s entrance into Jerusalem on
Palm Sunday. We begin with joyful proclamations of “Hosanna in
the highest!” and later in the Gospel reading find ourselves shouting
along with the crowd “Crucify him! Crucify him!” It can feel strange to
encounter the disparity between these moments in Jesus’ life.
The school that I served at in Cambodia has about a thousand
students. Each day we would hear stories from their lives – both the
good and the bad. Sitting around the table at meals with the Sisters,
we would recount what we had been told by our students, teachers,
and staff. They would bring the joyful news of the birth of a new baby,
weddings, the building of a new home, and opportunities to study,
work, or improve their lives. We would be invited into their homes,
their celebrations, and to share in their joys. But they would also
often bring news of sickness and death, broken relationships, and
challenges and injustices. Then we would be invited to pray for them,
to comfort them, and to share in their pain. All of these stories would
be told around the table.
Just as the Palm Sunday liturgy and readings require us to confront
and be present to the highs and lows of Jesus’ ministry and life, we
are called to accompany people on their everyday lives but also
through the great moments of celebration and the difficult moments
of pain. It is in this accompaniment that we are able to find our place
amidst the tension of the joy and suffering in the world.

Focus on:

Social Justice

On Palm Sunday, we see the power of a crowd – first joyfully greeting Jesus as
he triumphantly enters into Jerusalem and then watching as he carries his cross
to his crucifixion. In a crowd, it is often easy to go along with what the others are
doing or feel powerless and unable to fight injustices alone. We can feel this way
in society as well. What social justice issues have you been waiting for someone
to speak out about first? What are ways that you can use your voice to serve those
who are suffering?

Service Suggestion

Use your voice to speak out against the crowd! Spend some time in reflection on
where you see injustice in your life and in the world. Once you have identified a cause,
find ways that you can speak out about it: a post on social media, calling your local
government officials, educating those around you, or even volunteering and inviting
others to do so with you.

About the Author: Colleen Quigley, Salesian Lay Missioners alum

Colleen is originally from outside of Philadelphia. After graduating from The
Catholic University of America in 2015, she spent a year serving as a Salesian Lay
Missioner in Phnom Penh, Cambodia teaching at a vocational school for girls. She
is currently a graduate student at Boston College School of Theology and Ministry
and works with undergraduate students in the international immersion program.
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Mark 14:1-15:47
“Amen, I say to you,
I shall not drink again the
fruit of the vine until the day
when I drink it new in the
kingdom of God.”

~ prayer ~

Ever-present God,

Help us to remain present as
we walk with our brothers
and sisters in the crowd in
times of joy and celebration
and in times of pain and
sorrow.
Grant us the voice to speak
out against injustices but also
the voice to praise and to
comfort.
May we always know that you
are accompanying us.
Amen
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Students of St. Francis High School Salesian College Preparatory gathered together on Marc 15, 2018
in prayer and solidarity for the community of Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School.
Prayforpeace - Nationalwalkoutday - Iamstfrancis - Iamsalesian - Togetherweheal
(On February 14, 2018, a mass shooting was committed at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School in
Parkland, Florida. Seventeen people were killed and seventeen more were wounded.)

MISSION & PHILOSOPHY
Mission
St. Francis High School Salesian College Preparatory expresses the educational philosophy of reason, religion,
and loving kindness of the Salesians of St. John Bosco
and works to create a community that fosters emotional,
intellectual, spiritual, and physical growth. In partnership
with families, St. Francis High School provides students
with the foundations of lifelong learning: logical and creative thinking skills, promoting awareness of social justice and peace, and appreciation and respect for others.

foundress of the Salesian Sisters, St. Francis High School
provides a college preparatory education for students
from diverse abilities and socioeconomic backgrounds.
The faculty and staff actively seek to provide students
with an experience of home, where they feel welcome;
school, where they learn 21st century skills for life;
church, where they find meaning; and playground, where
they celebrate life and others.
Embracing St. John Bosco’s vision of community as family, St. Francis High School collaborates as a total Salesian family--students, parents, administrators, teachers,
and staff--to achieve the goal of preparing young people
to be outstanding citizens of this world and the next.

Philosophy
St. Francis High School Salesian College Preparatory
recognizes the importance of a high quality, holistic education for a rapidly changing world. Guided by St. John St. Francis High School Salesian College Preparatory
Bosco’s educational philosophy of reason, religion, and 2400 EAST LAKE AVENUE, WATSONVILLE, CA 95076
loving kindness, and in the spirit of St. Mary Mazzarello, www.stfrancishigh.net
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Arts and Crafts

Serving the Children of Los Angeles!

A special Thank You to Artist and Craftsman Supply Store
for donating art supplies to the club for our students. Some
of the supplies donated were; sketching collection sets
which included sketching pencils, blocks, sticks, pencil
sharpeners and erasers. Boxes of watercolor paint, brushes, paint palettes, and pocket paint boxes. Our members
made their own creative paintings for arts and crafts. This
was a very fun activity for our members.

Lego Robotics

Every Friday our fourth- sixth graders will have the opportunity to
participate on a Lego Robotics and
Engineering workshop. During the
first class members learned how to
design, build, program and test a
robot car. The task of the day was
for our members to design and program a car robot by using a laptop
to upload and create special code
sequences. These codes will enable
the robot to move and push a soda
can. During the process members
added lego pieces to the robots to
keep the soda can in place and that
would allow to push the can forward
in a straight line.
INTOUCH • March 25, 2018
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Members from the Robotics and Engineering workshop had their second session February second. Members were given the task for the day,
which was to program and build a
robot car to move ping pong balls
into a plastic container.
Students were divided into two
groups. Both groups created a new
program with codes to move the robot car. they built a wall with legos
to hold in place and push as many
ping pong balls into the plastic container.

Student of the
Month

Every month our staff members (Tutors) of each age group choose one
of their students to be the student of
the month. Our students are divided
in three different groups depending on age and grade level. “ABC”:
Kinder-2nd, “Campers”: 3rd & 4th,
and “Torches”: 5th - Middle school.
This achievement award is given
to the students in recognition for
their improvement in class and behavior. Congratulations to our three
students who were chosen for this
month.
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Welcome to our New Salesian Cooperators!

SAINTS PETER AND PAUL CHURCH, SF
- On Saturday, March 3rd at the 5:00 PM Mass,
celebrated by Fr. Provincial, Ted Montemayor, and
concelebrated by pastor, Fr. Gael Sullivan, and
associate pastors Frs. Al Mengon, Jose Lucero,
Thien Nguyen the Association of Salesian Cooperators inducted nine new members:
Joe Crivello, Ed Te, Erlinda Te, Anthony Lee, Anna
Lee, Catarina Lai, Frank Lavin, Eileen Emerson,
Benedictus Ong, Diah Aya.
Liz Gamaraa, and Judy and Mike Alvarez travelled from Los Angeles to lend their support, and
to induct each member formally during the Mass.
Henry Moe came to represent the Richmond Cooperators. In addition, Bob and Liana Figone, Cosmo and Mara Amato, Guido and Jean Ghilieri, and
Lourice Biondi renewed their Promise, original
Sts. Peter and Paul Parish Cooperators. Fr. Gael
opened the rectory for a celebratory dinner, attended by the old and new Cooperators, the Salesian
mentioned above, as well as Fr. Armand Oliveri
and Brother Ernie Martinez, both of whom reside
at the parish.
Frank Lavin, Cooperator
INTOUCH • March 25, 2018
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Presentation of the book:
“Arthur Lenti. Memory, presence and hope “
ARTHUR J. LENTI, SDB

Marcelo Escalante Mendoza, SDB

The name of Arthur Lenti is well-known in all the
Salesian world. His monumental collection Don
Bosco: History and Spirit has already become
one of the classics of Salesian literature and
obligatory reading for those who want to know
in depth the Father and Teacher of youth. Until
less than a decade ago, his name was unknown
to many; today it has been added to the list of
those considered the great scholars of Don
Bosco’s history.
But who is the man behind that work? What was
the process that led to this great work? Other
than his studies and research what else can he
tell us, we who share the Salesian mission?
The book is divided into two parts. In the first Fr.
Lenti himself is the protagonist; he personally
recalls his past life, his secret vision about
Salesian studies and his expectations for the
future. In the second part you will find the
testimony of those who knew him and his
work. Learning about the author allows us
to better understand his work; discovering
the testimony of the life of an older brother
inspires us to live our own vocation; knowing
one who knows Don Bosco so well, motivates
us to be better Salesians.
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ARTHUR LENTI • MEMORY, PRESENCE AND HOPE

MEMORY, PRESENCE AND HOPE

MEMORY, PRESENCE AND HOPE

Was born in La Paz, Bolivia, in 1984. He is
a Salesian priest, member of the Province
“Nuestra Señora de Copacabana”, Bolivia.
During his period of initial formation on
his journey towards the priesthood he
developed a deep interest in the figure of
Don Bosco and his Salesian charism, a
desire that he nurtured on his own. In the
year 2014 he was given the opportunity to
enter the program offered at the Institute
of Salesian Studies in Berkeley, California,
under the guidance of the master Arthur
Lenti.
He has already published some studies on
Salesianity. Among the more recent ones
you may find:
• Don Bosco, testigo vivo de la misericordia
de Dios, Ed. Don Bosco, La Paz-Bolivia,
2015;
• María Auxiliadora nos enseña a ser
familia cristiana, Ed. Salesianas, BogotaColombia, 2017.

Collaborators in the preparation of this
work:
Artícles:
Fr. Thomas Prendiville, SDB – United States
(SUO)
Fr. John Roche, SDB – United States (SUO)
Fr. Francis Moloney, SDB – Australia
Fr. Juan José Bartolomé, SDB – Mexico
Fr. Luis Timossi, SDB – CSRFP, Ecuador
Fr. Mario Peresson, SDB - Colombia

English Translator:

CO
OS

He was born on January 31, 1923 in
Mugarone di Bassignana, Alessandria, Italy,
as only child of Pietro Giovanni and Maria
Carolina Lenti, Due to the drama of World
War II he migrated to the United States
at the age of 14, making contact with the
Salesians in Newton, New Jersey, where he
made his novitiate, professing as a Salesian
of Don Bosco on September 14, 1940. That
year he was assigned to the Province of San
Francisco, California. He was ordained a
priest on July 2, 1950 in Turin, Italy.
At the conclusion of the program of
theological studies at the Salesian
Pontifical Athenaeum (PAS) in Turin, he
began postgraduate studies at the Biblical
Institute in Rome during the years 19501952. He returned to his Province where
through the years he has provided teaching
and research services in many different
places, among which are: Aptos (CA),
Richmond (CA), Wat-sonville (CA), Columbus
(Ohio) and Berkeley (CA). He was called
to collaborate with a new project of his
Province and was therefore sent to Rome
to undertake specialized studies in Salesian
historiography under the guidance of the
renowned professor Don Pietro Stella for
about three years, 1981-1983. At the end of
this magnificent experience he became cofounder and distinguished professor of the
Institute of Salesian Studies at Berkeley.
There he has carried out his ministry of
teaching and researching for almost 40
years without interruption.
The quality and seriousness of his work
were well-known were well-know by both
the experts by the experts and specialists
of Sale-sian historiography, especially in the
English-speaking world. During the period of
intense fervor that marked the preparation
for the Bicentenary of the birth of Don Bosco,
thanks to the Spanish edition of his magnum
opus, the collection: Don Bosco: History
and Spirit, CCS, Madrid, 2012; the name of
Arthur Lenti became known throughout
the Salesian world. His work crossed the
borders of languages and countries with
unexpected speed. It is now recognized as
one of the classics of Salesian literature.
He is currently recognized as one of the
greatest disseminators of the critical history
of Don Bosco, and his work has become an
obligatory reference in the various area of
Salesian study..

Fr. Tomas Juarez, SDB – United States (SUO)

WEST

Marcelo Escalante Mendoza (Plublisher)

The name of Arthur Lenti is today well known in the Salesian environment. His monumental work: “Don Bosco:
History and Spirit” has crossed the borders of countries
and languages, becoming one of the classics of Salesian
literature. Through this work, many have re-discovered
Don Bosco from a critical historical perspective, according to the requirements of our times, which has allowed
them to update their Salesian identity and thus make their
service more effective in favor of youth.

and the process that led to the making of the work “Don
Bosco: History and Charism” are collected.
The “surprise factor” marked the uniqueness of the occasion. Although Father Arthur knew about this work, he
did not expect it to be finished by his birthday, much less
that it was done in English. In the middle of the dinner
the book was presented as a “surprise gift”, which caused
great sympathy from all the attendees.

On January 31 of this year, Fr. Lenti celebrated his 95th Here are some parts of the discourse made by the Pubbirthday. Accompanied by a large group members of lisher of the work, the Salesian Marcelo Escalante Menthe Salesian Family, present in the city of Bellflower, doza, from the Province of Bolivia:
California (USA), a celebration was held expresing the
thanksgiving to God for the gift of the live of Fr. Lenti
and to him for all the good he did to the congregation. In
the midst of the joy of this celebration, there was a very
special surprise, the presentation of the book: “Arthur
Lenti. Memory, presence and hope “. On it, you can find
an interview done to the same P. Arthur Lenti that deals
with some biographical and vocational aspects, his formation as an scholar of salesian studies, his perspective
of the salesian studies and some messages that the teacher Lenti gives to the ones which we shared the Salesian
misión. In the second part of the book, some testimonies
of him as brother of community, as a specialist in Bible
INTOUCH • March 25, 2018
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“It is for this reason that today I am here with you, dear
father. Because I want to join my voice to that of all these
friends and brothers that today on behalf of all those who
have benefited from your work and your friendship, we
want to say a simple but very deep word: THANK YOU!
Fr. Arthur for who you are and for what you did and do!
[…]
But ... we are sons of Don Bosco. And he was a man of
more actions than words, so I want to accompany my
word with a gesture. Dear Father, what I present today as
a homanege and tribute is small and simple. You deserve
much more. But as little as it is I made it with gratitude
and affection. For some months I have been working on
it and today I want to give it to you as a thanksgiving offering and as a sign of the affection that many Salesians
from all over the world have for you. […]
The tittle of the book reflects the outline of it, which has
two parts. The first is the interview itself in which Fr.
Arthur is the protagonist, in it we talk a little about his
past, his childhood and youth, his first steps as a Salesian.
Then Fr. Lenti tells us about his experience on the studies of Salesianity and where they could go, this first part
closes with some words addressed to us, simple messages that come from the heart of a brother who has already
traveled a long way in life and can teach us a lot.
The second part consists of the testimonies that I have
been able to collect. Among them are those of Fr. John
Roche, who tells us the experience of sharing community with the teacher Lenti. Fr. Moloney, from Australia,
tells us about the relationship that Lenti has with Sacred
Scripture and how this study influenced his formation as
a student of Salesianity. Father Juan José Bartolomé tells
us about the process of translation and editing in Spanish. Finally, Fr. Luis Timossi of the Salesian Center for
Ongoing Formation of Quito shows the importance of
Lenti’s work in the study of Salesianity today throughout
the continent.”
Fr. Marelo Escalante Mendoza,
SDB-Bolivia Province
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Weigh
OnHome
HomeIn
Sweet
Your Health

excess weight or obesity, or even at risk for weightBy Sheila Kun, Cooperator
related conditions. This is why it is so important for you
to realize that YOUR WEIGHT DOES MATTER!

By Sheila Kun RN, BA, BSN, MS
(Salesian Cooperator)
I am approaching the subject of weight gingerly. Why? I
don’t want people to think that I am critical of you just
because you might be on the “heavy” side. I want to
have a deeper understanding of weight and how that
affects your health. For the coming weeks, we will
unravel how our weight could change our health and
more importantly what can we do about it. I dare not
offend you by making broad statements about weight
or obesity. Hence I was extremely happy to come across
this website “Weight Matters” in their introductory
statement about why weight matters. It begins with an
opening statement which reflects my belief and my
motivation to begin our conversation on weight.
The issue of weight matters to people in many different
ways. It evokes many different emotions and can often
I always associate Fr. Arthur Lenti with the Don Bosco
be difficult to talk about with your healthcare provider,
Hall at Berkeley where the famous Institute of Salesian
spouse, friend, loved one or others.
Studies is housed. My first encounter with Fr. Lenti was
The amost
important
reasonourwhy
weight Cooperators
matters is
quite
few years
ago when
Provincial
because for
of your
health.We woke up in the morning at
gathered
a retreat.

the Don Bosco Hall, smelling the aroma of coffee and
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was, implications
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There And
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I
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in
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apnea and
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Sometimes
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diduncommon
I realize his
emotional
well.Never
It is not
for culinary
someskill and his hospitality towards the fellow Salesians.
one dealing with weight issues to be affected by
That must be at least 10 years ago. Fr. Lenti then was in
depression or a lack of self-confidence.
his
80’s. He was then hustling around the kitchen making sure the visitors had a good breakfast to start the day.
Gainingforward,
excess weight
and realizing
thesecond
health encounter
implicaMoving
in January
2018, my
tionsFr.
is not
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easiest thingwhen
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In fact,in
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the Salesians
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affected byin
Bellflower after being at Berkeley for nearly 40 years

Let me begin by going into the physiological component of a fat cell this week. From Wikipedia in its definition of Adipocyte: Adipocytes, also known as lipocytes
and fat cells, are the cells that primarily compose
adipose tissue, specialized in storing energy as fat.

and a short stay at the Mercy Center for rehabilitation.
I was wondering if Fr. Lenti would have a hard time
adapting to the move.
My worry has proven to be a false alarm. The night when
we gathered to celebrate his home coming, Fr. Lenti was
high in spirit. He was surrounded by his Salesian brothers who revered his work and dedication in teaching us
to know Don Bosco more. His zealous commitment to
formation began as a young novice and is still going
Your homework assignment from the Care Ministry this
strong in his tender year of 95. Admiring Fr. Lenti from
week: get your weight and height ready. Next week we
a distant
table, I came to the conclusion that moving to
will need these
measurements
to knowto
your
(Body
Bellflower
is a good
decision –kudos
theBMI
Provincial
Mass Index).
Council.

Care from
Ministry
welcomes
your in a rehab center, has
Fr.The
Lenti,
being
a resident
come
to life again. He iskunlouis@gmail.com
with his family, his Salesian
comments/suggestions:
family! For the elderly, this is one of the most precious
14
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gifts one can give to them – your presence. He is no longer isolated from the folks that he loves, he is with the
family. The community life that he cherishes, and the
attendance from his fellow confreres are so precious.
Money cannot buy the community. The most technologically advanced rehab cannot replace the simple life in
Bellflower.

I want to shout out to the St. John Bosco community in
providing the infrastructure and the manpower needed to
keep Fr. Lenti safe and healthy. It is important that our
elderly is their priority. At St. John Bosco a dedicated
team of health helpers invest their time and energy for
our senior confreres. We will continue to pray for their
patience, their love and their commitment to our elders.

Being remembered, respected and sought after is another
key ingredients for the old folks to succeed in their golden years. You are not a resident of a medical facility, but
a beloved mentor, educator, friend and spiritual director.
Your words matter. Every day you are making contributions to your family, your community, and the people
around you. You matter!

If you have read the book “Arthur Lenti Memory, Presence and Hope”, you would know Bellflower is not a
strange place for Fr. Lenti. In fact, the Salesian House in
Bellflower was the first assignment he got in California.
While studying philosophy he took part in the pastoral
ministry among the youth. He ran the summer camp in
the nearby mountains. J.C. should be very proud that Fr.
Lenti was one of his predecessors in now the famous
summer camp in Bellflower.

The opportunity for continuous learning is another element of a positive step towards retirement years. I heard
Fr. Lenti might be launching another book project. His
legs may not be working right, but his brain is sharp and
his smile is contagious. Being in Bellflower is definitely
a good match; Fr. Lenti has many choices to do his ministry work. St. Dominic Savio Parish, St. John Bosco High
School, the Vocational Program and a big community of
confreres with multiple activities. If Fr. Lenti decides to
take a respite from his academic work, he can even do
Bingo on Saturdays (LOL!). Each day, God gives him
new life, and he is making use of it every moment. (I
want to be like Fr. Lenti when I grow older!)

So welcome home Fr. Lenti to Bellflower. We thank God
for your presence in Southern California!
Your homework assignment from the Care Ministry this
week: if you bump into Fr. Lenti, give him a big hug.
The Care Ministry welcomes your feedback: e-mail Kunlouis@gmail.com
The Care Ministry welcomes
your comments/suggestions: kunlouis@gmail.com
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