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Dear Salesian Sisters and 
Brothers,

Many wonderful events have taken 
place in the last few weeks, and we 
want to thank God for them.  These 
days I am at the Provincial House, 
after having been with our Sale-
sian brothers who were on their 
annual retreat at San Juan Bautista 
for the last week. We were blessed 
once again for having Fr. Pascual 
Chavez with us.  His reflections and 
challenge to live a deeper Salesian 
Spirituality were very moving and 
inspiring.  But, we were impressed 
mostly with his brotherly presence, 
his accessibility and his serene and 
cheerful attitude.  He definitely had 
a very positive effect on us and on 
the retreat experience.  We wish to 
thank God for Pascual and thank 
him for making the effort to be with 
us during the summer at our two 

province-wide retreats.  I was able 
to spend most of the week with the 
brothers, give a few goodnights and 
preside at the final Mass.  I was also 
very happy to accept the renewal of 
vows of five of our brothers.  

A week before our August retreat 
at San Juan Bautista, I was also 
honored and blessed to have been 
invited to preside at the Jubilee cel-
ebrations of our Salesian Sisters in 
San Antonio, Texas.  Seven FMA 
sisters were being honored.  They 
were:  Sr. Theresa Murillo who was 
celebrating 60 years of profession 
and Srs.  Kathleen Curd,  Rachel 
Crotti, Cecilia Henry, Carmen Pa-
lacios, Emma Stefanoni and Irene 
Tapia who celebrated 50 years of 
Religious Life.  The Mass took 
place at St. Paul’s Center, a Jewish 
Synagogue converted into a type of 
sacred space for different functions, 
not too far from the Salesian Sisters 
Provincial House.   The Mass was 
followed by a luncheon in an ad-
jacent hall.   Everything was well 
done and you could sense a very 
Salesian and family-like spirit.   Be-
ing from Texas myself, I had known 
several of the Jubilarians even be-
fore they had professed.  I was 
also able to reconnect with some 
old friends who had been in school 
with me at Mary Help of Christians 
School in Laredo, Texas.   We wish 
to congratulate our Sisters who were 
being honored, for their fidelity and 
for allowing God to form their lives 
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into an image and sign of God’s love 
for the young.   We thank them for 
their years of service to the Church, 
the Congregation, their province 
and the young.   May God and Mary 
Help of Christians continue to bless 
and strengthen them as they contin-
ue to serve and live out their lives 
for young people, in response to 
God’s calling.

This summer I was able to visit all 
of our Salesian sites where summer 
programs were being conducted.  
Unfortunately, my sum-
mer weeks were filled 
with other commitments 
which did not allow me 
to visit our summer min-
istries for a greater length 
of time.  I was only able to 
visit our summer camps 
briefly.  But, I could see 
the dedicated work and 
care for the young.  I wish 
to thank all our Directors 
and counselors involved 
in summer ministries.  
We appreciate their com-
mitment and hard work.  
THANK YOU!

One of the major events we cele-
brated this summer was the dedica-
tion and blessing of our new athletic 
field and stadium at St. John Bosco 
High School, Bellflower.   On July 
24th, several hundred people gath-
ered at St. John Bosco High School 
to rededicate the newly renovated 
field.  Several dignitaries and main 
donors were present.  Fr. Nick Reina, 
the Salesian Director of our Salesian 
community and work in Bellflower, 
blessed the field inviting members 
of the Varsity football team to help 
with the blessing.   Mr. Brian Panish, 
the lead donor,  our Head football 
coach Jason Negro and others spoke 

and shared their joy and exuberance 
at having a dream come true.  We 
wish to thank all our very generous 
donors and friends who have sup-
ported us in so many ways.  A very 
special “shout-out” to  our school 
staff and, especially, Mr. Dennis 
Mulhaupt, President of the school, 
who were instrumental in seeing to 
the completion of this new athletic 
complex.  It has been a long journey 
involving much work and dedica-
tion.  THANK YOU TO ALL!  The 
Salesians of Don Bosco are blessed 

and honored to have such wonderful 
and committed friends!   May our 
mission to the young, especially, to 
the most needy and disadvantaged, 
continue to be our focus and goal.  
I am sure that other projects dedi-
cated to other aspects of the lives of 
the young will be next on our list of 
accomplishments.

We wish to congratulate our two 
novices from the SUE province who 
will profess their first vows on Au-
gust 16th in Stony Point, NY.   We 
congratulate Dan Glass and Tom 
Junis on their first profession which 
will take place in two weeks.  We 
have enjoyed having them in our 

province for their year of Novi-
tiate.  We wish them all the best and 
promise them our prayers and sup-
port.  May God continue to bless 
and strengthen them as they move 
forward to a new phase of their for-
mation in Orange, New Jersey.   I 
also wish to thank Fr. Tom Juarez, 
the present director of novices, for 
saying, “yes” to being the novice 
master these last two years.  We are 
appreciative of his generosity and 
dedication for taking on this role 
during these last two years while 

Fr. Joe Nguyen studied in 
Rome to prepare himself 
to be the next director of 
novices.  Fr. Tom’s next 
assignment will be at our 
parish of San Luis Rey in 
Laredo, Texas.  May God 
continue to give Tom good 
health, lots of energy and 
fill him with all the graces 
he needs and desires.  And, 
we also thank the Salesian 
Community in Richmond 
for their support and ac-
companiment of our two 
novices this year.

We wish to congratulate Fr. Joe 
Nguyen, our new director of novices 
who will be installed on August 14th 
at the novitiate in Richmond.   And, 
we congratulate our four prenovices 
who will begin their novitiate year 
on that same day.  They are Michael 
Pomo, Leo Imbert, Kris Tran and 
Manny Diaz.   We welcome them 
to the novitiate and promise to ac-
company them with our prayers and 
support. 

There are a number of significant 
events occurring this coming scho-
lastic year:  The visit to our prov-
ince of our Rector Major, Fr. Angel 
Artime Fernandez (September 12-
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Over ninety kids and a dozen youth counselors from the Salesian Boys’ and Girls’ Club, San Francisco enjoyed four nights and five days 
in June at Camp St. Francis in Aptos in late June. The campers were visited by several “Old campers” from days gone by, including Bob 
Figone and Joe Crivello who fondly recalled time spent there each summer in the 1940’s and 1950’s. The camp still holds a lot of great 

memories for many of us, and much anticipation for future summer fun, Salesian style.

18);  Extraordinary Visitation from 
March to May 2019, by one of the 
delegates on the General Council, 
Fr. Maria Arokiam Kanaga; our Pro-
vincial Chapter, June 16-21, 2019; 
and in 2020 our General Chapter, 
February 16-April 4, in Turin, Italy.  
The theme for our next Chapter will 
be: “What Kind of Salesians for the 
Youth of Today.”   I wish to thank Fr. 
John Itzaina for accepting the role 
of moderator of our next provincial 
chapter.  In the next few months you 
will receive more information on all 
of these upcoming events.  

For the moment, we turn our atten-
tion and energy to the upcoming visit 
of our Rector Major (September 12-
18).   Every area has been assigned a 
coordinator to help organize the ac-
tivities with the Rector Major which 
will take place locally.   Let us pray 
daily for the successful outcome of 

this graced moment.  God wishes 
to bless us with these special visits 
and events.  We need to open our 
minds and hearts to receive them 
as blessings and challenges to grow 
more deeply in our commitment 
to the province community and 
the young.   As we prepare to be-
gin our new school year, may God 
give us the zeal and energy to live 
out Don Bosco’s motto:  “Da Mihi 
Animas, Cetera Tolle.”   “Give Me 
Souls, Take Away the Rest.”    We 

do have much for which to be grate-
ful!   May God continue to inspire 
and strengthen our province in order 
to be that sign and image of God’s 
love for the young.

With warm regards and gratitude,

Fr. Ted Montemayor, SDBProvince Calendar 2018-19 
Province of St. Andrew the Apostle 

San Francisco, California 
As of June 11, 2018

May, 2018 
 

1 TU  Initial Formation Evaluations due. 
1-5 TU-SA  Provincial Visitation – Provincial  
   Residence, San Francisco 
2 WE  Members Meeting, St. Francis,  
   Watsonville @ 10:00 AM 
3 TH  Members Meeting, Richmond 
6 SU  St. Dominic Savio  
   (Not Celebrated this Year) 
6-8  SU-TU   Provincial Council Meeting,  
   Richmond 
12 SA  Salesian Family Day,  
   St. John Bosco H.S., Bellflower 
13 SU  St. Mary Domenica Mazzarello 
   (Not Celebrated this Year) 
15 TU  Diaconate Ordination, St. Dominic  
   Savio Church, 6:00 PM,  
   Bishop David O’Connell 
16 WE  St. Louis Orione 
16  WE  Members Meeting, Watsosnville 
17 TH  Members Meeting, SJB, Bellflower 
22 TU  Trust Meeting, Provincial House, 
   San Francisco @ 10:00 AM 
24 TH  Mary Help of Christians  
26 SA  Graduation, SJB, Bellflower 
26 SA  Graduation, St. Francis, Watsonville 
28 MO  Memorial Day 
 

June, 2018 
 

3 SU  Provincial Council, Provincial House 
4-8 MO-FR  Provincial Council, Villa Maria, 
    Santa Cruz, MO Begins@ 10:00 AM, 
    Ends FR w/ Lunch  
8 FR  Bl. Stephan Sandor 
11-13 MO-WE  Principals’ Meeting – Sierra Madre 
17-22 SU- FR  Retreat at Three Rivers 
17-23 SU-SA  SYLC 2018, Camp St. Francis 
23 SA  St. Joseph Cafasso 
30 SA  Diaconate Ordination, Tlaquepaque,  
   Mexico 
 

July, 2018 
 

4 WE  Independence Day 
7 SA  Bl. Maria Romero Meneses, FMA 
18 WE  Finance Advisory Meeting,  
   Provincial House, San Francisco 
24 TU  Dedication, SJB Stadium, 6:00 PM 
29-3  SU-FR  Salesian Retreat, San Juan Bautista 
   Renewals of Professions, Aug. 3. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

August, 2018 
 

12-14 SU-TU  Provincial Council Meeting 
   Salesian, Richmond 
14 TU  Installation of Master of Novices;  
   Admission to Novitiate, Richmond 
15 WE  Assumption of Our Lady 
25 SA  Blessed Maria Troncatti 
26 SU  Blessed Zeffirino Namuncurá 
   (Not Celebrated this Year) 
30 TH  Directors, Pastors, PC: Meeting to  
   begin 2018-2019 @ Richmond 
 
September, 2018 
 
5 MO  Labor Day 
9-11 SU-TU  Provincial Council Meeting, 
   Provincial House, San Francisco 
12-18 WE-TU  Rector-Major’s Visit 
12 WE  Rector-Major arrives, SFO @ 11:14 AM 
   Will Stay @ Provincial House 9/12-16 
12 WE  Fr. Angel meet w/ Provincial &  
   Council @ 3:00 PM  
13 TH  Fr Angel visits Richmond and 
    Berkeley 
14 FR  Fr. Angel visits Watsonville, School  
   & Parish 
15 SA  Fr. Angel visits Corpus Christi  
   @ 12:30 PM 
   Fr. Angel visits SS P&P @ 2:00 PM 
   and  speaks to Northern SDB’s 
   Mass @ 5:00 PM,  
   SS Peter & Paul w/Fr. Angel and  
   Salesian Family (Reception, Dinner) 
16 SU  Fr. Angel flies to Long Beach @ 8:54 am.  
   Will Stay @ SJB 9/16-18 
16 SU  South, Mass @ 3:00 PM,  
   St. Dominic Savio w/ Fr. Angel and  
   Saleaian Family, Perpetual Vows for  
   Br. Peter Le (Dinner & Reception) 
17 MO  Fr. Angel - St. John Bosco HS,  
   School Assembly, Bellflower  
   @ 8:30 AM 
   Fr. Angel – Don Bosco Tech, School  
   Assembly, Rosemead, 1:00 PM 
   Fr. Angel speaks to Southern SDB’s 
   – Don Bosco Tech Chapel @ 4:00 PM 
   Fr. Angel speaks w/ SYM – St.  
   Joseph’s @ 6:00 PM followed by  
   Dinner with SDB’s, FMA’s and  
   Young People.  
18 TU  Fr. Angel departs SJB for Soto Street 
   Fr. Angel – Salesian HS, School  
   Assembly, Los Angeles @ 9:00 AM 
   Fr. Angel departs LAX –  in the AM. 
22 FR  Bl. Joseph Calasanz-Marqués and  
   Bl. Henry Sáiz Aparicio, Priests and  
   93 Companions, Martyrs 
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Camp Savio 
(Bellflower, CA)

Throughout the day, it may seem nearly impossible as 
to how our counselors are able to pack so many activi-
ties into only four weeks.  This is accomplished through 
months of careful planning prior to the very first day of the 
camp season 
by a combined 
effort of our 
camp director, 
Juan Carlos, 
our headmas-
ter, Monica 
Rosales and 
each of our 
hand picked 
head counsel-
ors.  During 
this planning 
process, the 
implementa-
tion of “Camp 
along God” is 
always kept in mind and while activities such as pool 
time and game room are important, the spiritual aspects 
of our camp are never undermined.

Through time set for each grade to have a session in faith 
sharing, both our campers and counselors are able to grow 
spiritually in their faith by being guided along an arts and 
crafts sessions, that of which holds a symbolic meaning.  
Here at Camp Savio, our Liturgy team is second to none 
in their ability to plan every grades arts and crafts activi-
ties, as well as being able to combine religious symbol-

ism in all they do.  
This is revealed 
through Liturgies 
process of read-
ing bible verses 
to all the coun-
selors and camp-
ers that relate 
to the theme of 
each camp week.  
Week three of 
Camp Savio had 
a theme of “Com-
munity” that of 
which our priest 
spoke of during 
our weekly Fri-
day mass.  During 

our weekly Friday morning mass, all of Camp Savio is 
respectfully present and attentive as they hear from our 
priest of the importance of having a healthy community 
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of people and how we as individuals 
are able to make a difference with-
in our own communities as well.  
Prayer is how the day is stated and 
with a prayer is how our day comes 
to an end.  

Our counselors begin every morn-
ing with a morning meeting.  These 
meetings are to start off the day pre-
pared and to give our counselors 
a chance to wake up and get they 
hearts beating and full of energy for 
the upcoming day.  Before begin-
ning there is a pray, where we all 
join hands and pray for a safe and 
fun day of camp as well as for any 
personal intentions in our hearts.  
Just as prayer is how any day at 
Camp Savio is begun, a prayer is 
how a day is closed.  After a coun-
selor meeting, and all hands have 
been joined, we thank God for the 
day and allow our counselors an op-
portunity to pray, as a whole fam-
ily, for any personal intentions in 
there hearts.  With that Camp Savio 
comes to an end of a day and allow 
everyone present to leave with a 
clear head, full heart, and a greater 
relationship and understanding of 
God.                
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Rector Major Announces 
2019 Strenna 

“‘So that my joy may be in you’ (John 15:11). 
Holiness for you, too!”

ANS – Rome – On July 13 Fr. Angel Fernandez Artime 
presented the 2019 Strenna for the Salesian Family. “This 
is a great opportunity to offer several notes for the devel-
opment of the theme. There is no other pastoral element 
that the Rector Major offers, in the name of Don Bosco, 
to the whole Salesian world.” The theme for the Salesian 
Family’s journey in 2019 is, “‘So that my joy may be in 
you’ (John 15:11). Holiness for you, too.”
Although it is the Rector Major’s task to prepare and 
present the text each year, Fr. Fernandez emphasizes that 
this strenna “is the fruit of a dialog in the world council 
of the Salesian Family which, fortunately and by grace, 
has much to do with this ecclesial moment of the [youth] 
synod, and also with the last appeal that the synod docu-
ment launched on the theme of holiness.”

The document presented on the 13th to the Salesian 
world consists of nine sections. In the seventh, the Rec-
tor Major insists on an essential reality of holiness, and 
he does it through a question: “What does ‘holiness for 
you too’ mean?” It is an exciting topic that this question 
offers, and even more exciting is the answer proposed to 
each Salesian Family member. “Holiness is not an op-

tional ‘extra,’ and a goal only for some. It is life to the 
full, according to God’s plan and gift. It is therefore a 
path of humanization.”

Daily sanctity has become a reality in the lives lived to 
the full through the Salesian charism. We are thus invited 
not to forget that in the course of history Salesian holi-
ness has become visible, embodied with people’s proper 
names: Zeman, Stuchly, Lustosa, Zatti, Srugi, Sandor, 
Lunkenbien and Simão Bororo, Comini, Anna Maria Lo-
zano, Laura Vicuña, Alexandrina Maria da Costa, among 
many others.

Fr. Fernandez goes on to say that the presentation of 
Strenna 2019 “is a magnificent opportunity to be in har-
mony with the summons that the Holy Father addresses 
in his apostolic exhortation Gaudete et exsultate, which 
has much to do with our Salesian charism. Don Bosco 
was a great teacher in this sense, with the ability to in-
spire and accompany his children on the paths of daily 
holiness.”

“What is important is to be holy, not to be declared as 
such,” emphasizes the Rector Major. “The canonized 
saints are like the façade of a church; but the church con-
tains many precious treasures inside, which remain invis-
ible, however.”

The full presentation of the Rector Major’s strenna for 
2019 is available on the sdb.org website.

Rector Major, Fr. An-
gel Fernandez Artime 

with David Wehrly and 
Fr. Tim Ploch in Rome. 

David is an SJB alumnos 
and was Board Chairman 
at St. John Bosco, Bell-
flower, and is on a visit 

to Rome.
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   Watsonville @ 10:00 AM 
3 TH  Members Meeting, Richmond 
6 SU  St. Dominic Savio  
   (Not Celebrated this Year) 
6-8  SU-TU   Provincial Council Meeting,  
   Richmond 
12 SA  Salesian Family Day,  
   St. John Bosco H.S., Bellflower 
13 SU  St. Mary Domenica Mazzarello 
   (Not Celebrated this Year) 
15 TU  Diaconate Ordination, St. Dominic  
   Savio Church, 6:00 PM,  
   Bishop David O’Connell 
16 WE  St. Louis Orione 
16  WE  Members Meeting, Watsosnville 
17 TH  Members Meeting, SJB, Bellflower 
22 TU  Trust Meeting, Provincial House, 
   San Francisco @ 10:00 AM 
24 TH  Mary Help of Christians  
26 SA  Graduation, SJB, Bellflower 
26 SA  Graduation, St. Francis, Watsonville 
28 MO  Memorial Day 
 

June, 2018 
 

3 SU  Provincial Council, Provincial House 
4-8 MO-FR  Provincial Council, Villa Maria, 
    Santa Cruz, MO Begins@ 10:00 AM, 
    Ends FR w/ Lunch  
8 FR  Bl. Stephan Sandor 
11-13 MO-WE  Principals’ Meeting – Sierra Madre 
17-22 SU- FR  Retreat at Three Rivers 
17-23 SU-SA  SYLC 2018, Camp St. Francis 
23 SA  St. Joseph Cafasso 
30 SA  Diaconate Ordination, Tlaquepaque,  
   Mexico 
 

July, 2018 
 

4 WE  Independence Day 
7 SA  Bl. Maria Romero Meneses, FMA 
18 WE  Finance Advisory Meeting,  
   Provincial House, San Francisco 
24 TU  Dedication, SJB Stadium, 6:00 PM 
29-3  SU-FR  Salesian Retreat, San Juan Bautista 
   Renewals of Professions, Aug. 3. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

August, 2018 
 

12-14 SU-TU  Provincial Council Meeting 
   Salesian, Richmond 
14 TU  Installation of Master of Novices;  
   Admission to Novitiate, Richmond 
15 WE  Assumption of Our Lady 
25 SA  Blessed Maria Troncatti 
26 SU  Blessed Zeffirino Namuncurá 
   (Not Celebrated this Year) 
30 TH  Directors, Pastors, PC: Meeting to  
   begin 2018-2019 @ Richmond 
 
September, 2018 
 
5 MO  Labor Day 
9-11 SU-TU  Provincial Council Meeting, 
   Provincial House, San Francisco 
12-18 WE-TU  Rector-Major’s Visit 
12 WE  Rector-Major arrives, SFO @ 11:14 AM 
   Will Stay @ Provincial House 9/12-16 
12 WE  Fr. Angel meet w/ Provincial &  
   Council @ 3:00 PM  
13 TH  Fr Angel visits Richmond and 
    Berkeley 
14 FR  Fr. Angel visits Watsonville, School  
   & Parish 
15 SA  Fr. Angel visits Corpus Christi  
   @ 12:30 PM 
   Fr. Angel visits SS P&P @ 2:00 PM 
   and  speaks to Northern SDB’s 
   Mass @ 5:00 PM,  
   SS Peter & Paul w/Fr. Angel and  
   Salesian Family (Reception, Dinner) 
16 SU  Fr. Angel flies to Long Beach @ 8:54 am.  
   Will Stay @ SJB 9/16-18 
16 SU  South, Mass @ 3:00 PM,  
   St. Dominic Savio w/ Fr. Angel and  
   Saleaian Family, Perpetual Vows for  
   Br. Peter Le (Dinner & Reception) 
17 MO  Fr. Angel - St. John Bosco HS,  
   School Assembly, Bellflower  
   @ 8:30 AM 
   Fr. Angel – Don Bosco Tech, School  
   Assembly, Rosemead, 1:00 PM 
   Fr. Angel speaks to Southern SDB’s 
   – Don Bosco Tech Chapel @ 4:00 PM 
   Fr. Angel speaks w/ SYM – St.  
   Joseph’s @ 6:00 PM followed by  
   Dinner with SDB’s, FMA’s and  
   Young People.  
18 TU  Fr. Angel departs SJB for Soto Street 
   Fr. Angel – Salesian HS, School  
   Assembly, Los Angeles @ 9:00 AM 
   Fr. Angel departs LAX –  in the AM. 
22 FR  Bl. Joseph Calasanz-Marqués and  
   Bl. Henry Sáiz Aparicio, Priests and  
   93 Companions, Martyrs 
 
 

Rector Major 
Visit

September 2018
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Salesian College Preparatory  

SYLC experience 2018. 

My name is  Chandra  Davies,  I’m a  Junior  at  Salesian  College 
Preparatory and I recently got back from SYLC 2018. For those of 
you who don’t know, SYLC is a summer camp-like convention 
where young Salesian students go to 
learn how to become strong christian 
leaders. The adults who run SYLC 
guide the participants as they develop 
their leadership skills along with their 
faith, encouraging us to not only make 
a change in our schools, but to go even 
further and change the world. When 
w e f i r s t g o t t h e r e w e w e r e 
enthusiastically greeted by our spirit 
leaders, and their energy didn’t falter 
for the remainder of the week. They 
made everyone feel welcome and like 
part of the new family. We were 
provided with a workbook that had 
daily schedules and pages that would be used in the various large 

We invite 
young 
people to


discover the 
way in 
which 


they can 
become 
leaders


among 
their peers 
in the 


context of 
Bosco’s 
oratory


model of 
Home, 
School,


Church and 
Playground

CALL TO INVITATION group sessions (classes taken by all participants together), and workshops that participants could choose 
themselves. Each day was packed with activities from 8am to 11pm and plenty of time to eat and play, 
after all that is the Salesian way. Every two days we were assigned new small groups of about 8 people. 
This gave us a chance to meet the people we hadn’t had a chance to talk to during recreational time or 
previous group activities. Since a big part of SYLC was learning about individual strengths and how to 
use them, we talked about our own and learned a lot about those in others. In turn that helped us see what 
it takes to make and lead a strong, capable team of people with varying types of strengths and 
personalities. In addition to our personal strengths, we learned about the other Salesian schools attending 
SYLC. One of the workshop sessions was a choice of 3 presentations done by the students at a Salesian 
school and they taught us about one of their traditions. These presentations plus the shared ideas from 
other schools like ours provided us with many resources to be used to improve on what we already have, 
and even start what we don’t have yet. Something I’m excited to bring back is new ideas on how to 
better events like freshman orientation and school dances so that we can ensure the students after us will 
have strong school spirit. I’m very grateful to have had the opportunity to attend SYLC, and I strongly 
recommend that anyone else who has the opportunity should take it. It will be a very enlightening 
experience as a step towards the growth of yourself, and also your help in the growth of others.  
 
I am Tiffany Mangle and I attended SYLC as an incoming senior and it was an 
amazing experience. The leadership skills that the camp taught and refined through 
several group and individual activities throughout the week have made me more 
confident in my ability to help others and to truly make a difference. This camp 
allowed me to meet, grow close to, and share experiences with a lot of amazing 
people that I otherwise would never have met. Together we talked about different 
social justice issues and how to be an effective leader in our local communities and 
also in the world beyond them. At SYLC there were designated times in which 
we’d talk with the others from our school and in these sessions we discussed some 
changes that we’d like to make in our community, such as the idea to make our 
freshman orientations more personal and welcoming which was inspired by the Big 
Brother program at Bosco Tech. I’m excited to bring back these ideas and 

everything I’ve learned to help improve my community. 

I am James Mariano an incoming junior. During SYLC my friends and I went 
through a transformative experience. This experience changed our perspectives, 
introduced us to world problems, allowed us to be open, and to be apart of the big 
Salesian family we knew little about at the time. Through this event, we were able to 
open our minds to finally realize the true problems that surround this society. Not 
only did we open our minds but our hearts to new people, amazing stories, and God. 
This was a heartwarming experience which sparked a flame in my heart allowed me 
to preach God's word, will, and wisdom. The people of SYLC that attend Salesian 
College Preparatory are excited to animate and electrify others lives with spectacular 
songs, activities and life-changing stories.  

My name is Audric Reyes and I am currently going into my junior year at Salesian College Preparatory. A little 
while back, I was invited to a camp called SYLC, which is a Salesian leadership camp that teaches students to 
strengthen their faith in Christ and change their community for the better. I was skeptical to go at first, since 
school just ended and I felt like I did not have the energy to go on a retreat. That quickly changed once I got 
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group sessions (classes taken by all participants together), and workshops that participants could choose 
themselves. Each day was packed with activities from 8am to 11pm and plenty of time to eat and play, 
after all that is the Salesian way. Every two days we were assigned new small groups of about 8 people. 
This gave us a chance to meet the people we hadn’t had a chance to talk to during recreational time or 
previous group activities. Since a big part of SYLC was learning about individual strengths and how to 
use them, we talked about our own and learned a lot about those in others. In turn that helped us see what 
it takes to make and lead a strong, capable team of people with varying types of strengths and 
personalities. In addition to our personal strengths, we learned about the other Salesian schools attending 
SYLC. One of the workshop sessions was a choice of 3 presentations done by the students at a Salesian 
school and they taught us about one of their traditions. These presentations plus the shared ideas from 
other schools like ours provided us with many resources to be used to improve on what we already have, 
and even start what we don’t have yet. Something I’m excited to bring back is new ideas on how to 
better events like freshman orientation and school dances so that we can ensure the students after us will 
have strong school spirit. I’m very grateful to have had the opportunity to attend SYLC, and I strongly 
recommend that anyone else who has the opportunity should take it. It will be a very enlightening 
experience as a step towards the growth of yourself, and also your help in the growth of others.  
 
I am Tiffany Mangle and I attended SYLC as an incoming senior and it was an 
amazing experience. The leadership skills that the camp taught and refined through 
several group and individual activities throughout the week have made me more 
confident in my ability to help others and to truly make a difference. This camp 
allowed me to meet, grow close to, and share experiences with a lot of amazing 
people that I otherwise would never have met. Together we talked about different 
social justice issues and how to be an effective leader in our local communities and 
also in the world beyond them. At SYLC there were designated times in which 
we’d talk with the others from our school and in these sessions we discussed some 
changes that we’d like to make in our community, such as the idea to make our 
freshman orientations more personal and welcoming which was inspired by the Big 
Brother program at Bosco Tech. I’m excited to bring back these ideas and 

everything I’ve learned to help improve my community. 

I am James Mariano an incoming junior. During SYLC my friends and I went 
through a transformative experience. This experience changed our perspectives, 
introduced us to world problems, allowed us to be open, and to be apart of the big 
Salesian family we knew little about at the time. Through this event, we were able to 
open our minds to finally realize the true problems that surround this society. Not 
only did we open our minds but our hearts to new people, amazing stories, and God. 
This was a heartwarming experience which sparked a flame in my heart allowed me 
to preach God's word, will, and wisdom. The people of SYLC that attend Salesian 
College Preparatory are excited to animate and electrify others lives with spectacular 
songs, activities and life-changing stories.  

My name is Audric Reyes and I am currently going into my junior year at Salesian College Preparatory. A little 
while back, I was invited to a camp called SYLC, which is a Salesian leadership camp that teaches students to 
strengthen their faith in Christ and change their community for the better. I was skeptical to go at first, since 
school just ended and I felt like I did not have the energy to go on a retreat. That quickly changed once I got 
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there the first day. As I stepped onto the fresh grounds of Camp St. Francis, I was 
greeted by the friendliest spirit leaders who all had a welcoming smile on their face. 
These spirit leaders led multiple groups of people and were able to set the tone for a 
great environment to be in. In the beginning, All camp participants were given an ID 
that showed five of our leadership strengths based on a survey we took before. 
Through the week, we learned more about our faith and leadership through several 
sessions through the day. In these sessions, we wrote in a handy notebook discussing 
about our thoughts with people in groups. Speaking of groups, I was able to make 
friends with new people, due to the fact that we had different groups with different 
people almost every day. With these new friends, we participants participated in fun 
activities that made us realize some of the harsh realities of the society we live in. 

For example, leaders put up a fashion show that seemed fun at first, but actually 
showed the reality of the labor for the clothes to be made. My favorite activity was the actual simulation of 
undocumented immigrants trying to get into a new country, which had us participants be the immigrants and 
taking on a whole, new identity. It ended up showing me the hard life of these victims and how the reality of it 
doesn’t get as much attention. To make our community better, we had other Salesian schools share their ideas 
on clubs, movements, and their students’ style of school life. My school was able to take these ideas and 
suggestions so we can implement them to improve our Salesian community. SYLC was full of fascinating 
experiences that ended up changing the person that I am in a span of a week. The summer retreat was able to 
strengthen my faith in God and make me fully aware of my leadership strengths to the point where I can use 
them to make a change in my community. I for sure recommend this camp to anyone who is invited for the next 
session. It is a great and memorable trip that will leave a significant impact on your faith, leadership, and care 
for others. 
My name is Roberto Martinez and I just completed my first year at Salesian High 
School Preparatory. I am part of the Religious Studies Department. I had the 
honor and privilege to be part of this year's SYLC along with Br. Jhoni Chamorro 
and twelve students. This week was full of hope, learning, expectations, and 
goals. One thing in particular that resonated with me was the theme of 
accompaniment. God gives us gifts and therefore we have to use our gifts to 
proclaim and accompany our students, especially those in the margins. SYLC 
was an opportunity to take time away from the classroom and remind me to 
continue to persevere in accompanying my students and transform the way they 
view their faith in the light of Don Bosco's oratory model of home, school, 
church, and playground.  
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SALESIAN MISSIONARY INTENTION 
IN THE LIGHT OF THE HOLY FATHER’S PRAYER INTENTION 

For the Salesians in Oceania 
      So that the Salesian 
      Family may be able 
to witness to and proclaim the 
Gospel of the Family in Oceania. 
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   Salesian Missionary Intention 

Cultural, economic and political elements greatly influence the lives of families in 
Oceania, as anywhere else in the world. There is a great need to protect the treasure 
of the institution of the family, as the foundation of all Christian values and a school 
of humanity. 

 

So that the Salesian Family may be able to witness to and  
proclaim the Gospel of the Family in Oceania.  

 

T he Vietnamese have a proverb "Thời gian 
vun vút như thoi đưa" (Time flies). Yes, 
time passes without waiting for anyone and 

it never comes back. I have now spent almost two 
years in the missions. Many things were strange to 
me at the beginning, but now I am getting used to 

missionary life here in this beautiful country, Samoa. 
I first set foot on this soil on November 13, 2016, after 

a flight from Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam, and transiting 
through Hong Kong and Fiji. From up in the sky you can see 

that this is a beautiful land, God’s own creation: two large    
islands surrounded by the Pacific Ocean. At close range, it is easy 

to see the waves that hit the coral reefs that surround the islands, 
making the scene extremely beautiful. Samoa has an area of 2,842 km2 (very small land), with about 200 
thousand inhabitants. Agriculture and tourism are the two main pillars of the economy. Catholics form 19% 
of the population. 
To start with, I was more than a little surprised by some habits here. First of all, the community usually 
spends at least 30 minutes before dinner talking to each other and discussing all the events of the day.    
Secondly, when you visit people's homes, they are usually very hospitable and invite you to have a meal 
with their family. Before the meal they give the guests a bowl of water to wash their hands with. Guests are 
honoured by being invited to sit at the table with the parents while the children eat at another table.    
During the meal, one person is there only to serve the food. Someone else fans fresh air on to the guests 
and parents. After the meal they provide another bowl of water to the guests to wash their hands with. 
They have a variety of dishes, but the "Talo" is the staple food. 
We have two communities in Samoa. One is on the island of Upolu. Six confreres take care of a professional 
school of about 300 students and a parish with three churches. The other community is on the island of   
Savaii. The four confreres are in charge of a high school and a vocational centre with about 300 students 
and a parish with three churches. I spent my first two months in Upolu and then I moved to Savaii Island 
where I am now. 
My main responsibility last year was to teach computer science to 9th grade students. I also took care of the 
computer lab and saw to the school bulletin board. I am very happy to have the opportunity to work directly 
with the students. They are very good and honest. They have a good attitude towards their teachers. They 
always carry out enthusiastically any chores that the school or community entrusts them with. I am very 
happy in this mission and I would like you to be happy too! 

Peter Nguyen Minh Duc 
Vietnamese missonary in Samoa 

 

          New missionary in Samoa 

For the Salesians in Oceania 

Witness of Salesian Missionary Sanctity 
Fr. Pierluigi Cameroni SDB,  Postulator General for the Causes of Saints 

  
Servant of God, Constantine Vendrame (1893-1957), a missionary in North East    
India. This August 27th is the 125th anniversary of his birth. His Argentinian voice ech-
oed over hundreds of people in squares and meadows. They listened to his message of 
Christ with great eagerness. External show runs the risk of being mere straw fires if it 
is not accompanied by serious work. Don Vendrame did not wait for the pagans to 
come to him. After preaching "from the rooftops", he went looking for them, moving 
from hut to hut, and teaching them in their own homes. 
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FAREWELL FOR OUR 
SALESIAN FATHERS: 
AVELINO LORENZO 
AND LUIS OYARZO

Bellflower,CA - St. Dominic Savio Parish gave a fare-
well  to our dear priests, Fr. Avelino and Fr. Luis  as they 
received their new assignments.  Fr. Luis worked with 
our community a little more than a year and with this 
very short period of time he captured the esteem and 
love of the parishioners, especially the Hispanic commu-
nity.  Thanks to his persistence, tenacity, strong endeavor 
and good will to work for the community; two masses 
in Spanish were added the to the weekly evening sched-
ule. ( something that we had waited for a long time). He 
love working with the different   ministries  and lectors; 
he contributed to their formation with mini talks after 
mass that help them improved  their participation in the 
Liturgy. He will always be remember with affection. He 
was always half an hour before mass at entrance of the 
church, welcoming and greeting everyone, and we could 
hear  his loud whistle to let us know that it was almost 
time for mass to start.  We wish him well and many bless-
ings in his new assignment.

Fr. Avelino served the community over six years, and 
was very well loved. In his early years as a new ordained 

priest, he came to the U.S.A. and served  for many years 
as pastor in Santa Maria, and then came to St. Dominic 
Savio Parish with the intention to slow down and have 
a more relax life, but it did not turn out that way.  He 
continue working as hard as the new ordained priest that 
came for a mission to the U.S.A.

As a good Salesian, he promoted the devotion to Mary 
Help of Christians, by celebrating the liturgy every 24th 
of the month. Many faithfuls are coming to honor our 
Blessed Mother and keep growing because of his per-
sistence invitation and celebrate our heavenly Mother 
under the invocation of Mary Help of Christians. Lately, 
a beautiful Liturgy celebrated by Fr. Avelino and con-
celebrated by our Provincial Fr. Ted Montemayor was 
the highlight of the celebration of our parish. After mass, 
there was a simple, but well attended reception for our 
priests. The farewell reception was organized by all 
the Salesian Family members (DAMAS,ADMA, EX-
PUPILS,SALESIAN COOPERATORS, etc ) and other 
parish ministry groups. There were music and choirs 
singing (Angeles de Dios ,and a Group from Santa Ma-
ria,) cultural dancers as part of the entertainment, plenty 
of food and good friends to share with, friends of Fr. 
Avelino that came all the way from Tijuana Mexico to 
give a farewell to him.

We are deeply grateful to Frs. Avelino and Luis. We wish 
them both well and many blessings in their new assign-
ments. 
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I am approaching the subject of weight gingerly. Why? I 

don’t want people to think that I am critical of you just 

because you might be on the “heavy” side. I want to 

have a deeper understanding of weight and how that 

affects your health. For the coming weeks, we will 

unravel how our weight could change our health and 

more importantly what can we do about it. I dare not 

offend you by making broad statements about weight 

or obesity. Hence I was extremely happy to come across 

this website “Weight Matters” in their introductory 

statement about why weight matters. It begins with an 

opening statement which reflects my belief and my 

motivation to begin our conversation on weight.

The issue of weight matters to people in many different 

ways. It evokes many different emotions and can often 

be difficult to talk about with your healthcare provider, 

spouse, friend, loved one or others.

The most important reason why weight matters is 

because of your health.

There are many health implications that accompany 

excess weight, such as diabetes, hypertension, sleep 

apnea and others. Sometimes weight can even affect 

emotional health as well. It is not uncommon for some-

one dealing with weight issues to be affected by 

depression or a lack of self-confidence.

Gaining excess weight and realizing the health implica-

tions is not always the easiest thing to recognize. In fact, 

most Americans do not realize that they are affected by 

Weigh In On
Your Health
By Sheila Kun RN, BA, BSN, MS
(Salesian Cooperator)

excess weight or obesity, or even at risk for weight-

related conditions. This is why it is so important for you 

to realize that YOUR WEIGHT DOES MATTER!

Let me begin by going into the physiological compo-

nent of a fat cell this week.   From Wikipedia in its defini-

tion of Adipocyte:  Adipocytes, also known as lipocytes 

and fat cells, are the cells that primarily compose 

adipose tissue, specialized in storing energy as fat.

Your homework assignment from the Care Ministry this 

week: get your weight and height ready. Next week we 

will need these measurements to know your BMI (Body 

Mass Index).

The Care Ministry welcomes your 

comments/suggestions:  kunlouis@gmail.com

How to Say I Love You

Growing up in a Chinese family, the expression of love 
was not always verbal; “I love you” had not been uttered 
explicitly by my parents. Nor was it in their culture or 
tradition that they would openly praise the children for 
a job well done. As a matter of fact, the approval came 
from perhaps a smile, or tear drops swimming in their 
eyes with pride. Moving 
to America, one of the cul-
ture shocks is how love is 
expressed so openly, both 
in words and action. This 
is a good thing. We learned 
to embrace this cultural 
norm by conveying our 
love freely and with no 
reservation. However, not 
all elderly folks could emulate the young by saying I 
love you liberally. Yet I would encourage you to observe 
their expression of love in their subtle way. I will share 
examples of the art of saying “I love you” without say-
ing I love you from my own personal experience.

Take my own marital relationship as a case in point. After 
marrying for almost 48 years, I have not received flow-
ers, jewelries or even a wedding ring. But the sense of 
unconditional love is strong and felt on many occasions. 
On the morning when I received the news that my older 
brother passed away, the news that was not unexpect-

ed, I gathered energy and 
decided to go to work any-
way. To me, it would make 
no sense to mop around at 
home, focusing on the sad 
news. Instead I went on my 
business of going to work. 
Wiping away my tears, I 
felt a warm embrace from 
the back and heard the ques-

tion from my husband: “Do you want me to drive you to 
work?” Love was injected into my whole body without 
hearing the word “I love you”.

Now, caring is not confided to marital relationships. I 

By Sheila Kun, Cooperator
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saw and heard about it even when you live in a commu-
nity with young and old confreres. Another story: I heard 
of an elderly brother being the center of attention for that 
community. The younger confreres would take terms in 
checking on his wellbeing. Words of kindness and com-
fort permeated the community; the good mornings, the “I 
am checking in with you and see if you have taken your 
medicine” and ensuring physical comforts ran freely in 
this community. There is no marital promise to love in 
sickness and in health, but the love for their brothers is 
so loud and clear.

Another loving story brought me almost to tears. This 
is a story of a young confrere probably having a “bad 
day”. We all have those days when things in life don’t 
go our way, we get discouraged and upset. The wise, the 
sage (meaning the elderlies) see through this from their 
rich experience in life. In this case, the elderly confrere 
waved the young confrere and sat him down. There were 
no words of “I am your BFF, you can tell me your prob-
lems”. The elderly confrere simply held the hands of the 

young with one hand and drew the sign of the cross on 
his forehead. He simply uttered: “Go forward Brother, 
the Lord is with you.”

We recognize the power of love and caring, and we 
should use it both deliberately and randomly. Don Bosco 
is right; the young needs to know they are loved, and 
we need to let them know explicitly. Therefore, I truly 
believe every one of us can find the opportunity to say 
“I love you” to the young, the old, the distressed, the un-
churched souls. Find your own way to say I love you. 
You will be surprised that your clever way of conveying 
love is very contagious. You learned it from the love of 
God and His accompaniment every day.

Your homework assignment from the Care Ministry this 
week: Convey the message of love to someone without 
saying “I love you.”

The Care Ministry welcomes your 
comments/suggestions: kunlouis@gmail.com
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