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lives as consecrated religious?  The day 
also included sharing vocational and 
educational programs and updates.   We 
also shared challenges in communities.  
At the end of the day, the Salesian Sisters 
treated us to a wonderful dinner at a 
nearby steak house.  Again, our Thanks 
to the Sisters for their warm hospitality.   
And, thanks to our Sisters for their 
willingness to work together with the 
SDBs, even when there are challenges.

Tomorrow, Wednesday, I fly back to Los 
Angeles and on Thursday, drive up to San 
Francisco.  I will spend a day in the office 
(Friday) and on Saturday attend Vien 
Nguyen’s Ordination to the Diaconate.  
In the evening, I will fly out to Quito, 
Ecuador for the Provincials meetings 
(October 20-27).  I return to San 
Francisco the evening of the 27th.

We congratulate Br. Vien Nguyen who 
will be ordained to the Diaconate on 
Saturday, at St. Mary’s in Moraga.   Vien is 
being ordained with several Jesuits.   
Hopefully, as many of you as possible will 
attend this beautiful ceremony and any 
of the receptions offered during the day.  
We pray for Vien and thank him for his 
generous service to the Church and the 
Salesian Congratulation.   We are happy 
for this blessed milestone in his journey 
to Priesthood and to service among the 
young.   All the best and may God bless 
Vien with his grace, love and passion for 
the Gospel and the young.

We wish to offer our prayers and 
condolences to Fr. Tho Bui who lost his 
Dad last week.  Fr. Tho was unable to join 
us in Texas because of the funeral 
arrangements.   While we would have 
liked to have been present for the funeral 
and be a support to Fr. Tho and his 
family, we were unable to change some 
of our commitments.   We did remember 
Joseph and his family in our prayers.   
May God give him rest and peace from 

On Friday evening, the council and I 
drove to the Salesian Sisters Provincial 
House in San Antonio, where we spent 
the night.   On Saturday, after our 
morning Mass with the Sisters and a 
delicious breakfast, the two provincial 
councils met for the whole day.   In the 
morning, Sr. Chantal, who is making the 
extraordinary visitation for the FMA San 
Antonio Province, opened the morning 
with a reflection on our need to 
collaborate and the witness we give 
when we work together.  It is good to 
plan, dialogue and enjoy each other’s 
company as brothers and sisters.  This 
alone has a witness value which impacts 
the young people. The upcoming 
General Chapters (both FMA and SDB) 
both focus on what type of Salesian and 
what type of communities do we need 
today?  How do we respond to the needs 
of the young and what are the 
implications for our communities and our 

Dear Salesian sisters and brothers,

Last week, the Provincial Council, minus 
Fr. Tho Bui and Fr. John Itzaina, flew into 
San Antonio, Texas, rented a car and 
drove to Laredo where the provincial 
council met the staff of San Luis Rey and 
gathered for two days of provincial 
council meetings.   Although, we were 
missing two provincial council members, 
the four of us present, were able to follow 
a full agenda which included personnel 
issues, preparation for the meetings with 
the Salesian Sisters and discussion on the 
progress made in the Salesian Formation 
programs for our schools, led by Br. Al 
Vu.   A big THANK YOU to the parish of 
San Luis Rey for their warm hospitality 
and welcome.   On Thursday, the council 
and SDBs from the parish were invited to 
my brother, Fernando and his wife, 
Adalia’s home for a delicious dinner.   
Thank you to them and all who made our 
stay very enjoyable.  
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We pray for the sick and suffering in 
our province, that they will be 
restored to full health

Bless those who have grown old in 
your service and give them courage 
and strength in their faith

Be with us as we discern our life's 
work and guide us in the way we 
are called to follow in the footsteps 
of your Son.

We ask you this, that in everyone 
and in everything glory, adoration 
and love may be given to the Most 
High Lord of all things, who is 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.

his sufferings and bring comfort and 
solace to the family.

We also continue to pray for our sick 
brothers and sisters.   In a special way, we 
remember Fr. John Itzaina who continues 
to recuperate from his open heart 
surgery, Fr. Steve Whelan who had a 
procedure done to release blood which 
had gathered around his brain and Fr. 
Leo Baysinger who is being cared for at a 
nursing facility in Norwalk. 

Early November will find the provincial 
councils of the East and West meeting at 
Stony Point.  This gathering, like our 
gathering with the FMA provincial 
council, is scheduled on a yearly cycle.  
We alternate places to meet.  This year 
the Eastern Province is hosting us.  Keep 
us in prayer as we continue our 
collaboration with the East and discover 
ways to live our mission more effectively 
here in the United States.

We continue to pray for the Synod 
gathered in Rome on the Pan Amazon.   
The Synod goes until October 27.   
Hopefully, their reflections and honest 
discussions will lead all of us to be aware 
of the Amazon region and its importance.   
It will also, hopefully, lead us to 
appreciate the work done and needed to 
conserve our environment and help 
prevent the greed and entitlement by 
some countries to use the raw materials 

for only economic purposes.  The Holy 
Father is concerned for our future and 
the future of our young people.   
Perhaps, we in the States have not always 
taken environmental issues very seriously.  
We feel that what works for us is what is 
important.  Pope Francis is helping us 
reflect more deeply and be aware of the 
greater ramifications of how we use our 
resources.   Other people are being 
impacted, and sometimes, in a very 
negative way.   Our concern for the 

environment and for the people of the 
Amazon region is part of our responsibili-
ty as Christians;  part of the virtue of 
charity and justice.  Let us continue to 
follow this Synod with our prayers and 
take to heart what the Synod of Bishops 
(and, laity) is telling us.  



PRAY FOR

BR. LEO IMBERT, SDB
BR. KRIS TRAN, SDB

OCTOBER
FR. MARC ROUGEAU, SDB
FR. JERRY WEIRICH, SDB
BR. JOHN RASOR, SDB
FR. STEVE WHELAN, SDB
BR. VIEN NGUYEN, SDB
FR. JOSEPH BOENZI, SDB 
FR. AL PESTUN, SDB
BR. JHONI CHAMORRO, SDB   
FR. MOSES YUN, SDB

5th

5th

7th

14th

17th

27th

28th

30th

31st

REST IN

TOM KALICH 
(SALESIAN COOPERATOR)

JOSEPH NGHIA TRAN BUI
(FATHER OF FR. THO BUI, SDB)

PEACE

PRAY FOR

BR. PAT BARBARIOL, SDB
FR. LEO BAYSINGER, SDB
FR. HAROLD DANIELSON, SDB
FR. ARTHUR LENTI, SDB
BR. JOSEPH LOCKWOOD, SDB
FR. AVELINO LOZANO, SDB
BR. PAT MALONEY, SDB
FR. ARMAND OLIVERI, SDB
FR. RICHARD PRESENTI, SDB
BR. BRUNO DE PRETTO, SDB
FR. ROBERT STEIN, SDB
BR. JERRY WEIRICH, SDB
FR. JOHN ITZAINA, SDB
FR. STEVE WHELAN, SDB

1st

5th 

6th 

9th-13th

18th-23rd 

19th 

20th-27th 

24th

24th-27th 

28th 

29th 

29th 

30th 

Board Meeting @ Bosco Tech; Rosemead, CA 

Feast Day: Blessed Albert Marvelli (Lay Person) 

Anniversary Mass @ St. Dominic Savio Parish; Bellflower, CA

FMA-SUO Provincial Councils Meeting; Laredo, TX

NCEA; Rhode Island

Diaconate Ordination of Br. Vien Nguyen; Moraga, CA

Provincials Meeting; Ecuador

Feast Day: St. Louis Guanella (Priest and Founder of the Servants of Charity) 

Quinquennium; Stony Point, NY 

Quarterly Day of Recollection 

Feast Day: Blessed Michael Rua (Priest) 

Province Advisory Meeting @ Salesian Provincial Office; San Francisco, CA

Trust Meetings @ Salesian Provincial Office; San Francisco, CA 

OCTOBER EVENTS
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This week, October 10th & 11th, at our 
parish, San Luis Rey Church, we had 
the privilege of hosting the Salesian 
Provincial Council. We were filled with 
great company; we were accompanied 
by Fr. Provincial Ted Montemayor, Fr. 
Thomas Prendiville, Fr. Melchor 
Trinidad and Br. Al Vu. The Provincial 
Council had their meetings in our 
facilities, while getting to spend time 
with the Salesian family here at our 
parish. We hope that their time here 
was well spent, as they got a little 
experience of cold weather here in 
Laredo, TX! We really enjoyed their 
company here, and cannot wait to have 
them here again. It was also great to 
have the Salesians from Nuevo Laredo 
come and spend some time with us. 
Finally, it would be great to have others 
from the province join us! We await you 
with open arms! 

By Danya Montiel
Assistant at San Luis Rey Church

San Luis Rey Church hosts
Provincial Council

Provincial Council and Fr. Jose Lucero
 with Fr. Ted’s relatives in Laredo
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By Unknown

(ANS - Rome) - For the Church, 
October represents a "missionary 
month". The missionary dimension is 
manifested from day one, with the 
liturgical memory of Saint Therese of 
the Child Jesus, Patroness of the 
Missions and Doctor of the Church, 
and then reaches its peak on the third 
Sunday of the month, with World 
Mission Day. But October 2019 is 
special, because Pope Francis 
proclaimed it "an extraordinary 
missionary month".

In his message for World Mission Day 
2019, Pope Francis illustrates how the 
dimension of the missionary apostolate 
touches every baptized person: "This 
divine life is not a product for sale – we 
do not practise proselytism – but a 
treasure to be given, communicated 
and proclaimed: that is the meaning of 
mission. We received this gift freely 
and we share it freely (cf. Mt 10:8), 
without excluding anyone."

Today in the world there are many 
missionaries who, in the style of Don 
Bosco, have decided to spend their 
whole life to spread of the Gospel.

"In our small way," said Fr Felice 
Molino, a missionary in Kenya, "I think 
of our commitment among street 

children, among people who live in 
desert areas, or in poor parishes, or in 
the refugee camp in the north of the 
country, in medical dispensaries that 
are the lifeline for the sick reduced to 
misery, and then the schools ... Jesus 
comes to the last in this way. 'Good 
news' to the poor! ... And almost all 
without words, but with many facts ... 
Mission is not just going; it is above all 
doing, and doing with love and for 
love."

"Missionary life is a willingness to leave 
everything behind and start again to 
live alongside people who are poorer, 
more exposed or ignored. Missionary 
life is nourished by prayer and a 
response to the love of God that is in 
the poorest. It is like giving back 
double of the great love received from
God (the talents) to the Giver of this 
love, to Him who lives in the poorest," 
said Salesian brother Roberto Panetto 
from Cambodia.

Fr Italo Spagnolo, engaged in Nigeria, 
concludes with a reflection starting 
from his personal experience: "When I 
go to the meeting of the priests of the 
diocese I am the only 'white man', 
perhaps the last white missionary! But I 
don't feel like a stranger; in fact, I'm 
even much made of, respected. And I 
understood why last year our bishop 
emeritus wanted to solemnize the 50th 
anniversary of my priestly ordination in 
the cathedral. He wanted to express 

the gratitude of the Church of 
Ijebu-Ode to all the missionaries who 
have brought the faith, tradition, values 
and the spiritual and material riches of 
the Catholic Church to this land!"
  

The mission's extraordinary nature, 
which concerns every baptized 
Published by ANS
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Greetings Salesian family! We are so proud 
to share our experience with our brother 
Salesian High School in Boyle Heights. Last 
Wednesday October 2nd, 2019, Salesian 
High was on St. Joseph’s Campus for their 
freshman retreat. A total of 93 freshmen 
came together as one to have a rockin’ 
good time in the name of the brotherhood 
and Jesus! The theme was “Where we go 
one, we go all-We can do all things through 
Christ who strengthens us!” and was 
centered  around the drama of “Remember 
the Titans” where we see how focusing on 
our differences has the power to divide; 
what it takes to come together as one band 
of brothers. We were blessed to have the 
presence of Fr. Jim Nieblas with us the 
entire day who mentioned that he was 
happy to see the students “understand 
brotherhood and that they are dependent 
on one another, the joy of the day stood 
out as well it wasn’t theoretical but 
practical”. Students had time to run around 
and learn the value of coming together by 
actually coming together in our “challenger 
course”, they had time to reflect on the 
major themes of the movie and Christ in 
their lives indoors, and were able to see 
different situations and experiences their 
peers are living through at the moment in 
the inside outside circle.

The joy of the day came to a close in 
thanksgiving with a celebration of the Holy 
Eucharist, where Fr. Jim reminded us all of 
the duty and responsibility of each follower 
of Christ to reach out to our brothers and 
sisters who are in need of God’s love and 

compassion. A parent of a student said "My 
son came back from St. Joseph's Retreat 
Center this week, and had so much fun with 
his Salesian brother! He told me that no 
words can be formed to what he 
experiences at the retreat. He had an 
amazing time and I owe that to his high 
school and the retreat staff." We are 
beyond grateful to Salesian High for 
allowing us with to server them and live out 
  

our mission of proclaiming the joy of the 
Gospel to all creatures, it is especially 
special when we are able to serve our 
Salesian family. As we journey through this 
extraordinary mission month, we thank God 
for an opportunity to live the mission of 
Jesus through the eyes of Don Bosco, 
please continue to pray for us as we strive 
to go into the entire world and proclaim the 
Gospel (Mk 15:16)

By Johnny Martinez
St. Josephs Retreat Coordinator

Salesian High School
Retreat at St. Josephs



OCTOBER:
The community should name young people currently involved in leadership.  These young people may be new or 
seasoned leaders.



Timing of Vaccination 
From CDC
By Sheila Kun RN, BA, BSN, MS, FCCP
Salesian Cooperator

should continue throughout the 
influenza season, including after 
influenza activity has begun in the 
community. Although vaccination by 
the end of October is recommended, 
vaccine administered in December or 
later, even if influenza activity has 
already begun, might be beneficial in 
the majority of influenza seasons.

Sheila’s note: it seems like the flu 
season has begun early this year. 
Getting the flu vaccine NOW is 
recommended.

Your homework assignment from the 
Care Ministry this week: go get your flu 
shot this week.

The Care Ministry welcomes your 
comments/suggestions: 
kunlouis@gmail.com

Balancing considerations regarding the 
unpredictability of timing of onset of 
the influenza season and concerns that 
vaccine-induced immunity might wane 
over the course of a season, it is 
recommended that vaccination should 
be offered by the end of October. 
Children aged 6 months through 8 
years who require 2 doses should 
receive their first dose as soon as 
possible after the vaccine becomes 
available to allow the second dose 
(which must be administered ≥4 weeks 
later) to be received by the end of 
October.

Efforts should be structured to 
optimize vaccination coverage before 
influenza activity in the community 
begins. No recommendation is made 
for revaccination later in the season of 
persons who have already been fully 
vaccinated (i.e., providing a booster 
dose). Vaccination should continue to 
be offered as long as influenza viruses 
are circulating and unexpired vaccine is 
available. To avoid missed 
opportunities for vaccination, 
providers should offer vaccination 
during routine health care visits and 
hospitalizations.

Optimally, vaccination should occur 
before onset of influenza activity in the 
community. However, because timing 
of the onset, peak, and decline of 
influenza activity varies, the ideal time 
to start vaccinating cannot be 
predicted each season. Moreover, 

more than one outbreak might occur in 
a given community in a single year. In 
the United States, localized outbreaks 
that indicate the start of seasonal 
influenza activity can occur as early as 
October. However, in 75% of 36 
influenza seasons from 1982–83 
through 2017–18, peak influenza 
activity (which often is close to the 
midpoint of influenza activity for the 
season) has not occurred until January 
or later, and in 58% of seasons, the 
peak was in February or later. Activity 
most commonly peaked in February in 
15 (42%) of these seasons. 

Variable data concerning presence and 
rate of waning immunity after influenza 
vaccination, coupled with the 
unpredictable timing of the influenza 
season each year, prevent 
determination of an optimal time to 
vaccinate. Programmatic issues are 
also a consideration; although delaying 
vaccination might result in greater 
immunity later in the season, deferral 
also might result in missed 
opportunities to vaccinate, as well as 
difficulties in vaccinating a population 
within a more constrained time period. 

Vaccination efforts should continue 
throughout the season because the 
duration of the influenza season varies, 
and influenza activity might not occur 
in certain communities until February 
or March. Providers should offer 
influenza vaccine routinely, and 
organized vaccination campaigns 
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With gratitude to God 
the Society of Jesus 

and the Salesians of Don Bosco 
announce the 

 
 

Ordination to the Diaconate of 
 

 
 
 

Justin Claravall, S.J. 
 

San Mai, S.J. 
 

Vien Minh Nguyen, S.D.B 
 

Joshua Peters, S.J. 
 

Perry Petrich, S.J. 
 

Victor Ramos Talavera, S.J. 
 
 

to be conferred by  
Most Reverend Michael C. Barber, S.J. 

Bishop of Oakland 
Saturday, the nineteenth of October 

two thousand nineteen 
at nine o’clock in the morning 

St Mary’s College Chapel 
1928 St. Mary’s Road 
Moraga, CA 94575 

 
Believe what you read 

Teach what you believe 

Practice what you teach 

Greetings Salesian family! We are so proud 
to share our experience with our brother 
Salesian High School in Boyle Heights. Last 
Wednesday October 2nd, 2019, Salesian 
High was on St. Joseph’s Campus for their 
freshman retreat. A total of 93 freshmen 
came together as one to have a rockin’ 
good time in the name of the brotherhood 
and Jesus! The theme was “Where we go 
one, we go all-We can do all things through 
Christ who strengthens us!” and was 
centered  around the drama of “Remember 
the Titans” where we see how focusing on 
our differences has the power to divide; 
what it takes to come together as one band 
of brothers. We were blessed to have the 
presence of Fr. Jim Nieblas with us the 
entire day who mentioned that he was 
happy to see the students “understand 
brotherhood and that they are dependent 
on one another, the joy of the day stood 
out as well it wasn’t theoretical but 
practical”. Students had time to run around 
and learn the value of coming together by 
actually coming together in our “challenger 
course”, they had time to reflect on the 
major themes of the movie and Christ in 
their lives indoors, and were able to see 
different situations and experiences their 
peers are living through at the moment in 
the inside outside circle.

The joy of the day came to a close in 
thanksgiving with a celebration of the Holy 
Eucharist, where Fr. Jim reminded us all of 
the duty and responsibility of each follower 
of Christ to reach out to our brothers and 
sisters who are in need of God’s love and 




