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blessings.   This session (done every year) 
always lasts a good hour to two and 
evokes a lot of feelings and deep 
sharing.   It is good to share and know 
that all of us face challenges and 
blessings.   It is a great support when we 
are able to be vulnerable with each other 
and not afraid to share our weaknesses 
and failures but also our blessings which 
come from God and from the brothers 
and friends who support us.

The rest of the week focused on different 
topics.   Fr. Ivo Coelho, delegate of 
formation for the Congregation, was 
scheduled to be with us all day 
Wednesday, but he was not allowed to 
enter Ecuador because of a new rule 
asking some countries for a visa.  The 
new rule was instituted in August and Ivo 
was not aware of the change.  We spent 
the day reviewing texts which Fr. Ivo had 
sent and discussing other formation 
topics.  

On Thursday, an all day outing was 
organized to Lagos del Norte.  These are 
lakes formed from Volcanic craters.  
Beautiful scenery.   We took a boat ride 
which was cut short due to heavy rains, 
thunder and lightning.   All the 
provincials and our regional, Tim Ploch, 
boarded a small boat which took us  
around the huge lake. But with weather 
conditions as they were, our trip was cut 
short.  Luckily we made it safely to shore 
where a special cultural drink with liquor 
awaited us and which cured all symptoms 
and possibilities of getting sick.  We also 
spent some time visiting some cultural 
towns and markets where clothing and 
artistic pieces made by the indigenous 
people are sold.  A great meal was also 
enjoyed at a local restaurant where some 
provincials ordered cuy (guinea pig), a 
traditional Ecuadorian meal

The rest of the week continued with 
sundry topics and an asado (barbecue) at 
the prenovitiate house several miles  .  

with great Salesian warmth.

The gathering began with a festive meal 
at the provincial house with the provincial 
house community.  Then, after lunch we 
drove to Cumbaya, to the Salesian Sisters 
retreat center.   That evening we started 
with evening prayer, followed by supper, 
a goodnight and a simple social.  

On Monday Fr. Tim Ploch had scheduled 
a retreat day and day of sharing.   After 
breakfast, we had morning prayers and a 
sharing on our roles as provincials, led by 
Fr. Manuel (Manolo) Cayo, provincial of 
Peru.  Manolo shared with us Stephen 
Covey’s The 7 Habits of Highly Effective 
People.  It was very well presented and 
led to some discussion on how well each 
of us practiced these seven principles.   In 
the afternoon we gathered for a “climate 
check,” meaning, how are we doing 
personally in our role as provincial and 
what are some of the challenges and 

Dear Salesian sisters and brothers,

On Sunday, October 27th, I flew back 
from Quito, Ecuador, where I spent the 
last week with Fr. Tim Ploch, our Regional 
and most of the 13 provincials from our 
Inter-American Region.   Two of our 
provincials could not enter the Ecuador 
for different reasons.

The annual Inter-American provincials 
gathering took place in Quito this year.   
We stayed at a retreat house run by the 
Salesian Sisters in Cumbaya, an area in 
Quito.   The retreat house was beautiful 
and very clean with manicured gardens 
and great hospitality.   The provincials 
gathered from Sunday, October 20th to 
Sunday, October 27th.   Fr. Tim Ploch led 
the meetings.   Many thanks to all who 
hosted us and organized such a 
wonderful event.  A special Thank You to 
Fr. Paco Sanchez, Provincial of Ecuador, 
who was most welcoming and treated us 
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We pray for the sick and suffering in 
our province, that they will be 
restored to full health

Bless those who have grown old in 
your service and give them courage 
and strength in their faith

Be with us as we discern our life's 
work and guide us in the way we 
are called to follow in the footsteps 
of your Son.

We ask you this, that in everyone 
and in everything glory, adoration 
and love may be given to the Most 
High Lord of all things, who is 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.

away to finish the week and bid farewell 
to the provincials.  The week started well 
and ended well.   It was good to be with 
our brother provincials.  We get along 
quite well.   Four of us finish our terms 
this summer.   We vowed to meet again 
in Turin for the General Chapter and 
celebrate, along with Fr. Tim Ploch who 
also finishes his six year term. I give 
thanks to God for my Salesian brothers 
from different countries who bring their 
own style of Salesianity and cultural 
behaviors.   But, in the end you realize we 
are all Salesians, we have the same 
mission, love for Don Bosco and the 
young, and we are on the same journey 
toward holiness.

These next few days I will be at the 
Provincial House and office.   I plan on 
traveling down to Los Angeles for a 
Baptism this weekend and, perhaps, 
some quick visits to the communities.   
Next week, November 5th, I fly out to 
Newark, New York for our East/West join 
provincial council meetings.   I hope to 
spend a day or two visiting our brothers 
in the post-novitiate in Orange, New 
Jersey.  I will return to San Francisco on 
November 10th.

Today we celebrate the feast of Don Rua!   
Hopefully, we can all reflect on his life 
and give thanks to God for the 
availability of this holy man and Salesian.   
Without his openness to the Holy Spirit, 
his deep and trusting relationship with 

Don Bosco, his availability to the mission 
and what was needed, his trust in God’s 
providence and Mary’s guidance, his 
kindness and faithful living of the 
Salesian Rule, the Congregation would 
not have progressed as rapidly and 
would not have grown as much as it did.    
It was Don Rua who sent the first 
Salesians to the United States (San 
Francisco in 1897) and the rest is history.  
We are grateful for this gift.  Let us thank 
God for Don Rua!

This Friday we begin the month of 
November.  It is a rich month liturgically 
and culturally.   We celebrate the feasts of 
all saints, all souls, remembrance of our 
deceased benefactors and members of 
the Salesian Family, Blessed Artemides 
Zatti, Blessed Magdalena Morano and St. 
Andrew, Apostle and patron of our 
Province.   First Sunday of Advent is 
celebrated on December 1st.   Of course 
there is Thanksgiving Day and the 
beginning of so many festivities associat-
ed with this time of year.  May these 
feasts and celebrations inspire us to be 
forever grateful and draw closer to our 
very generous God who wishes an abun-
dance of blessings on all of us and 
desires our happiness  and a life of joy 
and holiness as exemplified in our 
Salesian Saints and spirit.

With warm regards and gratitude,



A few images from the Provincials Meeting in 
Ecuador including, group photos, outings, and 
fun time during meal times!



PRAY FOR

BR. LEO IMBERT, SDB
BR. KRIS TRAN, SDB

OCTOBER
FR. MARC ROUGEAU, SDB
FR. JERRY WEIRICH, SDB
BR. JOHN RASOR, SDB
FR. STEVE WHELAN, SDB
BR. VIEN NGUYEN, SDB
FR. JOSEPH BOENZI, SDB 
FR. AL PESTUN, SDB
BR. JHONI CHAMORRO, SDB   
FR. MOSES YUN, SDB

5th

5th

7th

14th

17th

27th

28th

30th

31st

REST IN

TOM KALICH 
(SALESIAN COOPERATOR)

JOSEPH NGHIA TRAN BUI
(FATHER OF FR. THO BUI, SDB)

PEACE
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PRAY FOR

BR. PAT BARBARIOL, SDB
FR. LEO BAYSINGER, SDB
FR. HAROLD DANIELSON, SDB
FR. ARTHUR LENTI, SDB
BR. JOSEPH LOCKWOOD, SDB
FR. AVELINO LOZANO, SDB
BR. PAT MALONEY, SDB
FR. ARMAND OLIVERI, SDB
FR. RICHARD PRESENTI, SDB
BR. BRUNO DE PRETTO, SDB
FR. ROBERT STEIN, SDB
BR. JERRY WEIRICH, SDB
FR. JOHN ITZAINA, SDB
FR. STEVE WHELAN, SDB

1st

5th 

6th 

9th-13th

18th-23rd 

19th 

20th-27th 

24th

24th-27th 

28th 

29th 

29th 

30th 

Board Meeting @ Bosco Tech; Rosemead, CA 

Feast Day: Blessed Albert Marvelli (Lay Person) 

Anniversary Mass @ St. Dominic Savio Parish; Bellflower, CA

FMA-SUO Provincial Councils Meeting; Laredo, TX

NCEA; Rhode Island

Diaconate Ordination of Br. Vien Nguyen; Moraga, CA

Provincials Meeting; Ecuador

Feast Day: St. Louis Guanella (Priest and Founder of the Servants of Charity) 

Quinquennium; Stony Point, NY 

Quarterly Day of Recollection 

Feast Day: Blessed Michael Rua (Priest) 

Province Advisory Meeting @ Salesian Provincial Office; San Francisco, CA

Trust Meetings @ Salesian Provincial Office; San Francisco, CA 

OCTOBER EVENTS



In the middle of October the delegates 
for mission animation in the continent 
gathered in Brazil to discuss how the 
mission is being spread out in the 
continent among the essential topics 
discussed it could be found:

The updated DIAM manual that the 
congregation just published you will 
find topics like job description, 

Salesian missionaries short story, and 
the best practices on how to create a 
missionary culture are found. 

The volunteer program book which for 
the last three years, the Delegates of 
YM and Mission Animation have been 
studying to see how the volunteer 
program works in our congregation. As 
a result of this study, this book came 
alive. This book is a great tool to 
develop and strengthen the volunteer 
program. 

These were the two most important 
topics to discuss. We also dreamed 
about how the next six years will look. 
Some of these dreams were: 
developing an international volunteer 
experience, creating missionary youth 
groups in the different provinces, 
supporting provincial missionary weeks 
and more. 

Stay tuned for future news about the 
mission animation in our province. 

By JC Montenegro
Delegate for Mission Animation

St. Josephs held a Halloween 
celebration this past week. Thank you 
to St. Josephs and the community at 
Rosemead for the joyous occasion.

#Indeed our St. Joseph's is also the 
kids' playground.
#Recognize the "King" in this picture?

By Louis Kun
Salesian Cooperator

with great Salesian warmth.

The gathering began with a festive meal 
at the provincial house with the provincial 
house community.  Then, after lunch we 
drove to Cumbaya, to the Salesian Sisters 
retreat center.   That evening we started 
with evening prayer, followed by supper, 
a goodnight and a simple social.  

On Monday Fr. Tim Ploch had scheduled 
a retreat day and day of sharing.   After 
breakfast, we had morning prayers and a 
sharing on our roles as provincials, led by 
Fr. Manuel (Manolo) Cayo, provincial of 
Peru.  Manolo shared with us Stephen 
Covey’s The 7 Habits of Highly Effective 
People.  It was very well presented and 
led to some discussion on how well each 
of us practiced these seven principles.   In 
the afternoon we gathered for a “climate 
check,” meaning, how are we doing 
personally in our role as provincial and 
what are some of the challenges and 
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Mission Animation Delegates 
Meeting



"And the Salesians of Don Bosco, where are they in this Extraordinary Missionary Month?" "What are they doing?”  
The simple and baffling answer could be: they hold on to and  
cause to shine forth the ‘da mihi animas coetera tolle’ -  
in silence or noisily, under the spotlight or hidden away.  
Yes, our missionary heart, the heart of Don Bosco himself,  
is filled with the apostolic passion of Jesus.  
This is undoubtedly the best Salesian contribution of  
this month. 
Without a doubt, the most beautiful and eloquent gift  
of the Salesians to the Church, to Pope Francis and  
to the young people of the whole world during this  
very special month is the 150th Missionary Expedition. 
From all over the world and for all the world.  
From all ages - Salesians aged 23 to 80 . 
For young people! Salesian clerics and coadjutors.  
To revive and maintain that November 11, 1875.  
And we are preparing for the 150th anniversary of that  
glorious missionary date, which will be November 11, 2025. 
At the same time, are actively present in very strategic  
missionary fronts, such as: the remote oceanic islands with the  
dream of "landing" in Vanuatu; the Amazon and a significant  
presence not only in the deep jungle but also now, this month,  
at the Synod; the prophecy and heroic service in favour of refugees  
and immigrants in Europe; the Samaritan presence of Don Bosco in the refugee camps  
of Africa; the luminous Christian witness, and even martyrdom, among young people in  
nations with a Muslim majority or an Orthodox Christian majority. 
The Holy Father, Pope Francis, thank you for this Extraordinary Missionary Month!  

The Salesians of Don Bosco, here we are. With the lamps on! Missionary sentries of the young! 

N. 130   -   October 2019 

Newsletter for Salesian Missionary Animation 

Publication of the Missions Sector for the Salesian Communities and Friends of the Salesian Mission 
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 (ANS - Turin) - On 29 September, the 
Rector Major of the Salesians, Fr Ángel 
Fernández Artime, presided at the  
Eucharistic celebration of the 150th 
Missionary Expedition during which he 
consigned the missionary cross to 36 
Salesians and 13 Daughters of Mary 
Help of Christians in the presence of his 
Vicar, Fr Francesco Cereda, of the    
General Councilor for the Missions, Fr   
Guillermo Basañes, the Mother General 
of the Daughters of Mary Help of      
Christians, Mother Yvonne Reungoat, and 
Sr. Alaíde Deretti, Councilor for the   
Missions. 
In front of the statue of Don Bosco in the 
courtyard of the Basilica of Mary Help of 
Christians, the Rector Major, together          
with the 36 new SDB missionaries of the 150th Expedition, began to   
prepare the ground to launch the 2019 missionary appeal, which he will do, as every year, for the 
feast of the Immaculate, December 8th. Surrounded by the Salesian missionaries of the 150th   
Expedition, the Rector Major wished to make the appeal to all the Salesians in the world from this 
very courtyard that saw the beginnings of our family and the consolidation of the Salesian       
charism. 
Taking place immediately preceding this moment, in the theater of the Oratory of Valdocco, was 
the very youthful and media-savvy presentation of the 12 new FMA missionaries, by Sr. Alaíde   
Deretti, Councilor for the Missions, and of the 36 new SDB missionaries, by Fr Guillermo Basañes,  
General Councilor for the Missions, in three groups of "12 apostles". The recorded interviews of 
several missionaries are lively and definitely worth seeing. The event was broadcast live by Rete 7 
and on various Facebook channels. 
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In the Eucharistic celebration, 
during the homily, the Rector 
Major emphasized the fact that 
today is a day of great celebra-
tion for the Congregation, the 
Institute and for the Church, in 
what is this 150th Missionary 
Expedition, 144 years after the 
first expedition of 1875, without 
interruption, even during the 
two terrible world wars. 
Fr Á.F. Artime highlighted an 
interesting point. In the office 
of the Councilor for the Missi-
ons, there is the Book of Missio-
naries, which records 9,542   
Salesian missionaries sent by 

the Rectors Major from this Basilica in the 150 Expeditions ... It seems that the real total number of those 
sent is more than 10,400. Our Congregations are recognized for the education and evangelization of the 
young, and with these numbers, we can safely say we are indeed and truly a missionary Institute and Con-
gregation. The fire of love for Jesus has not allowed us to remain closed within four walls; on the contrary. 
The most important point is precisely that Jesus is at the center of our lives: God calls us and sends us ... 
to share life, to give ... To witness Jesus with life, with the example of charity, with great respect for the 
diversity of each and every one... The Salesian response to the extraordinary missionary month - October 
2019, launched by Pope Francis - is this missionary sending, to enrich the presence of Jesus in all             
continents.  
The Rector Major, during the homily, then presented three examples of particular witnesses, since the 
world wants witnesses and not teachers / professors.  
Monsignor Marcello Melani: Italian of origin, missionary for many years in Argentina. Once he finished his 
service as bishop in Patagonia (diocese of Neuquén), he returned to the province to which he belonged and 
served as parish priest and catechist. He felt ready to answer to the call of the Pope and the Rector Major, 
and his availability was accepted. He will go to Peru. 
Fr Bashir Souccar: Syrian, 71 years old, expert in running the oratory with Muslims. From the MOR Province 
he made himself available and will go to Tunisia ... to bring the joy of the oratory, especially among young 
Muslims. 
Fr Germain Plakoo-Mlapa: Togolese, he was present at the martyrdom of both Fr César Antonio Fernández 
(February 2019) and of Fr Fernando Hernández (May 2019), which took place in Burkina Faso; he was next to 
both and does not know why he was not killed too. Now he is here, recovering, and his heart is full of sere-
nity and peace because he knew how to forgive and continues to live with the heart full of Jesus and his 
love. Here is the testimony of life beyond words.        
           by Fr Gianni Rolandi, sdb 

 Salesian Missionary Intention    

The Church celebrates a special Missionary Month this year, in memory of    
the 100th anniversary of Maximum Illud; the Congregation will send its 150th 
Missionary Expedition. Let us pray that missionary fervour may always be   
present throughout our Youth Ministry. 

Witness of Salesian Missionary Sanctity 
Fr. Pierluigi Cameroni SDB,  Postulator General for the Causes of Saints 

The Servant of God Don Elia Comini (1910-1944). The 75th anniversary of his death at the 
hands of the Nazis occurs on 1 October. He defended some people taken prisoner and offered 
his life for their salvation. In 1928 he had written in his Diary, "My study during the coming 
year must be in a particular way to know the spirit of Don Bosco: joy, confidence, empathy, 
tenderness felt and lived; family spirit, sweetness in my behaviour, serene and continuous 
vigilance, union with God. A great and holy programme that Don Bosco himself would make 
for me. Perhaps I tend towards mediocrity, a bad thing that I have never liked and that I  
cannot even suffer in others. Life, courage, fire."  

For a missionary spring  
In the Church  

That many may feel the missionary call in our Salesian Family - 
the young, the lay, the religious - to collaborate in the                     
proclamation of the Gospel to the ends of the earth. 

 

150th EXPEDITION   
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DATES MINISTRIES! TIMES! MEETINGS 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER1 
SATURDAY, NOV.  2 

ST. LUKE’S 
STOCKTON 

FRIDAY EVENING 
SATURDAY VIGIL 

SDB COM’TY & CYM 
PARISH COUNCIL 

SUNDAY, NOV. 3 AM SS. PETER & PAUL AM MASSES 
LUNCH  

SDB COM’TY & CYM 
PARISH COUNCIL 

SUNDAY, NOV. 3 PM CORPUS CHRISTI EVENING MASS SDB COM’TY & CYM 
PARISH COUNCIL 

MONDAY, NOV. 4 SALESIAN PREP THROUGHOUT THE 
DAY 

PM MEETING WITH 
CEPC 

TUESDAY, NOV. 5 ST. FRANCIS PREP THROUGHOUT THE 
DAY 

WITH CYM, 
PRINCIPAL, & 
STUDENTS 

WEDNESDAY, NOV. 6 FLY BACK TO LA 

WEDNESDAY, NOV. 6 SJB BELLFLOWER LUNCH THROUGH 
AFTER SCHOOL 

CYM, STUDENTS, & 
PRINCIPAL 

THURSDAY, NOV. 7 DON BOSCO TECH THROUGHOUT DAY 
& CHARACTER 
ASSEMBLY 

CYM, 
ADMINISTRATORS, 
& STUDENTS 

FRIDAY, NOV. 8 BISHOP MORA HS THROUGHOUT THE 
DAY 

CYM, 
ADMINISTRATORS, 
& STUDENTS 

SATURDAY, NOV. 9 ST. MARY’S LA VIGIL MASS SDB COMMUNITY 
YM & YOUTH 

SUNDAY, NOV. 10 ST. DOMINIC 
SAVIO 

MORNING MASSES PASTOR, PARISH 
COUNCIL, & YOUTH 

MINISTRY  VISITATIONS 
• November 2-11, 2019
• Meeting with Directors,

Pastors, CYM’s & EPC
Representatives including
young people

INFORMATION 
GATHERING 

• Review the Invitation Sheets
for September & October
and Meet locally for
November Representatives
including young people
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NOVEMBER:
Create a list of 6-10 young people currently involved in Christian Service and Outreach to the Poor.
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Flu Vaccine
Final Words on Influenza Vaccination (Abstracts from CDC)
By Sheila Kun RN, BA, BSN, MS, FCCP
Salesian Cooperator

cruise ships, or to the Southern 
Hemisphere during the Southern 
Hemisphere influenza season 
(April–September).

This concludes our discussion on influenza 
vaccination. I hope you have enough 
information to make an educated decision 
during this flu season.

Your homework assignment from the 
Care Ministry this week: go ahead and 
get your flu shot, if you haven’t done 
so.

The Care Ministry welcomes your 
comments/suggestions: 
kunlouis@gmail.com

This is our last discussion on the subject of 
influenza vaccination. As noted before, 
although the U.S. has one of the highest 
vaccination rates in the world, only 45 
percent of adults and 63 percent of children 
get flu shots each year. For some people, 
the question of its efficacy remains. We 
need to be aware that the vaccine’s 
effectiveness varies dramatically 
depending on how well it matches the 
viruses circulating in a given season. In 
good years, the vaccine protects 50 to 70 
percent of the people receiving it. But 
some strains are more difficult to create 
vaccines for, such as the H3N2 type, which 
raged during the severe 2017 flu seasons.

Another barrier is that scientists are still not 
able to create a universal flu vaccine that 
would provide lasting protection against all 
forms of the virus. The future is to train the 
immune system by targeting the stem of a 
protein on the virus, which varies little from 
strain to strain. However, our bodies don’t 
generate many antibodies to target this 
part of the virus, instead focusing on the 
frequently changing head. Because of a 
process called “imprinting” – in which the 
immune system learns how to fight viruses 
based on the first encounter – it is difficult 
to teach the body new habits.

Lastly let us consider the following risk 
factors:

A history of Guillain-Barré Syndrome (GBS) 
( a condition with neuromuscular weakness) 
within 6 weeks of a previous dose of any 
type of influenza vaccine is considered a 
precaution to vaccination and should not 
be vaccinated.

Persons with a History of Egg Allergy 
  

As is the case for all vaccines, influenza 
vaccines contain various different 
components that might cause allergic and 
anaphylactic reactions. Not all such 
reactions are related to egg proteins; 
however, the possibility of reactions to 
influenza vaccines in egg-allergic persons 
might be of concern to these persons and 
vaccine providers. Most influenza vaccines, 
are prepared by propagation of virus in 
embryonated eggs and might contain trace 
amounts of egg proteins, such as 
ovalbumin.

Severe allergic reactions to vaccines, 
although rare, can occur at any time, even 
in the absence of a history of previous 
allergic reaction. Therefore, all vaccine 
providers should be familiar with the office 
emergency plan and be certified in 
cardiopulmonary resuscitation .

No post-vaccination observation period is 
recommended. However, it is 
recommended that vaccine providers 
consider observing patients (seated or 
supine) for 15 minutes after administration 
of any vaccine to decrease the risk for injury 
should syncope (fainting) occur.

Vaccination Issues for Travelers

Travelers who want to reduce the risk for 
influenza infection should consider 
influenza vaccination, preferably at least 2 
weeks before departure. In particular, 
persons who live in the United States and 
are at higher risk for complications of 
influenza and who were not vaccinated with 
influenza vaccine during the previous 
Northern Hemisphere fall or winter should 
consider receiving influenza vaccine before 
departure if they plan to travel to the 
tropics, with organized tourist groups or on 
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ROOMS ARE AVAILABLE TO
RESERVE FOR YOUR STAY

AT CONGRESS!

Contact us for more information 
 (562) 925-2250 ext. 203

S A L E S I A N  Y O U T H  M I N I S T R Y  O F F I C E  -  W E S T

(Payment Plans are available for cost of hotel stay)
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